
The I)ca7th.

THE,~ SEVEN YEARIS DEART-.

It wvas a gond many years berore the ac-
cession ofK1ing William 3d, that a fammerof
tbe îîame olKcrr rented a farm in tlîe parislu
of Minniegati; in the county of Wigton, on
the great road lead ini to Port-Patrick. The
farn lay at sonie, distance froni tiie rond, at
tbe foot ni some hills,a wild and Eecluded spot
po-ssessing fewv beaufies save to a person ivbo
had been earcd ia tîne neigbboumliood,whiose
earliest associations weme blended witlu the
scenes nfIilis youtiu.

The farm nf Kerr wvas of fnr greater extent
tban importance, only a feiv acres of' it heing
in culuivation ; but bis flocl<sweme nunnerous:
lie was lookod upon a-, a wealtby marn at tihe
pemiod of ivhich we speak, hnad been mnrmied
for many yearc-, but had inn chljdmen to cnjoy
tlunt ivealth wluich. incmeassed frorn year to
yeam. Thnis wvas the only drawback to bis
eartluly happinoss ; but lie nover repined or
lot a word escape bis lips to betray tbe wish
of luis heart. Even tine rude taunts of bis
more fhmrtunnte neigliboums ho bore witlu un-
rufliid couiitonance, thougli lue foît them
Lkeenly.

Such was tho .,iuation of the wumtly far-
merm, wben one moming- iii llnrlu.,t hoe WLlt-

out witb the tarliebt clawn to luokl at sonie
slnccp lue liad upon a lu11t in a di.-ltî part of
flie fiarin. Ile luad coututed tlucm, anc! was
1vcturning to mfin lus iucapers accooupanuied by
Colin, bis faitînful dog, wbio in devious ex-
cursions cimcled round the largo grcy stones
tînat lay scattered about: ho lnad puoceeded
some way without mis-siog- the animal, when
ho stopped and whistled for luimn: Colin, con-
trary to his usual custom, did flot corne
boundi n- to bis side, but answered by a ioud
barciog; a circumstanco wlnicl a littie sur-
Prisci lim but ho procoeded liomeward,
thinking that he'was amusing bimseif withi
some animal ho had discovered; and beingr
in haste to moin bis reapers, paid ne furtiner
attention to thls act or disobedience ir, biè lai-
vourite: breakfast passed and mid- day came,
and still Colin did flot make bis appearance:
bis master was both anigry and uneazy at his

absence; but in the bustie and laughtE-
the lîarvcst field again forgot the occai
thougînts of luis useful do-, that obhma
themseivee on bis muind : it dreiv touwr
evenin-, and stili no Colin camne: thue
cumstance wvas becoming- unaçcou.11%
none bad seen the dog : and uneasnes i
ceeded f0 aruger : bie now leit hbis reapers',
ivent to the bouse to inquire oi' Grizzelçf
animai had bcen in the house ; but she,
swered that sle hiad only seefi himn once
the early part of tbe day, for a minute
two, when alter receiving a pioce ni cgie
liad man off ivith it iii luis mounli, norstop,
to eat it, contrary to biis usual custom .t'
with the circumstance or bis Ieavingh, Lu
tbe morning, and bis unaccotnnableab4'
confirmed WVilliam Kerr in bis opinion t;
someîbiing uncommion must bave luapper
to hini : as lie couic! Mi do %without bis a,,
nce to gatber bis sboep lbr the niglii
out rcturfling to luis reapers, lie set out,
the spot wbere tbe doIg liad bft làm,e
and anoncallingbhim by bis well knnw
tic and name. The barren muirecho,
eail ; but nao Colin appGared. At leng1h
came to thc pl ace, and was overtakeii w
fear, as lie obserx cd tbe an'mal Etretct
upon the giound, with something ci«,
tbide bim, wlihcli lie seeiuied to watcb.

"Coliu! Colin !"1 he called, " poor c;o
The dogd did flot rize : lie gave every z,

tokenonijoy amipleasure at the siglun ,
master, and wagging bis tail; but liems
no etlbrt to stir, lèarful, apparently, of d
turbingD the object that lay beside him,

" Surely," said Luis master, '«my poorL
isbewitched. Colin, you rascal, conne s
me." But Colin mnoved flot,

The farmer stood rooted to the zsp,
bced neitlher the pow er to advance nor re
-a supemstitinus fear took pnssession of E
a tingizg feeling seemed to excite et
muscle of Lus body :the lèar in fact of,
fainies ivas upon him; and conceived hiu
the victim, oU fascination, for lue could ý
withdraw bis eyes from, the objectofliisab--


