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natead of liaving te bring thon, 1,5i00 Milon
froni Estern Cancada, nt. the ,1uaraninc coni
pellodl imiportera to do.

VER? DI8flRÂOEFUIJI
Tiix COMMERSCIAtL lias on more than ana

occsion during Vieo paat yoir drawn attention
to the neceaaity for gretatr activity ou tho part
ot tho postal departmont in fnrnishing mail
facilities ta tho penple of western Canada.
Thora have been many complainte comlug from
ail parts af the country, soinc perhapa un-
reaianabla in thoir nature, but athoîs foundad
an gond cause. The inosI Slaring and long.
standing c~ase of ollicial noglect, howve r, is ln
tae coa of tho riilway linos in Maînitoba

aperated hy the Nartho-a Pacifie Comupany.
This company ln now operating threu distinct
linoa in Manitoba, ivith an aggre-gate milcagu
of ovar 300 miilea. A portion cf this railway
niîcage liai tison regularly operatod sinco 1889,
and neanly thb entira distance lias been iu
operatin for aver a year, yet this railway
systeni bas flot beau utilired We any extent
whataver in cirrying the mnails.

Raferenca lirs hoetofara beau mado in theso
columns to the advantagca which would ho
dorived froin a mail service bath uver the main
lina of tho Nortlîern Pacifie betwean Winnipeg
and Emerson, and over the Morris-Brandon
hranch of Zlho saine rond. Thoe are several
pont offices at pointa along or near the main
lino o! railway, but theaec offices ara sîîpplied
by mail carriers, thoîîgh a dally express train
ie run over the rond. In the caae o! the fui-
portant town of Emerson, the mail ini aarried
acrass Ltce pecairie a distance a! about tventy
icilles, wlcen iL could bc dolivered ou the spot
daily froni an express train.

On tho Morris-Brandon brandi the situation
la similar. This rond has been lu op3ration
about a year, and rune through 160 miles o!
country as well sattled as the average aattlcd
partions o! Manitoba, but na usa bas yat beau
made of the railvay La carry the mails. The
post oics cstablishied in the region bafora the
railway was constructcdl are still supplied lu
the nId way by mail carriers.. Soma of thesa
post offices ara locateil quita close W LIce rail.
svay stations which have since been established,
white some of the railway stations are six or
eigbr tuiles F.-om a post office. This is of course
a great inconveniene ta the ncerchauta and
otheri wli, have settled aIt points along the
railway. A number o! littIa tosvns have grown
up along the railway, and the commuon euse
way o! fui nishing tumait accommocdation ta tho
districts servedl by tho road wauld be Wo c!osu
Up these country post ollices, in casas %vhero
they are located near the railway, and open
new offices at the depots. The fanmers drive
Wo the railway stations wo market their grain
and buy their store gonds, and thoy could get
their mails at the sanie tume. Under the
preBent systcm the business men along the lino
are oblige'l ta use the tolegraph or express
aystenis in camnnîunicating with Winnipeg or
other pointa, at considerablo cxpensc, or wait
for the s'ow mail dolivered at tha neareat, coun-
try office by cai rier. Tbim. is most unatisfac.
tory ta the reRidenta along tha railway, even
,,yhere they hava a pont cilice close by. At
Roland station for instzancc, thor a an post

ofico wlthin two milcs of the village, but it fs
only supplied wlth ono tail pier weelc, whlch
ts carricd acros tho country froni Morden, on
tlîo Delorainc branch. By this service it taken
about three wecks to gat on answer ta a latter
addressed to Winnipeg, leua than soventy miles
distant, thougli thrco passcnger' trains par wccl'
pass tho place. Gonds ahlppedl front Winnipeg
arc recelved one ta two weekis boforo the In-
voice, whlchla i sont by mail, in recclved.

This in the condition of things along the
M\orris-Brandon branoh, and It la cortainly vory
disgraceful wo the authoritios who ara responsi-
hie for il, Somo pointa, such as Ws'wanescc,
recaivo two mails por wcek by carrier, but this
is flot much of an improvement. Why this
stato oi thlný-S shoutit exist no long. is a matter
for wonder. It le believcd. by sanie that tha
Dominion Governont han decidedt to boycott
the Northcrn Pacific, henco thu rcason for wlth.
holding the mails fromn this road. Whiatlior
this bo tha case or nlot, is flot aur matier Wo
cnquire. Tha question le nlot ne for tho rail.
way, but for the people. Tho people along tho
Northera l'acific railway gystem ln Manitoba
hava a right to doînand and recoive raaaonablc
treatmont fram tha Govcrument. Thay ara
citizens o! thn country and are dloing thelr
share to support iLs institutions. The ruilway
providcî tho means for a very mucb botter mail
servico than can ba supplied by the old systamn
in vogue befora the rond was huilt, and it is
the duty of the anthorities ta taka advantaga
of thoea facilities. UnIcas rmaouablo treat-
mont is acon accordcd Wo thea ,esidents slong
this railway, the peopla sautit moike thrn.
selves heard in no uncertain wav.

