Sy FOREIGN MISSION DAY AT NORTHFIELD CONVENTION. [December

seen a0 §180,000 church going up in Detroit, I kave seen the plan of o
projected Young Men’s Christian Association building in Chicago. Five
hundred dollars will build a church in Syria. It would be but one lunip
from your store. We need money. You must cither stop praying or
give more. The growing child has constantly increasing claims, and the
parent does not complain ; neither should the Church complain that her
children are growing, and need more méans to support them. You build
magnificent churches here, while we cannot raise enough money to buy
doors and windows for our churches in Syria. Schools have had to be
closed so as not to get into debt. I knov of a missionary who has sent to
a friend in this country and borrowed money in order to carry on his
mission work. We have had to shut up three seminary buildings and
have had to cripple our w.esswork., I sail for Syria next weck, and I ask
your prayers for our work.?’

Tur Neeps or CHINA.

Dsi. J. R. Hykes, of China :

¢ China to-day is the great mission field of the world. It is one of the
largest domains ever swayed by a single power. China is one half larger
than the TUnited States with Alaska added. It comprises one third of
entire Asia und is one tenth of the habitable globe. Next to Russia it is
the largest empire. It has one fourth of the human race. It has 350,-
000,000 souls, six times that of the United States. China has vast stores
of mineral wealth. There i3 coal enough stored to last the entire universe
2000 years. It has stores of copper, gold, and silver which are practically
untouched. It is it unique nation. It dates back 4000 years. The end of
the ninth chapter of Genesis would be the beginning of the first chapter of
Chinese history. It is hoary with antiquity. The greatest problem of
the age is the conversion of China. Convert China and you’ve converted
the world. What is the moral condition of China to-day ? The first
clapter of Romums is an accurate description. It is no libel, and is not
overdrawn. The heathen character is growing steadily worse. There is
no such thing ss a standstill in vice. They are vile and polluted ina
shocking degree.  An excessive statement can’t be made.  Confucianism
is the State religrion of China, but it is not a religion, There is no generic
word for it in the Chinese language as we mean religion.  Confucius was
a transmitter of the wisdom of sages ; he was an editor, not an author. He
is silent on the origin and destiny of the human race. He would not
speak about the future life.  The basis of Confucianism is ancestral wor-
ship, which is more potent than all the idol worship. In China to-dav
there are 70,000,000 of ancestral tablets.  Confucianism after forty years
of trial has proved a failure asa religim of clevation.  The Chinaman
who sins once has no one to whom he can pray.  Buddhism, intreduced
to supply a felt want, after cighteen centuries has proved a failure
Taouism is a native faith, it is an absruse system of metaphysies that hias
degengrated to a mere traffic in charms.  China needs the religion of
Christ, it is her only hope. Some people think that Christianity is net
adapted to the Chinese mind.

“Tke impression has gone abaut that the conversion of China is an
impossible task.  The Chinese can’t be converted, we are told.  Itisa
hupeless warfare.  Now, what are the sourees of this information 7 They
are twofold.  First, they come from globe trotters who never visit the
mission fiells, lut go into somc large city and then come home and yive




