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now fourteen, elected by the general
conference, on nominzation, hy thie
delegates.of the annual conferences
wjthiin each district respectively, also
an equal number of persons selected
b)y thie board of managers fromn its
OWIi sixty-four members, together
I'jtil thie secretaries and treasurers of
the society, and the whole Board of
B3isloP)s. This action znore than any
othier gave the final death-blow to
tiue old soeîety idea, and nmade thie
injissioflary organization, as it ouglit
to be, an integral part of the workz of
thie wvole chiurchi.

Dr. Durbin, secretary from 1850 to
1872, hiad already seen the importance
of enphiasizing- this side of die niove-
nient, and in the" Il sciplînary Chiap-
ter on Miissions," recast by him with a
large ainount of new matter in 1852,
lie hiad taken pains to place at the
hjead of ail thiis highly significant sen-
teace: IlTlue support of missions is
conmmitted to the churclies, congrega-
tions and societies as sitch." In othier
wvords, thie cause %vas flot to be re-
garded as the concern siniply of suich
separate menîhers of the churchi as
itiigl!t chioose Vo bind theiselves
togetiier ini local auxiliaries, wihat
tiie first, and for a long -'%Ivhile, wero
regarded as the principal feeders
of thie society, rior of such as were
aible and willing to contribute, twenty
dollars at one time, but every churchi
iiiiber thirougliout the nation or the
Nworld was by the very fact of his
nienbersliip pledged to contribute

adc-operate according Vo, his ability,
nor did lie need Vo be furtiier enrolled
it -,%y distinct way Vo, make this
pledge more binding. And ail the
lestors were, as snch special agents of
i12e cause, charged with collecting
funds for its furtiierance and in every
iray advancing is interests.

Mie niissionary section of the Disci-
pline was again entirely recast in
lISM, witlî a nuinher of new para-
graPlis, of which the following
.siands first: " For the better prosecu-
tion of niissionary wvork in the United

States and foreigu countries thiere
suiait be a missionary socîety, duiy in-
corporated according to, law%%, and
having its office in the city of New
«York; said society heing subject to,
such ruies and regulations as the
general conferenco may froîîî tinie Vo
timo prescrihe." Singular as it may
seem., this "'as the first issue of thxe
Discipline, fifty-six years after the
society hiad heen endorsed by the
general conference, containing a direct
authorization of its existence. No
previous Discipline lias any mention
of the society, except two or three
indirect references or allusions n
paragraplis treating of other topics,
wvhichi slhows emphiatically in whiat a
very miscellaneous nianner the entire
legislation of thie church on this
subjeet lias been tlîrown togetiier,
and liow fragînentariiy it lias arrived
at its present excellent condition.

The most recent emiendation of the
constitution, ordered by the General
Conference of 1888, wvas in thie same
lino wvith ail the previous changes,
and provides for tlie stili furthier em-
phiasizing of the connectional, as op-
posed Vo the local, character of the
institution, by prescribing thiat tîje
annual meeting of the General Coin-
znittee shall ho hereafter ne longer
confined te New York but slhal ho
lield at least three tiînes eut ef four in
other cities.

It would seemi now thiat thiere is
nothing left of the society or local
idea beyond the niore name aîîd the
restrictions imniposed by thie necessity
of lîaving a charter froni some speci-
fie State Legisiature in order Vo hiold
property, as wvell as tue necessity of
liaving headquarters wlhere certain
niatters of business can he attended
to. This miissiomary societY, stili se-
called for convenience sake, is nowv
simply and soleiy the whole church
itself acting in its cerporate capacity
for tlie estahlishmîent and support of
miissions. 1V is net an outside organiz-
ntionallied to theciurch, but distinct
froin it. Rathier is ittlie riglit arml of

1890.1


