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The British Cottori-Grow ara Association proposes to raise a
fund of half a million pounds, payable la five years, to carry
on the work of cotton growing ln tihe British colonies.

The Mexican Goverunient, through Sir William Mulock,
bave expressed a willinguess to bear one-balf the cost of masti-
tuting a steamshlp service betwccn Liuxico and Canada. It
is belleved the Canadien Goverament will reciprocate, and
that before long stops will ho taken to Inaugurate a service.
A steamabhip, lino toMexico wlhe agreat advantage, th manu-
facturera or exportera who do business with that republie,
seeing that it wilI mean direct communication and the avold-
Ance of vexations delays.

The prosperity of the United States during 1903 la indicted
by the large qu4ntity of wool and Nvoolen gooda iniported in
that year. W. lmported 173,575,891 pounda of wool, valued
ut $22,811,734. These figure have not been exceeded in
oither weight or value in any previous year, exciuding of
course the free wool period of 1895-7. The woolen goods
imported last year 'were valued at $19,321,504. ,This la in
excess of the importa of any previous year since, 1898 and ia
nearly one-balf thé value of the anuual importa pravious to
the Wilson bill. It will be remembered thet at that tisse
1890-94, e ruling cf the. Treasury Dapartment resulted in a
large increase of our importa of wooiexi gooda. lu one year
alona, 1890, the importa of woolens were valued at over $52,-
000,000. Aithongli last year's importa wcre bigh for the
Dingley tarif', yet the efficiency of that law la discloaed by
comparing last yeer's Importa with thoae,previous to 1894.-
Textile World Record.

Messrs. W. P. King, Chief Astronomer of Canada, and 0.
H. Titman, Chief cf the Geodetic Survey of the 'United States,
have been appolnted commissionera to delimit the boundary
betweeu Canada and Alaska, as laid do'wn by the tribunal
that assenihled in London lest Feu. They cannot undertake
their work tili thi s now lias disappeared from the inountains,
which wiil meai the beginning cf summer, and it will prob-.-
ably be spread over two sessons. lI addition te, this survey,
hiowever, of the stretch that; was net very ftiliy marked by the
commissioners, the tivo governments will need tic mark th.
entire line fromn end to end witb permanent monuments of
soe kind ln ordar that there may ba no fuiture disputes as
te ita exact location. This niey take eight or ten years more'
as it involves the coverlng cf hundreda of miles of unsurveyed
and unoccupied territoyy 'with practically no moade.

The Bulletin of the American Trou and Steel Association
reproduces the glat cf the letter written by M!r. George
Johuson, Dominion Statistician, te the Duke cf Argyla,
showing tii. arects cf the tarif' prefèrence givea by Canada Ze
Great Britain, 'which was, by1 the courtesy cf Mr. Jobnson,
publiahed in tha April 1 issue of this j~ournal. Follow"ing
the article in tha Bulletin are commenta by 'Mr. Swank, the
editor, as follows:

Althougb the mother country bas clesrly gained, and gained
largely, by the Canadien preferential. tariff, it la equnliy plein
that the Canadian manufacturera and the men they employ
have beau hewry losare by thes sanie tarif' pollcy. Whether
Our neighbcis wiil b. wiiling te continue to sacrifice soe of
their inost important industries for theý benefit cf Britishi
manufacturera may ha doubted.

Thera lies before us soe evidence that the welfore cf the
colonies las not firet ln àoa tboughts cf E.nglish statesmen, aveu
of the protectionista. On Mardi 15, ln the course qf a debaea
ln'the Blouse cf Commons, ln which the beavy importa Into
Great Britain cf bounty-produced, Canadien pig iron were
mnioned, the Chanceller cf the Exciiequer, Mr. Auistin

