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draias, but iL is îlot in tlîis field thmat
lie lias ilet witu Ilis gr,-leatest suiccess.
Trhiy are too sub)jective, andi the action
is toc> liiiniteol. 'lime draina of action
is miot Browning' s spliere, becanise, ini
iL, cliaracter is sul>or(hinate Lo, andi~
exists for, the iiîoveiemt of actionî.
w~lîcreas B3rot'miimmg i.s iiiteresteol iii
cuiviroiiiiieiit ando actionî oilly for thîe
sake of chiaracter. VPie prodilct anid
liot the proccss receives thîe ciiil)liasis
froin liiîî. His truc pow~er is ini
psycliological aimalysis. He is inter-
eslted oîily iii the evoluitiomi of thie
conîscience amnd cliaracter of mn. Life
is a discip)linle, ando it is muot so iclil
thec exterîial evemits of life wh'licli
oleserve attention, as the attitudoe of Lime
soi towvards these. Heuuce the drain-
atic ietlîod wvhicli Brow~iîiîig îsed ]las
little of the lraiiatic eleineîît ini it at
alI, oîly cnuigli to formîî a basîs for
Lhe layig bare of LIme lieart of thîe
subject, ýanld the expostire of iLs iiiier
workimigs. 'llie poetic forîîî bcst
adapte(I to effect thîis resuilt is thie
draiiatic mionioogue.

Before proceediing with luis reinarks
on di Mv LasL I)uiclîess,'' Prof. Alex-
anider tirgyed the iiecessityv of ecdi oie
iiiakiîig aui iudepeidemit atteiil) to
iiiiderstandc for lIîiisclf amiv pocuix set
for stuoly. Thle tciedmcy iiow-a-days
is to rely too iliucli on anunotationis, ando
to try to get iln vitl ias little
thiglît as possible. Suicli a course
îîîeaîîs slow ilitellectual sulicide, anid
loss of mental grasp anîd power. Omne
of thîe inierits of Browimiig's poctiy as
a subjcct for studfy is tlîat iL caîîîîot be
iiiiderstood at ail witlîout close thouglit.

dMv Last Dtichess '' is a fairlv
typical inîstanîce of Browmilig's ulse of
thxe monologue. \Ve cauliot fuilly

uudrstîmdthe begiiiiiiuig, or aiiy part
of it uii w'e have read iL tmrotigli.
XVe kmiow lotlilîg about the colîcrete
surrouundiiigs, ilor the persomi a<idressed.
WTe lhave to gatLber aIl this frolîî the
words of the speaker, anîd fromîî thie
chîanges iii thîe drift of the tîîolight.
'Plis leacis to extreine conidensation,
anîd sionietililes evemi to ol)scurity ili

the thouight. 'I'he feeling with whiclî
Nve. iiiiUst aipproacli a poclil of Browi-
ing's, suchi as idMy Last )chs,'is
thiat it w~ill be necessary to %vatchi eveî.y
%vorl and phrase, klnowiîîg tlîat ecdi
fuIs a large p)lace, anîd w~iIl coule ini
vaîxiable for thle uudfferstanding of ail
the rest of the poeîn, and for the fi])
conception of the characters portraye(i.
\Ve nîuist kinow thiat nio toucli is
siperfliiotis.

'rlhese geîieral liriici pies aire ail
instanced iii '' My Lastl)c ss'
'Fle w'or(li last '' ini the title iiuust be
liotcd, and( the naille of the place ini
wliich the scelle is laidl, ail itelm of
iniformation w'ilîih Browning generally
leaves to be gotten f roi the body of
the poein' Aftertioticitig thiese poin!ts,
w~e pass on1 abruptly itito the iu1ono-
locyie, witi 11<) i(lca w~lîo the speaker
inay he. XVc learui how'ever, froni tlie
first few Unes, thiat it is the Dîike of
Ferrara wl'ho is coniiiiienting to sine
v'isitor or friend on the beantv' of the
l)aiiited picture of Iiis dead w'ife wliicli
liaigs before thieni on the wall, and lie
hiad lîad another wife or wives before
this onle, hecauise lie calîs lier Iiis last
duchiess. We (Io liot liave to go far-
tlier into the poein to geL somne idea of
thîe col(l alid uîîilovinig cliaracter of tlîis
muiali. Thle langîiage and rhythmî of
tliese opcning hunes reveal it. Nt-ithier
shoivs the presence of passion or
eniotion. Thle painîting is a wvoider in
color, and thiat is.ill lie secs iii it. Thle
iuîeniorv of ]lis dead w'ife stirs 110
feelîig of teîîderîîess.

\Ve gathier frontî the îîext few Unes
tOiat ail expressioni of woliider and<
surprise pîasses over the s.,traliger's
face as lie gazes on tlie picture. He
lias seemi the deptlî anîd passioni of thîe
earuiest glance whiclî the painter liad
fiîiparted to the pictured co titite:a tce
of the duclîess, and blis expression of
woîider airises froîîî tlîe suispicioni tliat
tliere iay liave beeni imiproper relationis
between thîe paiîiter anîd the woiiaiî.
But the duke anlticipates tiuis feeliiig
of surprise. He tells luis visitor tlîat
aIl otliers for wlioiii lie ciioose to


