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A Visit to Pembina Branch
Towus,
By a Commercial Representativey

The Pembina branch of the Cagadian
Jeacific Railway extends f{rom Winni-
per t Nopluka, a dstance of =21
niiles. and traverses one of the Leat
and most thickly settled sections of
Western Canada. Ior the first elzlity
miles the country is very flat, hut
west of that it is wosily rolling
prawrie.  Between Manitou and Piiot
Mound, where the rallway <crosses
the Pembina ‘valley, some very
pretty Dbits of scenery can ve had
irom the car windows, which is a
pleusant change from  the rather
ricnotonous prairie scenes.

A Jarge number of Germans of the
Mennomte  faith  are settled ua the
jands aagjacent to the wwas of GLratny,
Astona, Losenfeld, Plum Coulee, Wink-
les and Morden, These people zuwme
te thie country from Russia some
twenty or twenty-five jeurs a0 with
very little money and are dow in com-
fortable clreumstances and  tius dis-
trict is kaown as ohe of the vrest
faripea sectious of Mauitoua.

Thae lirst town on Luis fue of im-
portance is Morris, mention of whica
was wmade In a previous issue.

At Rosculeld, which is  the uext
station, we notice two chaages since
lunt year. D. Stewart has umlt a
store adjomning "his bardwate, aad is
utthing iv 4 stotk of furniture, and
WViebe Bros. have sold thelr peneral
stort: and are moving to Rosthern,
where they have a flour mill. From
this point u linc runs to the Inter-
natioux! boundary, where it coianects
with the Greatv Northeria Railway.
The stations on this Hoe are Altona
and Gretua.

Alv:sa,  although  only  some fiur
years old, is alrcadsy an mportant
bhusinesy  polnt, having five general
stores, two Jumber yards, aupiemeut
warchouser and a flour miil. Wliebe &
Kiassen have started a lumber yard
amd J. J. Loawen is bLullding o large
Implement warchouse,  The wheat
crop in tlie immediate vicinity of Al-
tonn was particularly good tlus sca-
son, averagliy over 23 bushels to the
acre.

Gretna, which is on  the boundary
line between Canada and the Unlted
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States, Is among the oldest towns in
thig province and is an tmportant busi-
nesy point, It has five general stores
owned by Isaac Loewen, John C. Mil.
ler, I, Yenuer & Co. and Schultz &
Stiefel; also four implement ware-
houses, furniture store, two drug
stores, otc,, and a branch of the dnlon
bauk. J. P. Friesen & Son own a flour
il at this polat wlilch has a capacity
of 100 bbly per day, also a largo lun-
ber yard, , Abram Xlassen has sold
his furniture business to Friesen &
Lemky.

Returning to the Pembina branch the
tirst town west of Rosénfeld is Plum
Coulee. At this point there are cight
general stores, one hardware, .two
lumber yurds, drug store, lmplement
warchouses, & branch of the Bank of
Hamilton and a flour mill. The only
new husiness hcre since our last visit
ijs that of W. aund J. Stewart, who
have opened a hardware store,
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hest tusiness towns on this tne, and
la an important cattle shipping puins.

Ln Riviere is in a very pretty spot,
benfg eltuated in the valley, of the
Pembina River. There are now two
general storcs and a  hardware here
and as tae C. P. R. Co. have recently
made this adivisional point 1t is sure
to expertence considerable growth dur.
fng the next few years.

At Rilot Mound, P. Winram & Co., of
Manitou, have cstablished &  branch
here, huving purchased the general
rtore buginess of Baird & Co., and Wm.
Wardman has started a grocery and
confecsionery busmess. Dow & Curry
have an oatmeal mill here and do a
arge rhipping trade. Tho oat crop
in this district was particularly good
this scason, the average yield belag 60
buehels to the acre.

Crystal City has mado marked pro.
gress during the last few years, and
sinco our last visit there have been a
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W. Peters’ Fiour Mili at Winkler, Man.

Winkler is the last town in the Men
ronite reeerve, although Morden ggets
a considerable amount of this trade,
Winkler, although but five years old,
has made wonderful progress and .t
now has five general stores, two hard-
wazres, & juriiture store, two lumber
vards, drug store, & brauch of the Dank
of Hamilton, ctc, aiso a flour mill,
with a capacity of 125 bbls. per day,
as well as seven elevators.

Morde:n: ranks fourth an importance
amoug the towns and c.ties of Man'-
toba, and is the principal town soulh
of the¢ math line of the Canadian Pac’-
fiz 1.uwaty in thie proviuge. A laege
trade is done here and the principnd
woerctants carty heavy stocks 9f gouds,
‘There are abjut 75 business Dlaces at
this polat. A large trade is done in
implements, grain and cattle, the town
belog the centre of a [ine agricultural
district, Mordon has two chartercd
banks and a fino hospital.

‘thornhill, though a small blace is
muking steady progress. Kilgour &
Jordan are the general merchants here.

There have Leen almost no business
chunges ab Manitou since our, last visis,
There are at this polut five general
ctores, two hardwares, two larness
shops, two druggists, two furniture
warehouses and two Jumber yavrds, be.
sides a number of other busmesses, in.
cludingg soveral implement warehvuses
and branches of the-Lnion Bank and
Bank of Hamilton., This is onaof the

number of business changes. W. M.
Davis has started a2 furniture store,
erecting a building for ths purpose. J.
Pirie built a brick veneer block and
Smith Bros. have crected o large brick
hotel, which they are fitting ap i first
claas shope. A new public hall bui'd.
ing is ajso among this year's improve.
ments.  ‘Che principal business change
is that in the hardware busincss for.
merly owned by R. Rollins, which he
has sold to Sparling & Lander. Ciystal
City is well represented by the diifer-
ent lines of business, the principal deas.
ers teing J. G. Steacy and P. A. Young
& Co., gencral merchants, Sparling &
Lander, hardware; C. F. Oke, drugglst;
J. C. Grummett, harness; Jas. Conway,
lumler, also a branch of the linlon
Bead, and a flour mill owned by Greel-
wauy Bros. . .

Hunter & Moore itave & branch store
at Clearwater, which is the only
store at this point. This otation is
i a very pretty spot for a town, be-
+1dn3 being in a good farming locality.

Mather is a rew; town and-has pros-
pets of  Lecoming o good business
point. A. Laugldin is  tho goneral
merchiant here.

At Cartwright, Hunter & Moore and
W. G. Fernington have general stores,
and Phillip & Co., a hurdware. In ad-
dition to these there are several small.
er business  places. A considerable
Increaso is noticeable in the umount of
grain. marketed here this season over



