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Daisy's Christnmas Shopping.
Une afternoon shortiy before Christmas, a littie girl

namcd Daisylidmontis sat before an open bureau drawer
lit lier own littie room, counting over the Christmas
prescrits wbhicl she biad bouglit or madie for otber people.
Site bati taken good care te lock the door sa tbat bier
lerotbers, Cari anti Han-y, shoulti not surprise bier by
entering suddenly andi getting a peep at tile pretty things
site bad been carcfully hiding for days. Very tenderly
:lie lifted out one package alter another, unfolding tlb,.
b.oft wrappings andi gazing with admiring eyes upon ea z1a
abject in turn.

Tiiere werc the dainty work.bag for mamma, the
smnootb ivory paper-cutter for papa ta cut the pages of
bais new mnagazine with, two ioveiy gantes for Han-y andi
Carl, andi a box of candy for cacb o! themn besiie. Then
there 'vere tbe braitiet iamp.niat wbich site bati worked
bier:>cf for graudma, the perfumeti bandkercbief-case for
Aurit Annie, picture-books for bier two baby ccusins,
ati two smart neckties apicce for the cook andwvaitress.
S-ait aise hati a iittlc remembrance for each of her play-
mates, and for bier teacbers botb in tbe day scbool and
Sunday scbool.

WVhile turning over the Icaves of the bookiet sbe hati
chosen for ber Sunday scbool teacher, Daisy suddenly
stopped short andi caugbit ber breatb. It came ta ber
tike a flash tbiat sbe biatiforgotten to get presents for ber
minister andi bis wife, both of wbomn she Ioved dearly.

-Oh, how coulti 1 forget my dear kinti Mr. andi Mrs.
lîratiford! * sbc exclaimeti, ber sunny face clouding
over for an instant. Tben burriedly locking up bier
trcasures, sbe bid the key behinti a vase on tbe mantel
and took, out bier purse ta sec bow much money she bati
lcft- Alas! ber little hoard o! Christmas money biat
nmeltcd a-éay cntircly, ail] but two cents.

t mmediateiy sbe startcd ta go anti asic ber mother ta
ta give bier more money, but at tilt heati of the stairs she
liaused. She wvas a thaugbîful littie girl, andi remnem-
bereti titat site biat aircatiy asketi twice for more money
for ber Chnistnias shopping; andi tbe last time, site
rcmembered tbat bier papa biad looketi rather grave, andi
mamina had explained ta bier afterwvard tbat bis busi-
ness iias troubling bim anti that it nmade bimr fecel sar-y
not ta givc bis chiltiren as iiberal a sum as usual ta
.spcnd ia holiday gi!ts.

«I must make the twa cents do, sanie way,- site
.ait ftrmiy. IlI can't ask for more money, and hurt
îîapa's feelings." Sa she skippeti down.stairs, put on
lier fur jacket and tam-o7-shiantcr, andi started off once
mo're for Miss Crinkle's attractive sbop wbere sbe liati
mnade nearly ail lier purcitases. It was a sniail town in
iwbich Daisy liveti, autd a fcw moments' waik brougbt
bier ta %Main Street. Site walketi about sorti time amnong
the fascinating things at Miss Crinkle's, trying ta fiaid
.some littie thing that cost oniy ane cent. Finally site
..xi some handsome penholders in a case- Tbey -.vrt
Illack. andi orn-.mented 'withi gold,,'with golti pens in them.

"Oh, a Pen wvouid lie just the tbing for '.I-. Brati-
fardi ta write bis sermons ivitb'" she saiti ta bei-self.
Bui içben site fountl that thcy ivcrc a dollar andi a hlli
lier licant sank. A happy thoughît came, howcver,
ininicdiately altcr.

1How niuch wouid a steel pien cast. just the pen,
wubtout the penhaider :1' she asked braveiy.

4 Oh, steel pens are ten cents a dozen, or a cent
<apicce ' replied the clerc.

e cry weil, 1 wîili take one," saiti Daisy.
Whbile -ho %vas picking out a nice brigbit ont, sEic

- ýî.i'.en1y ei-eenbcreýd that tic long pins withbli'ack
radý-. much as lier niamnma wvorc ta fasten un lier hat,

4l ost but onc cent. She bati bouglit "ome Qîec for
'-1 offlva %hîlimet tiratcfore. It would lie a vcry .Çuit-

.k!'~r ltrren: for Mr<. ratiford, site tbouglit . c sL.e
forei ~ one. andi whien 1'oth lier %niaii putichases wcre

rY1 r.i in tiss-uepapatr -.lie ria boraîc wvitî a !,gli
lic.it.

I won't ie1! mamima wliat I'vc got, titi after-
ivward," site said, « because site may feel badly

,;that 1 couldn't get sonietbing nicp.r for them.
c- Anyway, they are very usefui presents, andi beside

li manima saiti that any gift no niatter bow srnali,
%vas valuable if only real heart love wvent wvith it,"

k~and so Daisy dismissed the 3ubject: front lber
thoughts.

Mr. andi Mrs. Bradiford were just getting up frojîi
the breakfast table on Christmas wlben Daisy Edmontis
appeareti ini the doorvay. looking like a littie picturc,
wîrth a bunch of hiolly bei-ries ini her hand.

Il Vve cornte ta wisb you a nîerry Cbristmias," site
said, -«andi to bring you each a very littie gift. I hopc
you wvill finti them useful, if tbey aren't mucb of a
present; but a great deal of love goes with them, and
mamma says it*s the love tMat makes the prescrit
v'aluable. Perbaps you wvill write one of your sermons
wiîla this, MIr. Bradford, sorne time," anid site looketi
sI'yly into bis face as she lbanded him the brigbt, new
pen.

" «Why, Daisy, a brand new pen "tii ý mirtister
cxclaimard, Il Vhy, that's exactly what 1 was needing.
hoiv could you guess! " andi the little girl %vas suddenly
takien up int blis strong arms. I shall write my vcry
best sermons witb it, yes indeed, dear 'child; andi let me
tell you that the trxt of one of them shall be your own
sweet self," andi as be bent to kiss ber, Daisy tbought
she saw tears shining in his cyes, %vhich seemei to bier
a very funny tbing to happen.

IlAnd 1 shall tie a ribbon on my Chîristmas biat-pin
so that it wil! flot get mixeti with tbe otbers in my pin-
cushion," said dear, ldnd MIrs. Bradiford, and 1 shall bc
very choice of it and oniy wear il with my very bcst
bonnet!1"

So tbey petted and praiseti andi tbanked ber andi
made her feel se happy.

Wben shte got borne andi tolti her papa and marnma
tbewh~oie story, ta ber surprise thcy both hugged andi
hissed andi praised ber, too; and for just a moment site

îhouglit shet saxV tears
shining in tbeir cyesalsa.
But asthey weresmiiing
ail the timte, andi laugli.
ing and Iooking at tath
other i1. a bappy way.

1 ý 1 Daisy felt sure tbat they
nmust lit wliat site Icalteti 41bappincss tears," anti was
glatider than cevcr that she had managed ta ruake tht
two cents do, witout croubling ticai papa andi mamma
about it in any way.
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