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per cent. per annum for Ille* half ycar on ODrdinary
-tock is stated b>' tise London )icosiomtist at $552bY)
It wili thus be sen that there is ver>' littie prospcts
.)f the net receipts for tise past liaîf ycar bcing cqual
,o tihe amount needeti ior ait addition to the <livitiendi
t4f even balf of one per cent. Tie followiîsg gives thec
prices ruling for the leadisig Englisîs railways )il
Dec. z8th, conipareti witi, a ycar ago, as quoted ils
thse above paper :
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qi tise Ieading parislles ini Lon-.
. don, coîîtaining an aggregate pullulai~-

c-db tien Of 1,.379,876, and a ratable valise
off $61,48o»wc, arc nioving for a change ils tise fori
off tlseir local Governmnent. Thscy desire *'tie intro-
duction off a bill te crease nuetropolitais, nssssicpalities-
with powers te undertake aisd perforni musnicip>al
dtissies, subjcct, off course, te the pectiliar circuit%-
%lances off tise nîtropolis. whsîch must resçerve tu :hsc
..xisting central asstlorities tise nsasiageniert andt
control off sucs matters as affect thc wshsui off Lois-
don as a country." This idea is borrosvcd front
Canada, where we have tewn anti village unicipal-
hics with large local powers, wlsosc Reeves asît
I >psstv Reeves sit in a County Council wlsiclî have
-hc management anti control off sucls matters a

affect thse whole" country. This svstens, on >ppr.
ioolcs likelv te create friction betwecn tIhe town andi
'village corporations andi tise County Cossîscil, but
thsis very rarely arise, andi on the whohc is an admnir-
;,lle form off local seif-govermewnt. lie Lcv te, ie
liarriony is tise representation off thse sissaller muni-
ciîialities ini thse Countv Cotîncil, a point wc cons-
:sscrsd to tise notice off thse citizens off Lonidon wshio
're engageti in this new movement.

Thme citv off Lonidon, Ont., witne.ssc<l a
'bermam terrible tragedy on thse 3rd inst. A

So ivml m e xeting attendeti by abOUt 2,500 pCr-
-c11 NUwS being hel in tise City II& l isen tise floor
ga»vc wsay. andi precipitateti severai husndretis it Isle
-1,'ce helow. There wcre --0 persotis kilicti, anti
1bctween oune and two hundmetseriossy injssred. To,
auVl to tise horrors off tise catastrophe, a hssgc sale (cll
:iiiiongst tise victinus. As ail thos killed an<i injsre.1
sucre msen, mnany off them fathers off famuilies, this tragic

cvcnt bas causcd ait appalliuig amtont off suffcring
aniongst Isle citi?.otls. The possihiiity off such a

collapse ils ansy building, msore especialiy a Ciýy Hall,
%wiserc large cronwci$ were lscig frequle:stiy colccted
at public g.itlivrinigs. is a sixockiîsg retIcction ipoil
thlosc %wiso dlesiglsedt and %Vdso hult a structure wii
vvas tu, tc tsssd for public assesssbics. 'l'ie fleur
whichi gave way appears to liavc becîs ktiows te bc
weak, as dauiciîg ons it was liot persittcd. A floor
ton wcak, for a few iusssdrcd pcrsosss to (lance ipon
%vas clcirly incapable off safely bearing tise wcight of
2,500 mein, wliose stasnlpisg at ait excited ilicseting was
liable tu causse evci msore dangcrous vibrations tisai
tihe nsiovcînicsts off datsccrs. Ain t-squiry wili be
laild as to Ille causse off tihe flour coilapsing. Tise
itcrcaved ami tise suifferers liave our sincerest symi-
r.atliv, wliicslii l'e slsarcd bv ail Canlada.

It is asioisalous tliat the iiiost peaceful cf occupa-
tions shsouii bc> tihe niost provocative of ivars, ami thc
une by wiîich stations arc broughit isto, closest întim-
acy is tiat aise wii rends tisent astsider. Nowv
tlhat rcligîntis. radical. asd dynastic disputes tic long--r
are sceti hv tihe arbitrasilicnt off anse. commerce bas
conte to thse front as Ille grteat stirrer-til off strifc ansong
thc nations. tiougli it piavcd a terrible role in this
drania long ago. Ail tihe troubles off rcccnt years
wliicis have caîsset ail tihe grcat powers off Europe te
beconie artucti to Isle tectli. evcr -Ready aye Rcady7"
as tIse Napier mnotto rmalle. for wvar wivi liseiglibours,
have been iinspircd 1' tlle jealouisies andi

TuE A,.iiiiTioNs 0F TRADE.

Ille varions anatonsiicai sssovcnieîsts l>v whlsi Affrica
lmas licen sliced up. like a cadaver is, lay andi alnîoîsgit
niedical sîssdîsts. have ail onigitiateti ili trade afYairs.
Eaci national "iu wants more cusçteniers. Merc
tcrritorv ne nation covets. It is isot an increased
area off foreigus soul wiicht lias led to nsilitary, or
«Iilpomatic, or aggressivc ilinvcnscnts b>' Great Brit-
ain, France. (7ernitiivi Italv andt Spain, in Africa,
.%adagascar, Sans. China, or Cuba. A (letermina-
tion to extcnid or protcct tise commserce off those
cosutries for thse enrichissenît off thscir severail peoples
is the inmpulsive force wiîich lias madie Esîropean

troops andi war ships so ususci is evideisce <n fereigti
souls anti in foreign waters. ie reot off all this
actîvitv is idesaticai witli tiat whichi in carhier agcs
casîseti wlioicsalc iinigrations andi settlcnicsnts. out off
whicis have bcen developeti ail Ille grent population-.
off the world. Te this activity ive owe tlse change

(off 'tbis conttinent front beiusg the homte Pff a ffew
tribes oni barbarians isto being tise hensq off over
secvenitv millions off civilized inisabitant%. iec time
is net remote since the pîroductions off cacli rsati:sn
werc not more tlsan equai Io thec honte conistsmption.
noir is it long ago since thc facilitics for distribssting
gondis wcre so restricteti as to deciare to trade, "Thus
far shalt thou go, anti no fusrtisr, andt here shall thy
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