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It is soinowbsnt difficul?. after the lapse of Go 1111,1Y yoars, and
nt. thîs distance f rom tho sclle et iLs occurrance, to understcuîd
wvbv tho Dieruption %wbliclî took place iii tho Chureli of Scotland luk
thidinoutiî ot May, 1843, aud îvhicli rcsulted ia the formation autit
establitsliiinent ot thé Frc Churoli of Scotland, should have batit
repeated in this uewv country the fallowing ycar. Cortain it im
thiat tire causes which Icd Up to the 1)isruption did siot exis?. il%
Canada. No dotibt tire sympathies of a largo nuinbcr of P'resb3
torians in thîs country îvero witb their brethron iu the old tend
mund lad thezu ta follow their exemple, but, ho that ne it nuîy, ilu
144 a Disruption on a aniali senle as oomparod %vitlî that iu

Scotland, took place in Canada. Toronto, thii, as naw, beiug w-eIi
tO the front il, oery religious inovenment, taking the lead Con
scqucntly n numiber of tire incînhersot St. Anidreow's cbuirch, thon
in connoction with the Church of Scotlaud, teit it te ho tiroir dut3
ta corne out tram that contrction and forn a non' congrégation tu
bo in conction with tho Fr00 Churcli of Scoclaud. Stops wcre
uit unce takon to effeot tiîs abject, but a proposition having mnti-
tirno becs inado ta thein by the Preabyterian Churcli et York, a
sort of independont Prosbyterian Cîmurcli, a, wlaioh tho lato Uév.
,lits. Harris liait faithfully ministeread for twonty-feur yeza, and
ivboso p lace of ivorsbir thtm occopied the site oni which Knox
church building nour staudij. A union %vas happily étfected under
the ninme of Knox church, ef which Mr. Harris, altbougli rotired
frrat active service au al pastor, continucid a mienber and cilice-
hearer until bis death which taok place iii 1873.

'fli conigregation thus fornucd in Jnly 18441 set about gettUog a
ýastor, and thoir choico fell upon Rev. Dr. Burnîs, et Paisbiy,
Scotland, one îvho hlad taken a mnos?. active part during the IlToit
Year'is Conflicil which oulmiaatcul iu the Disruptian aud who hiadt
î'isited this country, as a deputy tramn the Free Cliurcb in its
interoas and whose otirring nddreus .whieh arc still roinembored
by sanie among us, na daubt, contribtcd largoly ta, tho usie
resuits here.

He acceptod the cail extenulcd by the nowly formcd congroga-
tien snd was induoted iota, thé char ge on M.ay 23rd. 1845i, exactly
tu-a yosrs after the groat ovent whichi took placo in Scotland.

Betiveén the tinieoaf its formation and tire induction of Dr.
Burns as pastor, tho congregation huid been iuiaistered ta by some
distinguished mon, among vrhom Roi'. Alex. Ring, af Glasgow,
Scotland, atoru-ard 1'ratcssor et Divinity at Halifax, N.S.,
dosorves mention. Tvo yenrs alter tho induction af Dr. BJurns
the churcli building was destrayodl by firo. With characteristic
energy and zen!, the congregatian rit once set about rc-btiildfig,
and in Sept. 1848 the proscut stili handeomno aud sub.çantial
building,%%-as opeued %vith approprinto services. The collections
vore large on the ocuasion ai theoaponing ot the hanidernie ncw%
churcli and among the contributions laid on the lilate %verc a stiait
cola ring aud brooli, nat af very groat %,aluie but tending ta shlow
that somoûbody's hear?. iras in the cause and Icd them ta, do uhiat
they could. TÙheso articles caime into mny possession as treaslirer
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of tho congregation froin lb6jtin 76, and 1%cro hlided cicor ta my
auccessor sud are proaaly Mli in existence. Net rnuch jes on
record regarding the congregauien during Dr. Burns' pasterate,
it seeme ta have galle ou in quiet coîîîorvativo iTsy, tiudisturbcd
by questions about orgaris, hymne, higlber criticimni or any* ut lier
itinuvatians wivcb taome yearâ lat er caus cd a Mtir.

ln 18.56 Dr!' Burns rosigned, Iîaving becu apjpoiîîtcu te a Pro-
fessors chair in Knax Cellege. O! 'his abundant aud ardurjus
labors iii tho cause ef the cliu:cli aud college te wbich il îuay ho
truly saut his whole leuiî Canada inas devoird, it is niet iiet-enFor3-
hero te treat as thee lhav-e b)eeii,.wll set forth in 1, af nudt Times
of 1)r. Borns " publisheil saoine %-cars aga sand which lias lico resnd
hy multitudes. Suiice it to say thit. bis lahous a vert flot by ny

ineaii. contineil ta 1Xuox church and cigregatien, but
wcre frecly given te, the churcli ns a irbole aiud ta, tie
college as well. Onme eau scmsrcely "151?. a dlistrict of Ceiloida

* îhero ha is net spaleu af %vith the greatc8t respect bid
estti-cn for bis ivork's salie

Tirevaca:îcy lsztcd for aver tvuo, yearr. Tire coag!rgmi.
Lion veuld have none Lut a munster front Scotumncl iiiml

*. ater noveral calsa had heurt givei andi decliînet auccese nt
Ilngth crewuîied tlacir efforts. On Sceltermbcr lOtm IS5the L.
late lmghiv esteenid Dr. Topp of Eclinhîîrpmvis iiidictri

*/ pastor. TIme cngrcgtmon lourishcd initier lise iiiiistyv
u-hicli n'as thamctcrizcdl by great taihluissand liv rai e
P-ol seonne aud Souit jtidRImclit.

lui 1867 tIme scripetural oflite of Deacen n'as revived liu
the congrcgatieu. Se far mas ire are ai-are, nt) ottier J'ces.

~';byterian congregatien lun Canada up to that, tin)e liait
r:. dacans, an office %vhich je imy no mealus general in thoc

Plroshyteriau Church of Canada te-day. lilany stili present
Lc-wth nse iill reumeunher tho tff battles that ivere fouglit

71over this matter, sut! how in Ltme ciad the paater gaincd tîmo
-- victory witlîouL anybody having becii badly hurt.

Iu 1871 Ltme congrcgatien unucrtook tire orectien ot a
mission chape! in 1)ucboss streét, wliere muet excellent
work lis beca donc creraince. Nothingeover doue by ti
congrcgation, lias Imen more blcsscdl than the establishmeont
and carryingou et Duchess etreet miission. It isstill lu a
mos?. prosperous condition and i e carrieil on 'oy a band ni
mont faitfl aud efficient %workcrs, u-hase laborp are a
blc8sing to many ia tho neighberlîaod.

In 1874 tho present extension aud cornine<ious &chec,]
buildlings wero airecteid nt a con af over $17.C000, a %vandz
fuI atlvanco tram theoold basemeit t tbe chiurch isi which)
tiro Sabbath scoeol a7nd ail aLlier meetings wcrc haela lit ta

9- hattirnc.
Scos atter this the organ question began ta bo agitated

and ta give trouble ta many who looked opon ai soch
innovations with grave suspicion as te their origin. The

*-- question n'as broeght up and diticusaed aut each annual
mctjnR wîLh varying rebulth util in 1879 a substantial
rnsjority doclared in laver o! thé introduction ot an organ.
hon'ever, betoré auv stops wero takea Lovrards this end the
pastor cailed the effice-bearera togethoer, aud altbongh quito
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