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that we are thinking ; of the life they Iived, asîd the ivork they wrought,
and of the debt 'weo owe themn in cummon ivith ail Engiish-spcakzing Chris-
tians, as the planters of the Gospel among our forefathers, aud of their
brave resistance of sucli as strove to supplant tliat Gospel by papal coun-
terfcits and corruptions. WeV «%iIl not, however, yield to thc romancing
to, -%hieii the autiquity of the place tenîpts us, but rathoer ve will seck tu
learn tihe profitable lossons 'whicIi are tu 'bc gathered fromn the carecr of a
grreat luissionary wvio chose titis as the centre of lus operations.

1. Thei foundation principle of tie Gospel wii lie soîsght tu propagt
was sotind-justification by faiti. We have calcd hiîîî a lProtestant biefure
thse Reforniation. A saying which passed currexît in luis order, and whicli
has cone down to, us, is, "»'Net thiat the believer lives by igh,«tcousness,
but the rigliteous by beivig" iw inuchi Vhs sounds like Luthcr's

'eare not saved by good works, but being savcd by faithi -%e dIo goud
works"!

2. '%-hatever of monasticism markcd bis order, it was intcndcd as a
mens Vo a hiiglier end. He cuitivated solitude oniy for the sake of scr-
vice ; hec -%as a monk only that lic niight bo a greater mnissionary-. "Farc.
-%Yeil, Arran of niy heart, Paradise is within thie. Thei garden of Goa
is -with-An sound of thy boBls." So hoe is rcqportcd to have excIaimed on
leaving an carlier retreat Vo become Alibot of loua. But Of that SClfiShL
asceticismn which seelzs an idoal Paradise r-.gýained in the ccstatic L'.us
of angelic apparitions in tise cloister, %whie leaving tihe real Paradise Lust
-a condemned and perishing %vorld-to tak-e care of itsclf, lie ]cnew
rsothing. Perhaps ire liai o soinctingi Vo leariu cf Columiba al, this point,
if -we -would bo botter nsissiouaries. Thle comrnand Vo tarry precedes tUie
cornmand Vo go ; a retrt-at into God should prcpare ant advance upon tie
hoathen. " As thse Failher liatli sont Mle into tie world," says Chriist tu
Ms messengers. But before ive can successfully carry ont titis commis-
,,icn, we mnust rnakoc real that ot.her -%vord, of iris, " Ye are sot cf thie
world, but I have chosen you out cf tie -%orld." And withdrawal front
this present age, and entcring into profound communion Nçith the Lord ls-i
prayer aud mieditation, amre i csscntial conditions cf sucli realization.

3. Columîba deeply rcverenced and profeundly studicdl flic Iloly Scrip-
turcs. Wbli cau tell hîoi ]srgely the deep root aud tenacions huld whsicli
Christianity gaincd in Scotiand xnay lhave been duc to this characteristic,
cf the csrliust missionary Vo 1icr shores ? If ire 'would hiave an cstablished
churc in tuhUe truost sense, ive must have a clîurch rootcd aud grOundcd iii
thse Woerd. Columba znav bc said te bic tse former cf that Scottish Chris-
tianity of ivbich Knox in later limes iras thse r<formcr. And in ne land,
wo believe, lias Ulic reigiion cf Christ borne sucli a biblical stamp and
cxpresscd ils worslip aud ils confessions in sucli scriptural fornis as in
t1at country 'which iras üic parincipal mise. n-lielda cf Uic lonan saint

4. -I traditions sgi-cc iu ascribing tuo Columba a spirit of cxtraordinary
praycrfulness. Se mucli did, lie dèeeu on communionili God, dit,
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