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MR. G. R. R. COCK BURN, M.P.

—

Ara dianer as the National Club in Toronto & few days

ago, Mr. G, R. R. Cockburn, representative for centre Toronto
in the Dominion House of Commons, gave utterance to some
quite remarkable sentiments. Amang other things he said :—
“You all know I am a supporter of the National Policy ; but
we must beon our guard against the pressure and influences
that threaten the introduction of A cKinleyism into Canada. * *
It is ditlicult for the Government to withstand the pressure of
intevested partics,wiio simply desiregovernment sanction to take
‘noney aut of the pockcts of the people. * * It is well, there.
fore, to examine what hus been the result of thirteen years of
Protection ; and if in the examination it is found that a pro.
tection of thirty or thirty.Gve per oent. has been futile in
infusing life into any of the industries whose establishment
has been attempted, it might be concluded that that industry
Was one not appropriate to the country, and should be allowed
to die. * * The course of trade and manufacture has altered
greatly sinoe the N.P. was adopted, * * and an cxumination
of the tariff in the light of these altered circumstances would
show that a considernble readjustment of duties is uecessary.

1f it were found that somo industries hud given undoubted
signs of having taken firm root and were growing strong, J
would be inclined to encourage those even more than they ure
now. On the o*uer hand, it it wero found that other induy.

National Policy was
adopted with the idea thut a few years of favored growth
would put our manufacturers in such a position that they
would in time be able to soll their wares t prices as reasonnble
a8 they could be pracured for from abiond.” A repart of the
incident stated that Licut.-Col. Fred. € Denicon and Mr,
Coutsworth, fellow members of Mr. Cockburn in ths Dominion
Parliument, in the representation of * laronto, listened to their
colleague's remarknble speech in dend silence,

At what was the lirgest and most representative meeting
of Canadian manufacturers ever held in the Dominion, gathered
in Toronto about Fobruary 1st, 1887, to listen to Sir John
Macdonuld’s expesition of the stute of the country in general,
and of the siscal policius of the existing political parties, the
following resolution was uninimously carried :-—

Resolved, that this meeting of manufacturers, representing
almost overy branch of industry and every section of the
country, hereby place on record their unanimous opinion, that
on the nuintenanco of the National Policy depends the con-
j tinued prosperity of Caunda,

A few days later, on February 132th, a meeting was held in
the Pavilion, in Toronto, under the auspices of the Industrial
Lengue, intended to show the interest felt ty the manufuc.
rturers in the National Policy and in the party supporting it.
The mecting was presided over by Mr. 8. W. Elliot, and
among the many gentlemen upon the platform were Mr. Cock-
burn, Mr, Denison nnd Mr. Swull, who were then candidates
quite anxious to be clested from Toronto to the Dominion
Parlinment. The meeting was intended to ratify the resolu-
' tion above alluded to, und to create enthusinsm in behalf of
‘the candidates who were then so anxious to encouruge the
j manufacturing industeics of Canada; and Mr. Cockburn was
tone of the speakers. It is not recorded, however, that his
 emphatic endorsement of the National Policy was qualitied by
such sentiments as he gave utterance to a fow days ago. The
Lndustrial Iaague, whose guest he then was, and whoee influ-
ence he was so uuxious to acquire, and without which he well
knew he could uot hope to be elected, rendered Mr. Cockburn
very substantial aid in his cunvas. They were very generous
towards him, and he was very prfuse in his protestations of
undying and dnswerving sttachment and devotion to their
interests and to the Nationa) Policy.

In view of these facts—in view of the fact that Mr. Cockburn
in his « lection owed much to the influence of the manufacturers
exerted in his behalf ; in view of the fact that he had sworn
eternal allegiance to the Nutional Policy ; in view of the fact
that his continuance as mewbor for Centre Toronto was due to
the influences that first elcvited bim, and in viaw of his recent.
utterances at the National Club, and their vagueness, it is due
to those who were and would still like to be his political friends,
for him to make some explanation of what e said. Heshould
explain how and by whom pressure and influcnce that thieaten
the introduction of McKinleyism into Canadn was brought to
bear upon the Government. Heshould tell who the interested
partics are who bring pressure to bear upon the Government

tries show no sigus of healthy vitality, 1 would favor « dimi
« [ nution in the protection ufforded. The
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