Chamberlain, said cf the bounty - " Itnow amounts te about
12a. 5d. per ton on pig Iron produced from Canadian ore aud
te about 89. 3M. on pig irnproduced from. foreigu ore, and Is
subject to a. reductlon eacéh year tili 1906-7, %when iL wvill bc
35 per cent, cf the original figures. The abolition or modifi-
cation cf these bounties would ha a proper subject for con-
sideratien wbenaver our fiscal and commercial relations with
cur colonies coma under review."1 Our free tirade London
contemporery,the Trou and Steel Trades Journal, says that the
Chanceilor'a admission, abova quoted, Il einp)iasizea the fact
that %while w. shut eut bounty-fed sugar made lu Germany,
we let ini boutty-fed pig iron froma Canada." And it adds:
"1Clearly te bc consistent, our protectionist legislators ought
to insist cn e couatervailing duty cf 12s. a ton te preveut Lie
unfair' c f this Canadian iron."1
IL seemas from tha aboya te be very douhtfni wvbether iL la

the purpose cf Mr. Chamberlain's party, any more than It la
of the Britishi free traders, te encourage tihe develepuient of
manufacturlng industries ln the BriLti colonies.

Our esbsemcd contemporary, Tice Monetary Times, pub-
lshes a lengthy editoriai describing the remarkable enterprise
and perspicacity cf a nuinber cf Britishi manufacturera who
bave chartered a large steamer wvhich la being fltted up as a
hugh commercial travellers' sample trunk, întended to displuy
te Lie world tue produets and manufactures of the United
Kingdom. IL. la stated tbat no fawer than 150 trades aud
Industries will be represented by samples, in thbe cure cf two
buudred trade represantatives. Tus unusual business venture,
we are told, la intended te, promote, firat, inter-imperial com-
merce ; second, the personai introduction cf the seller te the
buyer; third, te provide a mens by which British mnufac-
turers ceau investigate the peculiar conditions and require-
monta cf indivîduai marketsa; fourth, the advertisement cf
British industries by bringing te foreIgn and colonial porta a
representatîve exhibition cf Britishi manufactured artic!es.
Tha expediticu la booked te sal from. London ou Aprîl 27, the
first cali te bc et Halifax, and frein thence, to othar Canadien
porta, possibly including Toronto, Hamilton, London, WVin-
nipeg, Bobeaygeon, Woodbridge, and othar places et times
when the Pull Fairs are lu bloom ; after wbich thbe circum-
navigation cf Lia globe ivili be continued. It is a grand
project.

Mir. Francia Xing, Lb. secretary, bas sent us a copy cf a
Memorial addressed by the Dominion Marine Association to
His Exceliency, the Governor-General, ln Council, in wbich
refereuce is made te the followiug subject8 : Tonnage dues and
inspection fées upon stçamboats lu Canada; reciprocal steam-
boat Inspection arrangements with the United States; fees cf
Customs omfeers ;charges on vessels landing at Governmezit
wbarveâ; Goverument aid to Canadien sbipbuilders; canal
toila, and the proposai for an eularged Welland Canal.
Attention la particularîy directed te the clauses relating to
the. subjecta lest namefi. In viaw of the expeuditura cf
*101,000,000 about to ha made upon the Erie Canal, iL is
urgent tbat no fnrther delay h. made lu commencing the
imprevemeut of cur own iuland water route necesay to
ensure and maiutein iLs supremacy.

The Cleveland Marina Review peints eut that et this turne
a year age shipyards cf the great, lakes bail orders for sixty-
two vessels valued et $13,491,500. New the niumber cf orders
on band la cnly twenty-flve, many cf. thein for small vessels,
and the aggregate value la ofnly $3,970,500. Iu the list cf a
year ego there 'were forty-eight freigiters, capable cf carrying
la a single trip 230,950 groas tons on eighteen feet draugbt.
lu tibia year's summery thore are only ten. freighters cf a
combined capaclty cf 63,400 tons. In marchant work on Lb.
seaboard thora la little encoure ging te .report. On the.
coutrary, the situation is especialiy discouraging, for thora
la, net a single new order cf auy importance to chronicle.
Tiore a net now, and bas nct been for twc years. aud more,
au order qlven forea vessai for the. foreign tirade cf tho UJnited
States. But Lb. showing is sucli as te prove tint the United
States occuplesae moat ignoblé position lu the worldle out-
put cf slips.
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