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Oun 1.SURANCE. ]EXCHAN-GES in thxe United States
ae giving the automtatie sprinkler business a good
&al of free adverlising of iatc for a side show. Sonie
eltite journa-ls ame enthiusiastic iii praise of the allacli-
ment, sonte arc coidiy criticai, wvhiIe stili others occupy
a sens:ble Mniddle grouind. Vint lte sprinkler is
capable of good service is nxo doubt truc, and At is
equaliy truc ilhat it very frcquently proves ta be wortli-
iss. It is auitouxatie iii action oully whcen snperviscd
kbalert, outside intelligence. If those of proper cou-
stnction are selected, if thev aIrc sufficiently iumerous,

iflthey arc kept absalutely frce front dust, if nxo conting
Sx thxe heads is used detriniental to frce aîxd casy niove-
menit, and if a double walter suppiy is provicied aucd
kept constantly availabie, thev are doubtlc.ss service-
able. These ifs arclhowcvcr ailpriime iimportan.ce. Thte

mmî existence of sprinlecrs iii a buildinîg doL:s flot, of
itsel, meani înucli ; associatcd wviti conxpetent inspcc-
tun, il May mlean a grc.'al deal.

S3x FRzAxcisco is a --- ood dei stirrcd tip over the
ixfficiency of ils lire deparlment, fo inncx so that tite
grad jury lias niade a report on the subjcct, statîing,
=m~og chlier things, tixat -"aur departnxexit, efficient -Li
ibas been, is now powerless la contcnd with a fire
eheading over several blocks ; therefore lthe fear of a

conflagration is a mienace la pro;.,. --ss antd a
ta alail." It is siionx thant tihe equiiplienit in
tus and permanent mix is about liaif that of

eritifis of situilar sir.e, and lihe grand juiry recoin-
the reconstruction ai the deparlîneul on the basis

a fimi paid one, wiîh suitable inicrcase oi engitics and

ailier apparatus. Uîuler an old lan- (iS7S> tle appro-
priation for fire departnmetit purposes is Iiiiiitcd, anîd
whiie luis iaw reiains uznclhaîmged the biands of lime

ituntiicipai atitoritiesý arc cotiîparaitively lied ; but the
people licre begin ta realize lit srnething uimust be
(lotie, and tltat spccdily, if tie wotild escape a gemeral1
coniflaigt.ion. The City is largcly a wooden city, lte
ire lixuils ordinaniice af i tIle practical value, atxd WC

are liable ta imar bad niews front lime Coast City aiiy of
titese sununier days.

A DENO3US.ATIONAL FIRE iniSUrance Sehlenie for lte
ilist-ance af cliuicl buildings lias he-en devised by the
an1nual coniéeetce of the MNetixodist chur-ci, rccenîlv iii
session at Ottawa. 'The propositiont gocs as a recoin-
itietidalion 10 lime 'Meîhodisî Geuteral Conféretnce of
Canada, whici ineets iii Septeixiber in titis city, we

IbeE-«(vi. The plant is for limat body 10 assiuie lte fire
risk, on ail lte cliturcli bildings of the MIt.-tlodists.
J tisî witat provision is ta be inade for fmnds la pay lasses
-çe are ii itîforiitcd, but presuitte by assessuncîmls
on the varions citurcies. Thxe oid cry is raised by
the advocates ai Ille plan, limaI lhe nmloncy for pretffuiis

slotild bL kept anon- lime citurclies imslcad, af pay-
ing it la lte inisurance colipruîiies.'' Let lte bretircît
Irv lihe sciente 1w ail iiieaus. Thte iiisuratice coint-
painies are iitl iîattkcriiig la .11îV greal exîtilt just 110W
for cliturcbi risks, atd aiter te cliurcies have becît
routîdlIv asse ta pay a1 few lasses. lbey will 1:110w
mlon' -.bout itsurance thau thiev do nitou.

IN OUR LAST issue WC referre la limte recent <lecisioti
ai the Court of Appeazl, sillitîg ix L.otdoza, affin-ing
the catiilsiait ai the court beiow, tit the exceniption
af liii' assrxmiit-e prettt:mttîis frot paynxettt oi incone
tax does îlot appiy la preîîiuîniis paid ta foreigil canîpa-
mntes. Thte contlrutionî giveut ta lte clalî-,c ai the
Iiicoîie-'Lax AXct iii questiotn seeiiîs,.at te best, la have
becît scilewliaî stitmled, anmd il is niot vcry favor-abiv
reccived by aur Landau imxsuraxmce excimaxges, wlmo takeC
te view c.x.pressed by Lord Justice Fry, viz.: Tliat

time abject ai the Act was la confer a beixefit or exemp-
liait uî>aît thosc wl-io wverc abîle ta pay îxrciîinîîxs au lueé
assrace idwloiretustakinîg provision for
t Ueir families. lit sucli a case il secuxcd ta bimix lîardly