MIXE FARKING.
Saveral o! the English delegates who recently

visited the Canadien Northwcst to epy out the
land on ta, epeak, axpreaaed their surprise at
tho genoral limitation by our farnera of their
operations te simple grain raising, and wara ab
a losa to sea how fariuing eould ba macla profit-
able one year with another, wbare ctock-raising
was s0 genarally neglected. To au English
fermer this would cartainly score somewhat of a
aiystery, saeing that during a very short visit
to a new country, ho confit scarcaly bceaxpected
to grssp the situation, or divest biniseif of tha
fixed ideas ho beld ou farmicg, a pursuit ho had
beau trained in according tu accaptedl English
ideas from hies arliest thinking days. Ha
might fait ta comprehend that braaking up of
the virgin prairia soif la in sainse measure like
tha bra-sking o! a côlt, which hied nover known
the reatraint of aven a halter. That thia virgin
soif likre the colt had Wo ha eubdued, and that
graiu.raiuing for a few years was the only prac-
tient and profitable way of tsuhduing iL, and
hringing it inWo a condition Wo bo usad for other
branchas af agriculture. The English farimer
viaitor mighit alan fait ta learu that the great
majarity of our fariners are stilI busily angaged
in this work o! subdluing the saoit, and that
sixty tw savanty par cent. of tha Northwestern
lands ia crop during the paab, season hava hen
broken up froin prairie sodt duning tha past fiva
years. Anotiier toînporary circunistance may
nlot hava beau knowu Wo the English fariner,
namnaly, that owing Wo dry ycars and short
craps of h.sy, routes aud rougit grain fron 1887

up ta tha presorit year, tha raisbng o! cattle,
andI stili more so of hogs lias falleu, off lustcasi
o! Inecaed during tho past throe years, and
the situation in that respect le prabably wormo
now than at any time durlng tho pait five
ycars.

After maklug allowance for ail the aboya
clronncstances, a vloîv of tha situation aI. pros.
ont furnishes ample proof of the fnlly notlced
by some of aur Engliph visltlng dolegates. It
is not neccssary te look at the agriaultural
,sltuatn.n ta sc this, ai the commercial one bas
tho proofs an the surface. If in such prodents
ai beef and pork wa filed aur own Ionuit wanta,
aud made no attempI. nt axportlng wo shouhl
fait fair short o! aur capabiltie. But we <la
nas bogin to supply aur home wants ln cithor.
At toast S2,000,OOQ le paid for lnîported. hog
prodncts by tho peoplo of Western Canada,
every pnccnd o! which ehoulcl ho producced la or
close ta tho Province of Manitoba. Thon oic
tha bef question msny peoplo thluk the local
eausumpt is attended La, whien tha butchor
gats enough far bis demande, wlieroas every
pound af cured and cannod beef eould, and
should ha produced and canued in thls country.
Anothar item af importa sectes a singular
anonsaly, nainely, thet of drassed uiutton, a
vary largo proportion of the supply a! which
cances frons tho State of Montana, aud so an
iva confit enamsrate products Importbd, which
coufid bc raisedl with what goas annually to
waiteoan aur prairie fanse.

IL car' ba clearly sean, thut this negleet af
sWock.raabng is a great drawback Wo lnduatrial
developmant in aur Wowns and claies. If we
caccit get aur farinera ta rais 4icient bttf,
pork, muttan and se forth ta 611l tha local de.
mand for cured and cannd meats, it le folly tu
expeet aur wown and 'city people ta Invest in
packing and canning undartakinge; and if wo
cannot, for want af the raw inatarlal which the
farinera only cao produce, astablish industries,
which will dcpend mainly uponnahomoadamand,
it wc.uld ba commercial insauity Wo thlnk o! es-
t.ahliiching those, which would dopaud mainly
upon an expert market.

Thora eau ha no donflît but thera are great
diffleultiasin the way of aur farinera in gatting
into stock.naisiug, for a !ew yeara aiter they
sottie au a prairie fanm, but we hava now a
numnher of nId settlad farnera, wlîo hava avery
facility for goicig loto the undartaking, aud
thair efforts put forth would more than supply
the local demaud for meat produnts, wbich wo
now hava Wo impant. The argunment af insui.
fiant financial reanurcea ta go loto stock raiaing
is a powerful one, for a great many o! aur farin.
era are toc paoo ais yet We do so. But the uucber
who ara fiuancially able le ample, if they wil
only tend their efforts lu that direction. Be.
aides thera ara tooncany of ourfariers witlî four
ta six huudred acres o! land, and no live swock
plaading poverty, whcre with Lwo huud<ed
acres aud a reasonablo shara o! live stock, Lhey
would hava no causa ta complain.

Tlîomus Edison, tha great inveutor, has bau
ded 30,000 acres of nickiel property iu tho Sud.
hury distriot. His expert saya that it le the
nicheet mine in the world. Mr. Edison laimis
tliat thce naw process ho bas discovered 'ilt
0 hceapen the production of nickel.


