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" Galendar for the Week.

Aug. 24- 8t, Bartholomew, Apustle.

23— 8t Louis, Confessor. King of
Yrauve.

2u- Fulteenth bundny aftor Puntecest

27 -8t Joscph Calasanctius  Con
fessar,

22—t Augustine, Bishopand Doctor.

20— Beheading of St Johin Baptist.

30--8t. Rose of Lima, Virgin,

Socialism.

Socinliem, in its various aspects, is
one of thu greatest questions with
which tho century has to treat. The
French Revolution has left in the
minds of men a familinrity with the
idea of experimenting with forms of
government, and tha failure of that
great event to fulfil the wild hopes of
its originators has taught no lesson.
The idea still prevails thut a form of
governinent under which every man
will bo bappy and contented can be
evolved. LEvery trouble that besets
the nation or the individual is asecrib.
ed to defects in the laws or conatitu-
tion, and a readjustment of the social
fabric is advanced as a panacea for
the woes of mankind. Learned pro-
fessors and less learned laborers, politi-
oians and editors, all have diverse
ways of destroying poverty ; but un-
fortunately they mix their terms, and
think the only means for the destruc-
tion of poverty is the destruction of
property.

The ideas of Socinlists are ably set
down in that charming work, ** Look-
ing Backward.” e put down the
book with the child's question on
hearing a fairy tale: * Can this be
true ?” Human experience tells us,
alas, that it cannot be true. Socialism
is the most beautiful dream of fallen
humanity, but it is only a dream.
The doctrine of the brotherhood of
man 18 only second to the Fatherhood
of God, but we cannot entirely over-
come the hard fact of original sin and
its dire consequences. Human misery
is the consequence of human gin and
human weaknesses, and until we ean
eradicate these from the life of the
world any attempt to govern it un the
principles of Sociahism will ve only a
brilhiant farlure,

The truth 1s, our nature 13 against
it. Human nature is social, but not
socialistic. That 18, 1t has qualities
which 1mpel man to umon with Ins
fellows for the common good, but 1t
has also an even stronger facalty
which unpels him to look to the in-
dividual—to himself and his wants
Lvery man has his own life, Ins own
desires, his own interests ; and these
are more powerful than the life and
desires and interests of other men,
taken individually or collectively, in
the world about bim.

This centrifugal forco of 1ndividual-
ism 8 of course opposed to Socialism
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and will always make that doctrino an
impossibility in point of fact. Bocial-
isn has had a fair trial for two thou
sand years under the most favorable
cir:umstances that could surround it,
n the rehigions communities of the
Catitolic Church. Mon chosen from
among thousands for their good quali-
tics and carcfully tested woro submit
ted to o long courso of training for the
life they were tu follow ; yot despite
the fact that they were supported by
the highest possible motives, they
often found thie sacrifice of individual
hoerty of action too dificult to make.
Moreover, if the forvor of religion dim-
inished in a community, it was in
some instances found necessary to
change or wvenew it. What, then,
would bo the consequunce if all Cauna-
dians, for oxamplo, united undoer a
Socishstio form of government 2 Weo
would still have the idle and vicious
eloments among us, and tho caee with
which they could live on the toil of
others would be simnply & premium put
on sloth,

Honest werkingmen do not roally de-
sire such radical changes, and men
who know the conditions of humanity
do not believo in their practicakility.
Man must be considared in his indi
vidual and family life, as well asm
the broader social conditions. Legis-

lation is not suflicient to destroy,
though it can lessen tho sad facts of

crime and vice and poverty. Inall
things unessential to the well-being of
the State individualism will always
demand and receive its proper free-
dom and room for development. As
for tho social inequalities of the pres
ent, wise legislation may lessen them ;
but while munkind is what it is the
poor we shall have always with us,
and Christian charity—the zocialiem
of Jesus Christ—is the unly power
which can mitigate the sufferings and

solve the destiny of mankind.
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The Schools.

On Monday next the schools will
open., Children who bave taken ad-
vaptage of the holiday season to in-
dulge in healthful relaxation should
be now ready to resume their studies,
and parents should ses to it thal
children are on hand at the formation
of classes. The Catholic schools, more
particularly those in the cities and
larger towns, are so conducted as to
produco results fully equal to those
attained in public schools. The re-
sults of entrance and higher examina-
tions prove the efficiency of the
schools.

No parents should, in the faco of
this fact, feel called upon to withdraw
children from the Separate Schools
with the idea of procuring superior
advantages. There are very few in-
stances of this kind, but there exists
no reason why there stould be any
such. Apart from the sf scifio obliga-
tion o securing the education of
childre.s in the light of faith, an obli
gation winch ehould be final in such
cases, thero is the lesser duty, only
legs imperative, of maintaining the
standing and reputation of the echools
for which countless sacrifices bave
already baen made for conscience’
sake.

It is to be hoped that on opening
day, and during the school your,
Catholic parents will evince the proper

their chaldren, and in the success of
the schools.
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degree of mterest in the education of.

Irish-Americans on Home Rule.

The Zlume lule Bulletin, the vrgan
of the Irish National Federation of
Amcrion, contains anartiolo by Thomne
Burke Graat on the speech of Lord
Salisbury in May lass, n which he
stated that tho Irish people in Amorica
are hoatile and irreconsilnble to Ling-
land. The isruo is prefaced by a
state.nont of the principles of the
orgaaizution, which we quotv tn full ;

1st.—Tho people of Ireland are the oni
competent judgos of tho moasure of salf.
government that will bo satiefactory to
thom.

