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No estimate of William E. Dodge can be complete which leaves out
of view his double service by tongue and pen. As tothe tongue, what was
there of all the various forms of effort which looks to man’s best good for
which he had not a willing contribution of voice? Were municipal affairs
corrupt ? Hear him thunder out his remonstrance, and exhort fellow-mer-
chants to guard the ballot-box and attend the primary meetings that deter-
mine for whom ballots are to be cast. Was a poor church in Baltimore
in need of help? He delivers a lecture for its benefit. Ilis voice was
clear and his enunciation good, and his manner simple, sensible, and
effective. His speeches in Congress are a model of patriotism and pru-
dence, charity and courtesy, and the number and variety and utility of his
various occasional speeches is surprising for a man who had never a
college education and never made oratory a study. He had something to
say and said it, with a single aim, to promote truth and virtue and piety,

ITis pen was that of a ready writer ; and as any one can see by his
signature, his writing had the supreme excellznce of being readable. e
formed an easy, legible, flowing hand, and he always used letter-writing
as one of the foremost agencies in service to men. What volumes these
letters, if they could now be gathered, would present, and what varieties
of topics they treated ! What was there that was needed in the way of
caution and counsel, of consolation and comfort that his pen did not con-
vey ! He valued an opportunity of putting a prop under 2 tempted young
man more than a chance of securing a bargain in goods ; and he never
gave up the imperial scepter of the pen to the cold mechanism of steno-
graphic clerks and typewriters. The sacredness of the confessional was
not more inviolable than some of his correspondence. MHe reminded us
of Charles H. Spurgeon, whose letters and postcards were seeds of the
kingdom sown over the wide world. His pen cxhibited its usefulness i
many unobtrusive ways, as when, to the fly-leaf of ‘¢ Wayland’s Letters to
the Ministry,”” which he distributed among expectant ministers of the
‘Word, he attached a personal letter of counsel, at once paternal and fra-
ternal, full of wisdom and graciousness.

When the awful trumpet of war sounded in 1861 Mr. Dodge was, with
his partners, among the carliest and largest subscribers to the expenses of
the struggle to preserve the republic, and whenever a new need arose a
new subscription followed, He who gave a son to the army, and would
have gone himself to the front had he been conscious of a call to that
duty, kept up the open line of communication at heavy cost. When the
great distress in the Lancashire cotton mills resulted from the blockade of
the Southern ports, Mr. Dodge started the movement to forward supplies
of money and food and clothing to the suffering operatives, himself acting

" as chairman of the Committee of Relief,




