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by .the Christian Church. is in the lino of true commercial intereat.
All enlightened statesmanship should. be on our side. The Rloyal
African Company, tra ding on the Niger, lias already restricted the
rm traffic on that river as a matter of business policy ; as the only
hope, iii fact, of promoting legitimato commerce.

Fourth. We find encouragement even in the counsels of the Berlin
Conference. Couint De Launy of Italy, Sir Edward Malet of Inidia,
Mr. Kasson of the UJnited States, and Counit Van der Straten of Bel-
gilmn plead for restriction. And the Conference itself finally adopted
a sort of compromise, by expressing "la wishi that some understanding
should be arrived at between the Governments to regulate the traffie
in spirituous liquors."- Even the representatives of France and Ge>
mainy, thougli ndt voting for restriction by the great Powers, expressed
the belief that Ilthe Congo Government., ini any measures wvhich
it mighit deem it wise to adopt, %vould find the Powers ready to co-
operate to this end.-" -And lite C'ongo ()oiýrninent, ?rçpresentcd( by hie
King of te Belgians, is more titau rcady Io do ail Miai the scnîticlll of
lte nations 2vill sustain him in doing.

Have we niot, thon, great reason to believe that a united plea% of al
Christendom would be listened to by the contractîng iPowers ? I Say a
united plea, for separate national movements are considered )wellnigh
nseless. Each G overnmnt ivould feel that its own individual action
would only eut off its subjeets f rom the profit of the trade, and throw
it into other lîands, without at ail diminishing- the devastations icîîel
wve deplore. It must be an international mo.vement to be successfuli.
The same Fowvers that mnade the original treaty can revise it., and we
represent those Powers.

But the strongest consideration whl,1 presses upon ns is found in
a most touching appeal which cornes from. an unexpected source. A
lino of action lias been sugg ested, providentially and significantly, by a
Mohiammedan prince in West Af rica. I marvel that so littie hiced
lias been given to his ivords. Tlie Emir of Nupe, speaking for his own
dominions, sent many xnonths ago the following stirring message to
Bisliop Crowthier of the Niger Mission:

IlIt is not a long niatter," runs the appeal, "it is about barasa (runm).
It lias ruicd our country; it lias mnined, our people very mach; it lias
made our people xnad. " And. then, in the naie of God and the
Prophiet, lie beseeclhes Bisliop Crowther to ask the Committee of tlic
Chiurcli Missionary Sociuty to petition the Government to prevent bring.
ing oarasa into his land. Mayj we not consiàer this an appeal not mnereiy
to thec Chiurch Missionary Society but to ail missionary societies in this
Conférence, and tû the chuichs wliicà --iey represent? Has nlot thLz
Mohiammedan prince stmuck a keynote for tlîis great occasion? What
particular measures shall be adopted it is for the wisdom of thUs great
body to decido. May God direct its concils I
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