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seeks out and follows withi close and unremitting attention rare and,
so-called, " interesting' forms of disease-spends hours investigating
anomaloius physical signs, and delivers lectures which can ouly be
appreciated by the student Eir udvanced in a knowledge of the theory
and practice of nedicine. WhiIt the beds filled with those affected by
discascs of conunon occurrence, and which the young practitioner will
be first called tipoi to treat, are pawsed by hurriedly, without scarcely a
word tf explanation or comment. To the foreign visitor who may have
completed his prelininary studies, this is doubtless all very agreeable
and highly instructive, but to the first or second ycar's student, cager to
acquire knowledge, it mnu'it, ,f iecessity, be tedious and disheartening.
Eveutually, however, the studenît assiminlates in his views tothe professor.
\e have hcard, times and aguin, the older students say one to the other
as they passed tlirough the w.rds " Oh, that is only a case of ulcer-that
is only a case of simple rheumatisin, &c."; and they have hurried forward
to examine a patient the sulject of internal aneurism, incurable heart
afrection, or sone form of inalignant disease. The consequences of this
erroncous estiniate of what ouhlt to be paramount in cliniical instruction
arc, that whben the yoîung phîysician cntcrs on practice, lie fmnds himself
hamupcred on every side througli his ignorance of some of the more
common diseases which al'ct nmnkind, and lie bas to commence, with
few facilities, the study ot suljects which he was too apt to regard as
scarcely worth attention during his novitiate, but an intimate acquain-
tance with- w hici, lie now discovers, is absolutely necessary to bis
becoming an acconplislied and successful practitioner.

Vhiether we consider rheunatisn as to the frequcncy of its occurrence
the great pain by which it is accompanied, or the sad, irretrievable and
somactimes immîediately fatal complications which are liable to make
their appearance at any time during its course, it is a disease which
demands the carncst study of all who practice the lealing art. Although
unnoticed by the anclents, it has attracted considerable attention
amongst the moderns, and a great divc rsity of opinion has existed, and
still exists, regarding its nature rnd treatiicnt. Baynard, who was one
of the earliest writers on rheumîatism, attributed it to a materies morbi
existing in the blood; and this matter, lie believed, consisted of an
accumulation of certain ingredicnts whiuh should have been eliminated
from the systen, by the kideys and skin. Boerhaavc aud Van Swieten
held a similar opinion. Stoll look.ed upon it as un inflammation of the
vessels, through which circulatcd colourless blood. Sir C. Scudamore
conceived " the morbid action to be seated in the ligaments, the tendons,
the aponeurotic membranes, aud the barswe, but in the ligaments mot
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