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The Tomato in Oans.

Each year when fresh tomatoes first appear
on the market in the largs cities thoy are re-
tailed at from 10 to 20c per pound. This, of
course, is very eatly in tho season, and their
consumption is very limited, being confined to
the comparatively wealthy class of people.
With advancing season the price diminishes, as
the supply increases, and retailers sell them in
acity like Chicagoat 5o per pound or equs! to
$3 per bushel of sixty pounds. Very fow
people, however, when they huy a can of toma.
toos at retail for 10;, the average price of the
last few years, realize that it takes an average
of sixty pouuds of tomatoes to fill a dozen cans
and that one can contains in tho concentrated
form fivo pounds, which in the fresh state
would cost 23c. It sceins marvelous that this
can be and is teally done, Tao explanation is
simple eaough. The packer coatracts with the
grower to take thuy erop grown on sonany
acrer.  The grower has asuro market near his
farm and gets from 20 to 25c per buskel, 3 of
u cent oc 5-12¢ at most per pound, and the crop
grown aud delivered in this way, freo of coat of
freizht, commission, shrinkage, etc., pays the
farmer bettor thao anything he can raiss on
the same quantity of land, giving him from
$10 to $100 per acre as & rotura for his time
and werk in tending and delivering the crop.
‘The packing gives omployment to oan makers,
box makers, nail makers anda host of others,
besides the ging of psople omployed iu tho
canoery. The packer can still sell the thres-
pound tomatoes in cans from 80 to 93¢ 2s- doz.
eu to tho jobber, and the jobber to the retailer
at a small advance, 8o that the consumer gets
the prodact of five pounds of fresh tomatoes
for 10:, deliverad in the kitcben ready for use
at any mioute aud preserved £0 a3 to keop for
ton yoars if so requiced. If scliced raw toma.
toes ara wanted, then canced goads woan't fill
tho bill. For cooking purposes in any kind
whatever the canned avticle is in overy way

preforable, cheaper in actual cost and ready for
ueo without any waste in timo or work in peel-
ing and preparipg. without loss from green
or rotten spots and with mach less time in
cooking  The flavor is belter because the
ttock is frosher when canned than tho goods
that have been shipped and bhavo lain around
in a cellar or storo for a week ov more. In
tho cooked stato the tomato retrins a'l its
wholesomo and hygenic value the same as in
the raw state We scarcely attach to tho
tomato the full hygenio value as food which
it possesses, In therapeutic virtue it will
double discount * littlo liver pids,” nr big pills
of auy kind., The juice of tho tomato is of an

acid character, and i3 a veritable
cleanser of the liver and purifier of
the blood. It stoms to dissolve fatty

matter, and sweep away impurities of any
kind, The writer saw this exemplified in a
canpery, where a shute, used for slaughter
house offal, was also used to discharge the
akiae, cores and rofuto of tomatoes. The shute
io question became clean and free from taint of
any kind as soon as tomato canuing season
commenced, while at other times it wag an
abomination to the olfactories and a menace to
. the health of the people in its vicinity. The
men wording at tne bench capping, ete., fre.
quently used a tomato to get and oxtra ¢‘clean”
pair of hands after specially dirty work. (Of
courso these torrntoos are not canned after be-
ing so used.) WWell, this ought to be enough
to convince a purblind skeptic as to the virtue
of tomatoes gs liver modicine. Strange to say
thero are only threo million cases of theso goods
consumed per year, say seventy two million
caus or one and npe-tenth cau per capita, about
11 cents worth in vaiue, while we use siaty-
four pounds of sugar per capita per year—
value, $3.75.

There is no fear of the tomato pack being too
large unless speculative holders begin to pre-
veat the consumption of the goods by boomiug
and holding for higher priccs,

At an averago retail prico of 10¢ or 12¢ per
can, in place of a consumption equalling only
ono and & tenth cans per capita, the consump-
tion ought and soon will rise to six cans per
capita, requiring to meet it a pack of fifteen
million cases por year, in place of three or four
millions as at present.—Chicago Grocer.

Pork Packing,

The total packing in the West for the week
has becu 190,000 hogs, compared with 170,000
the preceding week, 215,000 last year, and 180..
000 two years ago. The total from March 1 is
1.220,000. agsiost 1,495,000 a year ago—de.
creare, 275,000 hogs. The guality of the offer-
ings is generally good. "Prices have been
further advauced, the average for western
markets being about §7.45 per 100 pouads. or
50c hizher than a week agn, —Cincinnati Price
Curr-ut, April 25,

Canadian Pagific Railway.

