
EDITORIL.

înany hymns that are ,' rashy,"- and flot likely 10 live beyond the gen-
eration which produced theni. There are perhaps flot more than three
or four hundred really good hynins in existence. The Lutheran Hymnal
Of 1827 contains; onlY 376, and it is adniiued to be one of the very best
collections in existence, especiallysince its revision in 1857. Then, tGo, a
large co1lecti')n confuses the people, and they never can becorne familiar
with ils contents. We are satisfled that in size oair Church Hymnal is
about as large as it should be, and that any change nmade in it should be
made by substitution rather than by any considerable addition. The
Sabbath School Hyninal would certainly be the better of careful revision.
and the addition of about fifty hynins would inake il suitable for prayel
mecetings as 'well as for the Sabbath school.

rerhaps,too,the are intheChurch mnusic of the present dayas velas
in the words of many modern hynins, doubtful, if not unhealthy, elenients.
Light rhyming words seem to be preferred to carnest and devout ones:
and chiming, r-ztling miusic oftcn takes the place of %.bat which is
solenin and reverent. As choir singing is developed in some quarters it
is to bc feared that the service of praise beconies a niere concert per-
fornnance raîher than an act of divine worship. It can neyer be a sign
of deep religious feeling or conviction that leads people ta go to church
to hear a cclcbrated solo singer, who bas been duly advertised, rather
t'han te imite in praising the one living and truc Ged. Choir and con-
gregational singing; sbould always bc the best possible, yet its essential
nature as an act of divine worship should never be lest sirght of. '.lre-
over, il will greatly cunduce ta this end if those who talc preminent
part in leadinig the singing are Christian mien and wanien.

We are deeply iniprcssed with the fact that aur Church sbciuld give
spvcial attent.ion to, the use of the psalms in the public worship) of God's
bouse. It augurs iii for the spiritual life of any pe:son or any Churcb
if the plnis ccase Io îouch responsivc chords in that liCe. For evangt-
listic miceîings and for the early stages of spiritual in the newly-converted,
lighter bymns rnay bc mnst suitable, yet we arc convinced that if growth
in grace is bciiig muade, such «Isîrong m.at » as wc flnd ini rany of the
psalms is absolutcly neccssary.

As conipared with the averge Hyznnology of the prestnt day, the
psalns have an objeciivieýy and univermlity which give theni depth and
adaptation to evemy pha= cf religious exptrie-nce, and suitableness for al
ztgcs ar'd nations. Our miodern bynins, as a rule, are merely the ex.
pression cf the subjective experience cf individual Christian hearzs, and
hencc neccmsMiy narrower in tbcir ad2piation. INTany of theni are aise
largéiy sentiment and sanie cf ilmeni are decidedly sensuous in their


