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whir.h is at tie disposai of the inedicai authorities, either in thoroug1i
physical examination, or in post-mortcm, that at least soinu liit miight
be thrown upon the underlying pathological condition. Can any other
ilepartinent of imcdicinc show suchl ncghgÏçer.cle ? Withi ahundant evidence~
of the application of the simple principle of surgery to the elass of
tcases.., it is eriminai to pursue a course of inefflciency and niegligence.

Before concluding, I wiIl give a short account of the last cases
-,vhichi have been subniiitted to operative treatment.

Miss-, aged '27, of excellent bercdity-in fact, of an unusually
intelligrent famnily-with a perisonal 1i.tory of hysterical manifestations,
tlatingy fromi tie commencement of menstruation, dy.smnenorrhoeat with
an uniusual amnount of blood loss, was contined to bcd for a few days
eachi ionth. Somne five years ago, a grra(luai), change was detected- in lier
disposition during, the period pravious to menstruation. These periods.,
lengthened, delusions developed, until she wvas pronounced insane ani
commnitted to the provincial hiospital, whcere she remained twvo years.
The itisanity -,vas of the senual type, attributingr evil motives to nmen,
;111d harboringr (elusions of prcgnancy.

Examiation showcd erosion of the cervical niucous membrane, 'vith
thc uterus slighbtly enlarged. I curetted a few fungrosities, am~putate1
the cervix, opened the abdomen and rcsected three-fourthis of the right
ovary which was cystie. 1 noticed that the labia majora 'vere liyper-
trophied and granular in appearance, but not havingr any history of self
abuse I did not interfere.

'fle after mental condition wua a decided imiprovement, but far
from ,satisfactory. W\ýiuh a f aller personal history miy suspicions of self
atbuse were conlirined, the vice being indulgyed in nigitly.

Six monthis after the first operation, 1 remnovcd the labia miajora
and minora and the mutcous membrane of the vestibule to, tue meatus,
including the clitoris; also resected the pudic nerves-or more particu-
larly the external, and internai superticial perineai branches, at the pos-
terior part of the vagina along the outer wail of thc isclîjo-rectal, fossa,
directly below the pudic artery. This secondary operation was per-
formed but twvo montlis ago. The resuit lias been very satisfactory.
She hias had a period of two weeks sanity, and each month the condition
-seemed to inîprove, but recentiy she grew worse.

In consideration of these mnatters ive are justified in the following
conclusions :

(a) Thiat peivic disease in the insane is not infrequent.
(b) That in a certain percentage of cases the removal of the physi-

cal disease is followed by the restoration of the mental faculties.