The Sharcholder, London, England, of April
15 8ays :—The company offers for subseription
$7,285,000 of bonds of the Minneapolis, St.
Paul aud Sault Ste. Marie Railway Company,
on which the interest is guaranteed uncondi-
tionally by tho Cavadiaa Pacific Company it-
solf. The bonds carry 4 per cent interest, run
for 50 years, and are secured by a first mort-
gage on the line, in common ith other bonds
of precisely similar character. They ara issned
at the rate of $20,000 per mile in respect of an
extension of the maia lino from Hankioson to
a connection with the Cavadian Pacific at the
iotornational bonadary  Tho length of line is
364 miles, of which 190 miles are already
built, anad the romainder is under contract for
completion during the summer. This exten.
sion hos been planued with a view to give
short routes from tho great cities of Minneapo-

lis and St. Paul to tho Pacific coast. With its

Canadian Pacific conneotions it will cons’itute
a now through trunk line between the Atlantic
and Puacifie, which, it is asserted, will compare
favorably with any othor transcontinental line
for distanco geadients, curvatures, and the
traflic yielding oharactor of the country tra
vorsed. 'The rovenue of tho last yesr gavea
satisfactory surplus of caraings over fixed
charges, and everything goes to show that the
railennd is a good solid property. Tho bonds
are 1,000 each, offered at £187, payable by in-
stalments, reaching to July 25, Luterest rune
from April 1, and & threo monthe’ coupon will
Loattached to thoserip. Making allowance
for these circumstances the issue price will
work out under 91} por cent, giving a return
of nearly 4% per cent. Interest is payable in
gold coin in New York or in London at 43 13d
per dollar.

Crops in Europe.

The Liverpool Corn Trtule News of April 18
says:—Thelong-expected and anxiously awaited
rain bas at length made its appearance in
various parts of Burope, but the downfall has
been partial aud very slight, The nature of
the season seems to s an arid one. ‘The out-
cry for rain was almoat universal. Dariog the
past few days it hss tried its hardest to rain,
but the actual moisture precipitated can have
done little real good, and should it be folloned
by bot suushine may do barm, as tho roots,
instead of being diawn downwards by the wet,
will have a tendenoy to seek the surface mois-
ture and suffer in consequence. The latest
crop reports apecially collected by our own
correspondonts in various parts of the world,
the exact dates when despatched being given,
may be thus summarized:—
Germany—Hamburg. April 18.—winter sown

wheat not injured materially by frost and
drought, but the spring sown wheat is
seriouely damaged; the drought continues,
(wheat and rye are almost wholly planted
in the autumn, but barley iz mainly a
spring crop.)

France—Paris, April 17.— Weather conditions
less favorable.

*  Paris, April 1S.—Weather warm, slight

rain yesterday.

Auslria-Hungary—April 17.—Crop reported
injured by frost and drought, prospects
becoming less favorable.

Italy—Genoa, April 17.-~Drought,

Spain—Barcelona, April 17.—Drought con.
tinnes, estimates of crop being reduced.

Russia—-Odessa, April 17.—The crops through-
out South Russiz. are reported to be in
an unfavorable condition.

Iu onr own country the season by many is
considered uofavorable to the farmer, but eince
1868 it has bocome proverbial tha$ wheat in
England never doos 80 well as in a drought; it
remains to he proved, however, whether this
applics to a drought in March and April, as to
one in May and June—if so ths roputation of
some old weather saws, *‘tho wisdom of many
and the wit of one,” will suffer badly,

——e il Pereen.

The New French Tariff.

The Loandon Chamber of Commerce Joarnal
says: *The tariff act pissed in France, Febru-
ary 1, 1892, by which the dutics on many class-
esof merchandise were greatly increased, has
caused a most pronounced falling off in the for-
cign trade of that country, as is shown by the
value of the imports and exports during the
firat two months of the grcsont year, snd com-+
parcd with those of 1892. The total value of
impurts this year was 637,764 francs, against
961,862 francs in 1892. Exporte, however,
showed little change, tho values being 489,604
francs in 1893, and 496,752 francs in 1892.”