24, The voico of the Irish peoplo ae ex-
pressed in their National Conventions and
ratitied by tho voters fn their elections for
Members of Parliament, shall bo acoep*od
as tho Natlonal will,

3d.—The peoplo of Ireland aro alone csm-
potent to decide by what agencies thoy will
effect tho ncoded measurcs of political ro.
Renoration,

4th, - That it is tho duty of all true Irish
Nationalists to reapect tho docision of the
Irish poople as to the mcasures thoy seck,
and tho sgonocios they employ, and give
thom all the moral and material aid o their
power.

Mr, Grant sent out a serics of ques-
tions to 800 leading Irish.-Amencans
to find if they assumed the attitude
towards Lingland which Lord Salis-
bury would have his countrymen to
believe. The principles of the Irish
people in the great Republic cannot bo
better shown than by a few quota.
tions, which we select as manifesting
tho spirit of all the replies given.

To the question whethor Home
Rule would be used as a meaus to
injure English commerce, the follow-
itg sensible answer i given: * The
Irish people in Ireland will find more
profitable employment in building up
the prosperity of the country, and Irish
Awericans would never advise a coursge
which they know would be ruinous to
their prosperity.”

Ag for the finalty of Home Rule,
tho following reply is sufliciont: * If
given a fair trial, the people of Ireland
could demoimstrate to Lngland and
Scotland that Home Rale would
satisfly their national aspirations.
With its possession they would regard
the material and commercial interests
of the two nations identical, and that
united, the people of these islands
could pursue~a career of prosperity
and success."

All reciprocate the noble sentiments
of forgiveness of the past expressed by
Mr. Gladstouno in the closing words of
his speech for the Home Rule Bill.
One Irishman writes: ¢ We will
learn to forget the wrongs of England
in the noble attitude of justice assum-
ed by the English people of the
present.”

The question regarding religions
toleration brings out strong replies.
We select the foltowing: ¢ Such a
qucstion as you propose, 1o this day of
intelligence, is surprigsing. Tbe his-
tory of the Irish race both in IEngland
and America, is a living answer in the
negative to your question. It is not
the Catholic in Ireland or in America
who introduces as a political factor
race or religion in politica.”

These answers should be a sufficient
reply to Lord Salisbury and the other
apostles of thio doctrine of hate. They
are penned by leading Irish-Americans
throughout the United States, and are
endorsed by such eminent men as Dr.
Emmet, Eugene Kelly, Judge O'Brien,
Chief Justice Daly, Professor Brophy,

Miles O Brien, Patrick Farrelly, Mayor
Purcoll, Judge Kelly, (leneral Bren-
nan and John G, Lembiaw,  The teuth
is that Irishmen all the world over
aro dostrous of reinedying tho fearful
ovils of their brothron at home, They
are not actuated by hatred of Iingland;
there are enough causes to mako every
Irishman a Home Ruler without esll.
ing that into requisition. Theso men
have no woro hatred towards England
than Justin McCarthy or Idward
Blako or John F. Hogan. They are
honest, practical men, who see in
1Tomo Rulo o remedy for the ovils of
Ireland, and embraco it sololy as such,
The attempt of Lord Salisbury to
class them as invoterate enomiecs of
Dritain recuils upon that nuble gentle-
man's head with a vigor he httle
thought for whon he pronounced ins
hbel upon thom.
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Interesting Simplicity,

Rev. Lowis Drumnond, S.J., has
recently made some very interesting
obsorvations concorning tho labits
and charactor of some Chiristians from
the Po'ynesinn Islands. The indefa-
tigablo zeal of the Church is shown
very clearly by the short account Fa-
ther Drwinmond furnishes of these far
away missions, In Central Oceanica
thero are 24,000 natives, of whom
10,500 are Catholics. Samoa has
7,000 Catholics out of 85,000, and
F1j1 10,000 in s population of 180,000.
This interesting flock is in charge of
two Bishops, Vicars Apostolic of Cen-
tral Oceanica and Samoa, together
with the Prefect Apostolic of Fiji.
The working missionaries are Fathors
of the Society of Mary.

Father Drummond's opportunity
camo with the arrival of a troupe of
those people at Winnipeg. They are
giving a series of exhibitions of sing.
ing, dancing and otner island accom-
plishmenis,which apparently havebzen
keenly enjoyed. In the street proces-
sion the Catholics were easily known
by the medals, crosses and rosaries
they wore around their necks. One
of the taller men, seeing the priest in
his cassock, * amiled sweetly, waved
his right hand as in recognition, and
then gracefully made a big sign of the
cross.” This salute bring at once
returned, many of the others, who
had noticed the incident, also made
the sign of the cross. Strange signal.
ing this must have scemed in Winni-
peg of all places !

Thoey were of course made welcome
to St. Boniface, where they attended
Mass, in the courso of which they sang
O, Salataris, Tantum Ergo, and Ave
Muris Stella. Their conduct and
bearing, under all circumstances, were
quiet amiable and self possessed, and
gave no little edification to the good
priests of the collego and city. Well
might Father Langevin, in addressing
them, aftor all had joined in singing
the same hymns, saying the same
prayers, professing the same belief,
and offering the same nugust Sacrifics,
point to the circumstance as an indi-
cation of the world-wide unity of the
Catholic Chureb.

It will be observed that no less than
four corner stones of churches are re-
ported as having been laid during the
past week.




