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Fast Writing.

A paragrajîli lias been gaing the rounds of
the press about a gentleman iii Toronto wî'lo
essayed to wtritc five thousanid words iu eighit
hiours, and Who failed iu his attenipt ta (la sa.
Sonie one lias written -ta the New' York l-*îiz-
ig Post ta say that lie could easily perforni the

feat, anîd that lie Iznows sainepenînen wha
would laugh at sucli a test. A %vriter in the
Oshaw-a Reformer s.îys, there is a mian in that
village who offers ta wvrite ten thousand words
iu eighit haurs, aîid the Landan ,ldv'r/ise'r
thinks it cani find another manî ta write at tliat
rate of speed. Saine af those wha criticized
the Taoronta înan's feat probably forgot that lie
liad ta copy the words fromi a dictionary, whichi
wauld lie a very dhfférent tlîing fram wvriting
theni iii sentences. Stili, lie sbould have been
abile ta get through bhis task in eighit hours.
We have no daoult that when the champion
faqt wvriter af Canada is discovered, lie ivili lie
fouind iii soiie daily newspaper office, for that
is a sort of business wvbich greatly develops
Last anid legible writincg. A nimsae inan

perforais feats af%i witiing every day, wvithout
thinking any thing about theni, whiclh would
cause a copying clerk, ta brag for a %%-ek. Tlîci
skýilftul reporter, l)y lang practice, and the daily
repetition af great feats af Nvriting, acquires a
staying power whichi fewv clcrkzs can hope ta
attain. A gentleman connected %vith the St.
John ffziy Ye,-p-aý1 staff, nat lang ago, wrote
ont, froni lîk notes, a report Nvhichi filled four
an(l a hialf columins af noupareil type, cadli
coluinui twcnty.six luches long, and cotiu-tahcd
over nine thouisaud five hundred words. Ilc
perforrned this task, iii less than seven lîours,
and wvas writing better arnd more freely during
the last hour than during the frste. Tlhe copy
fuirni,ihec ta the printer by hini, ii tlic exectu-
tion af this takwas as legible as print, lîrohi.
erly' punictuated. and conîpîcte lu every respect.
No particular note %vas taken of the féat at tlic
timie, andl it woul have 1îassed into ablivian
but for the stray paragyraih frani TIoranto, af
whlch ne have already spoken. The gentle-
manî who perfornied tbis icat, sa fir fraîn
tl)hii intt lie wras wvriî.iîg lip ta bis speed,
believes liat lie can wvritc fifteen tliousaiid
words iu eiglit liaurs, froîîî dictatian, iu a legrible
biaud, aiid those who kiîow lus speed anid stay-
ing poîvers are îîot disposed ta dispute luis dlaimi.
\Ve nientioi this iatter sa that aur friends
througboiut the Dominion îniay have thecir at-
tention (lIawi ta the subject af rapid pennman-
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ship, and wc are ready ta publish any wel
authcnticated feats of rapid peniînanship îper-
fornied by the craft. For rapid, legible pen.
nianshil ) i not less important than rapidîty, in
cunmposition, and a reporter mliD can keep) fe
conîpositors gaing, w~hen writing aut a late re.
port, ib a treasure on a daily hiaper. Let sanie
of aur frieîîds give us thîcir %iews and e\lpe.
riences of fast Nvriting.

Hlstary af the Press.

Thiis numiier af the Mlisrelon brings to a
close M.Gea. W. Day's lIistory of the 1>ress
lu St. jahîti. Ail will igrce as ta tlîe greai
value of this cointribution ta the liistory af this
province, anid -îvill, na doulit, lîcar the autmor
lui kiîidly reuiienibrauce tlierefor.

A kind but iodest friend lias fuîraislîedl wr
îvithi a hîistory af tlîe press of Vark Cotlliîr,
N. B. TlîIe tliorougli miiner ilu wlîiclî thh
arduoits duty lias becu, perforîîîed will comiiuenid
itself ta aIl1, and, 11o doulit, lie wvil1 receive the
licarty tlîaiks of cs'cry lover ai lus country.

1Ilow about a I-listary af the Press aoIlfa?
Is thîcre îîat saîîîe sehf-sacrificiiîîg editor, hîrinter,
or reporter lu Halifax whlo ivilli uiidertakec the
task, of callccting tlîe (tata for ani article aoi the,
above subjcct, and pmut it au record iii tliem
pages? W'e ask, as, a great favor, thiat some
frieîid îvill find tinie ta (levate ta tis suîjcî.
'l'lic future Iistorian iVill have cause ta bless the
naie of aîîy anc whli will seize tlîe îîreseîît op
îîortuiîity of hiclpimîg liîîî aiîîard lu lus prOs.
imective worlz.

\VE invite thiase whia bave aîîy kniowledg(e o!
lîriliters, natives of tlîe D)onmiian of Caia.d.,4
whli rc working in any foreigu counitry, ta send
in tlîe mnies ai aIl sucli, togcthcr with a shion
accounit af %vlicre tlîcy served. thîcir appretiie.
ship, lion lonîg siîîcc tlîey left hîomîe, vhiere they
aire workiiîg, anid amîy otlier particulars that
îîîiglît be coiisidered of imtercst ta thîcir farmer
friends and coîîîpaîimîs, shîap mates anîd ic
quaintalices.

CANVASSIiRS are wvanted far the ihsc/m
lu every city ancl tawmi lu ile Doîîimîmaîî 4i
Canada, Uniited States aiîd Great Bmmtaî'
Writc ta the editar for ternis.

A corrcsponîdent wislies ta kuow vhierc hîraml
space huecs (uised iii place af leads) caî lie lul'
anid wvhuat thecy cast. Soie af ihie typ faîî l
nii %wihl please aîwr


