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A SERMON ON POLITIOS.
There la aic lîower but of (bcd. The jî0wcrs thnt

iao airc ordafiiedlu of .- ion 13: 1.

Thore in to bc a Gonoral Elootion on the
'22nd of Füebruiary, and, us the Word tof
('od la the omîly rule cf faith and conuact,
lot us inquire ini view of thuut event wlint
it lias te say as to the duty of the Cliris-
tiftfl citizeni.

WVo %ill luok first, nit tie trutli (auglît in
theso vorses, aud sccuîiey, tut nomue lessons
f rom it.

I. The Truth tauglit, viz., tliat,
CIIVIL GOVEItNUENT 18 A DIVINE IN<8TITt'-

TI<)N.

One of the gndost cf ail trutlîs in, tliat
Gei!d Reiguîs. The Lord is King. Hoe
roigîîs both by riglît auîd by iighit. Tliiie
in thie kingdoîî anîd the power.

But, thîou gh Ho gîves coinniande as5 is
lus riglit, andi tlîougli He lîns power to
cumpel obedieiice to tliesu conuniamds
ivitlitîut any otlior nmatn, yot, as in the
spread uf the gospel, and the salvatiomi cf
manîî, Hec is pleased to wurk by liunian
agcîmcy, anid to tliis end Hc lias ordaiîîod
civil goverîiîeint as uneo ineans cf securing
a twa.Vrdl obediecc to His laws.

'l'lie Qucemniglht issuo Iaws for lier î'ast
domiionsti~ but if slue dlid nu mîore thait.
1-hat, tliere are muiltitudes of lawlcss sub-
jects iVhi( wvuilà (rive lia> heed to lier coiii-
ialitanfs, aind Lhe Empiîire %vcul. bu a scelle
of aiîarchîy, miurest, andi strife. Tiiere
1%vaui lie no.3afecty, lio pence. The law
uieroly on pîapor wu',aîdl bu iii) Ian'. To
secui'Q chudîcuce suie lias ofleers t(> cxc-
cuita> lier hîu's, gcveriîîmoî's %vitliî govern-
îiints, doîvil to tliat tif the snallest dis-
trict or v'illage, anid tie law iii ciforee~d lu

nI. This niai serve tii illustratu uie
mspoot of the Gt>vtŽriniint of God.

Hie is Kiîîg aiiong tho nations. Hie lias
givecuu Bis ctuiiiauds, [lis laws, 1111d He
<tocs uxot chicose, so far as iinaui's re-
]atiaai to his felloaîv ni» is cqicernied. to
use His Aliniglity powver iu comîpelling
obedience to thuese laws' Hie leaives mîeii
froc ini tlîat î'eslpect. A muan mîay olpl>rcss,
i' wrong, or rob, his ieigibor, and yeL

prusper iii tlîis worlai. And if God were
txa rest satisfiod witli nieroly givitic laws,
sucli as the ftuurth or sixtli or oighith coin-
mandînunt, anîd were to do nu mure, re-
servumg punisunouut for disubedience for
the noxt life, wvhat wutild bu the result.
.Multitudes wculd xîut obey Fis laws. Tlie
world would be a scane of strife li wluicli

mliglît would, inakîî righit. Su on g0 as a
strung îiait aritned could kocop liis housu
lits g<>ods would bc in J>eace, but wlieu-
evor a strouger thal lie would conte. lie
would spoil bis litiose. Thoere coud bc
nieithuer riglhtcousness, justice, for peuce
upuan earth. But theu great law giver lias
deviscd a. plait of sccuriing ubcdience tu
lus laws, iii this wvorld, no far as thiat law
refera Lu tho reglits of our neigliburs. Eu
lias establislie dcivil governioint, as a
ilncans of oshiblishing and clixforcitig uueace
and justice anid order amung mon, su tlhat
Iawlessnoess iiiay be restrained. IlThe law
is not mande for a riglitcous mian but fur
the lawloss; and disob)ediemît."

Just as our Queni, nominal liead and
laNw-givor of the Empire lias governiien lts
aîîd rulers in ev'ery Iart of biiet Euîipre,
su the Great ]Ruler lias governments in al
parts of His dominion that wvo know. It
is Aie gr'and seule. .r begin at tle
lowest anti snîallest, the guvernmeiîet of
sottie sunaîl village car toiwn. Above thiat
thore in the gover-iiîneîit of the cuinty.
Thon tliat of the province, over both
couîîty atnd tuwn. Mien the Dominion
tavor ail thiroe. And lastly the Britishi
Govertnîeimt over aIl, the centre of
authiority for the Emîpire. Is tîmat the
highcest ? Nay, even as a governinetît, it
is but a part of the Loeimiiiut oif the
Kiiîg of the Universo.Ition grn
î<sceiffing. scale, and cadli stop) but a piait
(if the une grand wlîole. "No power but
of Goîl. The> 1powers that be are ordalmîrd
of Gc.

Do that whlmi is gt>t>. anmd the rider
is the îiiîîistcr of (ffd bt tllîct forgoo(L'"

Do that whichi is evil anid tîmat saine rideru
is a mîminiister 'of Gud, ant avenger for

wrn.tlî tu, Iiiiui t.i:Lt doeti cvii." The grent
Ruller sas" Thou sliait miot kili," but if
He liaid ic mleaus of enfor-ciug thiat coin-
iiiand iii timis wt>rld it w'ould be unuchi more
cf a dead letter tliau it in. Hie lias iiisti-
tuted. civil gtîvernnuient for tliat plurp<)se,
to eiîforcc obedienco. WVIoso slieddetli
mia's blood hy mii sliah Fis blood bu
slictd. He lias thuts sasnctioiied the righut
of mueni su protect theiselves, anîd espueci-
ally the wveaker anîd lîelpless, froin theo
strong and lawloss. Ife lias given the
c0uininaii1d, He lias ordaimed powers, gov-
eriunients, to carrýy out tliat ccîmimand.
The law agaiiist murder on tuie statute
book is miot a iiore liunxai law; it is a
Divine ordixuance, anîd the rider wluo eni-
forces ubedieîîce to, Éliat Lawv is "la îiisiter


