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IGNORANT LEGISLATION.

It is not at all uncommnion to find ons our statute books lat
the nature of whicl is bountiful evidence that, the men w!
enacted thein were cither ignroranat of what they di, or h;
no regard, not onily for the riglhts, but for the niecesities
their fellow mon. It, is a pity that, every constituency is i
representtd by a thtoroughaly able mian. It is still rore
subject for regret that the men who compose governîments c
not always appreciate--or, at l events, do not always hec
-the fate - of te case for legidation. Perhap., of the tw
ignoranre as rather to be excused than carelessness in suc
natters as tihese.

A case very imuch in 'point, is that, of the Pharmnacv Act a
Ontario and vitha it, and in relation to it, imighat be ientioi
the License Act. By legislation enacted at the session of tl
Ontario Legislature in the early nonths of 1897 the druggisi
and chenists were placed in a very awkward position, no
vithstandinig that the Governmnent had been renonstrate

with on the floor of the Hlouse before the bill becan an Ac;
Suci strong representations were made by druggir to th
Governmsient upon the state of the new laws that tige Gover:
msent at the recent, session decided upon amendment to aino,
the licensed pharnacist, that liberty which he properly shoul
have in the sale of liquor under reasonable restrictions.

Tihe amendnmients as inally crystallized into law vere some
what different, fron the original draft, of the changes whic
was printed, subnitted to the House, and undoubtedlv woulc
have been passed-had not such %trong arguments been pu
before the Governmient, that, they fouind they would be in :
iost, ridiculous position did they restrict, from general sale al
niedicines or preparatioris containing over seventeen per cent,
of alcolhol. To the work of Dr. G. S. Howard, of Carlto
Place, is in no siali degrec due the changes brought about
which slow that, the (overnmiient have been at, fast induceI
to listen te Mason.

Thte law bore more iarsly, perlaps, on the sale of those
nedicines which iighit properly be classei as household

reinedies and necessities, and upon homsîeopathic renedies.
Tihe ground of action was that thesc decoctions night,. e used
for beverages and sold for that use. Thie druggists secured the
privileges they asked for themselves but they were iardlv as
careful to secure the rights of certain other sections of tlhe
conmunity. Lt, us look into tie subject and see what lea
case is.

Aicohiol eighty.cight, per cent. is known as rectified spirit.
Alcohol fifty per cent. is called proof spirit. Alcohol 100 per
cent. is tenned absolute alcohol. Whaen any preparation,
mtedicina1 or otherwise, contains haigh percentages cf alcohol
there is no danger of it beconing a beverage. Instead of the
danger being tha a prepara'tory rdicine of hight alcoholic
proportions might be ai more concealment, for an intoxicating
bevcrage, t, would appear rather that the medicine containing
a comparatively smalil quantity of alcohol is far more likely to
become nysteriously popular with tipplers.

First.elass rye whiskcy is plenty strong ennugh for the
najority, even of those who are accustomed te the usc of

ardent spirits. Yet titis same wliskey contains no more than
twent.y per cent. under proof spirit, and as proof spirit, is but,
fifty per cent. ascolol, Uie proportion of alcoliol in gooI
whiskey is not, very great. This estimate is a maxinum

estinate for the very best rye whiskey and it, -îhould be
remînemblered that, the rye whiskey cotmionliy sold is, ois ani
average, about forty per cent. unier proof. ''Iis disposes
efrectually of the idea hant mluedicines; of higl alcololic parts
are nt, all likely to be intended for heverages.

Now let us turn to the other feature of the case. Under
the law, as the Govertimnnt. in ail seriousness proposed to pass
it, the sale of the sinplest, essences and tinctures, whichî everv
housewife uses, would have beent confined to drug stores.
This seeis scarcely credlible, but it, is, nevertheless, a fact.
ihe Governtent, had actually igot looked into the facts until

Dr. lloward laid themsi before themn. liere is a table die:din,
with soie of the comnun preparations witi which we all are
familiar:
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T:icse ti.ctures and essences are conanlyt sold by thegroccrs and every general store thtoughout the couratry carries
a Stock of elier, as tiey are ail used an alumost every famnilyfor nedicine or te flavor food. Hai the Act, vCin pa%%ed Ls
ras ai. first proposed fariers would havc had to drive long

disItces tu secure teir supplies of tihese things. Just, one
instance in Poinat to, show 'ruai would have lxen Uic suite cf
affairs whiich was happily averted : It :ae large cousaty of
Csrleton there is not, a drug store outsid o! the itv of
Ottawa. It, is forty i-les fron grnpriur te ottahe ity taot
a single drug store bctween taes tw points. You caat se
what a hardship it. would be to fariners and people of t e
little villages if they could not. obtain ticir doinestic dragS
and inedicines -such as tinctures, pait killers, and the like, at
close han ec woud ho ti-e case if te proposed legislationa
hair beomne iaw. Wc are giad tUat. the Governrnent, owned
thcir ngistakc a-id correcteti il, ira timte Le prevent injustice ami
expensse to hundretds of people.

It in not. easy to understanîd why a Govcnîant anxious ti
enact, fair iaws could not, havseccured clvenînenmtary informatio
about titis natter The first step in taywnitkin; wfoun d
appear to be knowledgC of what •as required, ad tîte facili.

MIS
.iPtS


