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THE CHURCI AND MATRI

MONY,

1 e
The now wellknown Delpit oase
hes aroused attention not only to iteelf
but to the general guestion of matri-
mony, and the rights of Church sud
State involved therein. Protestant
eocietios are all of a eudden deeply
interasted in the indissolubility of the
marrisge tis. Meetings are held, re-
golutions passed, and collections
threstened. It hag been a matter of
perfost indifistence to these zealols,
and all the other oritios, that marriage
oases have been deoided year after
‘yoar by judges in the Uniled Bfates,
. until the wumber of divorces is up in
- the tens of thousands, and couutless
. homes are broken up at the base breath
' of paesion. How is it that these
. s uneo guid” folk have not any sym-
d ) pathy for their suffering divoree-loving
' brethren across the line? It is be.
oause thoy are slaves of the Btate and

. human respesi—and when the Blate
ST doos a thing, be it right. or wrong,
- frea cr tyrammoal, they condone it.
£ ‘When the Oatbolis Church decides a

+.gage of which i* . is the authorized
A and competent judge, then arises the
e gry—interference with the rights of
, “givil soclety aud with the freedom of
T . thissubject. This is partiouiarly trae
L of metrimony. ¢t ie remarkable,’
L anys Brawnson, * that most reformers
: ‘find fault with the Christisn law of
soarrisge, and proposs to alier the
rclations which Qod has established
both in natare and in the Gospel be-
tween the sexes.”’ After the minla
terial critios come the seoulars. And
this woek we have Goldwin Smith
claiming that * marrisge is » ecivil
A status, and that the time has coms for
the marriage and divorce law of Oan-
.wda to be placed upon a rational foot.
irg, and administerod by regular
courts.”” The Professor admiis that
the union has & spiritusl aspeot, still
—+ For the civil power, not for the
Oharches or the clergy, ia it to deter-
rhine by whom and how matrimony
wmay be lawlaily contracted ; in what
cnses, when ocontracled, it may be
Iawfully dissolved.® Such teaching is
the lever whioh will destroy the Ohrist-
+ » isn family and uodermine Christisn
- gooisty., Oar Divine Liord raised the

. matrimonial ocontract to a Sacrament
—awigned to its reception, and the

stats upon whioh those contracting it
entered, graces saited for their very

speoial relation aad obligations—both

in rogard to each otber and in regard

$o their children, It is God who joins

man and wife together—and what He

- . joins no msn must put asander. To
the Ohurch aa the administratrix of

things divine belongs the right of
determiring tho valid or invalid con-

ditions of matrimony. BShe received

R SIS
“a

PO this right as witness of the {ruth and
& official guardian of Christian sosiety.

'3 she State is not competent. Toassume
a3 its competency is to declare marrisge
ke - & civil contract, To destroy this is to
L

desiroy the sacredness and inviolabil-
ity of marringe, upon which depend
the saoredness and inviolability of the
family, Man cannot bind man. Every
ocontract must reoeive its force from
God. Itistrom the law of God that
ths morel obligation of contracts
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Milwankoe, where, out of two hundred
divorcos granted, but one hundred
woro legal; in the face of protosis
from tho Chioago divores judges who
are orying aloud for somo measnre that
will diminish the divocos ovil in aome
way or any way—in tho face of this
terrible and nosorious atute of affairs
in the United S:ates, we here in Can.
ada, instoad of sdvooating a laxer sys-
tem of granting divoroes, should rather
tend in the cther direotion, Whilo
the Church has always jabsolutely re-
fused to reccgnizo divorees and always
will maintain that marriage ia a Bacra.
ment, and as such, above and beyond
the civil law; while this is 8o, yet we,
as a Uatholio paper, feel that divores
ia a torrible evil, and shall never losg
an opportunity to score it—*o fight it
while it oxists in any form. We can.
not recognizo absolute divoroe, but we
aré oitizans of this country where such
divoroes are granted and, ag such, we
shall ever ugo our endeavours to lessen
the evil, The Uburch’s atand on the
mattor ie the only one that can be
productive of good and ocontrolj the
ovil,

Lot suoch men as Goldwin Smith
read the following repor’ of the evils
of divoros ag gathered by s Now York
Sun correspondent in Indiana:

¢ The report of the 1ndiana Department
of Statlstics shows that there was one
divorce for about every six marriages {n the
state for the year ending Oct. 31 last. Ia
other words, there were 27,671 marciages
and 4,090 decrees of divorce. The court
officials ostimate that not less thau 2,000
other suits for divorce were brought which
wers eclther withdrawn or in which the
denreo was doaled by the coutt. Beveral
monthe ago judges of some of the courts in
utles —ith clty lath fladlog their
courts overrun with divozcs business, made
{nvestigation, aud au & result ot correspond.
anoe Amons thomselves informally started a

tinue to do so, Tho daya ara rapidly

a3sing uway when bigotry and pre-
judics, bogotten of ignorance and
hatrod, combine to orusk s man be
onuge he is a Oatholio, Oace in a
while there arv flaghes in the pan that
indicate tho fitful aputtering of thie
hate that worked such bavoo in the
days gone by, Mec, Gorman’s resent
utterances are a survival of those dsys.
And this portion of Mr. Gormaun's
germon was supposed to be the con-
olliatory one, Undsr the spell of these
« kindly feelings” the oath * secmod
harsh and intolerant,” But, the Rev,
Me. Gorman had auothsr thought
coming —a sacond guoss, snd a sober
ono. * A esobor second thought” he
oalls it. * It wag,” ho said, *the only
pledgo they had of the Protestant be-
lief of the Baversign,” We are not
aware that the heavens would fall if
the Soversign of England were &
Catholio—thers were many of thom
before now, and they were, as a rale,
pretty fair rulers, even under the light
of the most bigoted of Protestans his-
torisus, England has suffered from
religious perseontion, but we should
like to ask who was ihe instigator of
this persecution. We should like to
ask whether thase persecations bogan
before Honry VIIL apostatizad ornot ;
wo ehould like to ask whether thase
persecutions resulted from the Oath.
ohis belief of Heney VIIL or from the
lust and greed that drove him to ea-
tablish the Anglioan Oharoh against
the will of the English people; we
should like ask whether these porse-
cutlous were pontinued and enlarged
under Edward VI. as a result of his
Oatholic teachings and learnings.
Mary—* Bloody Mary"—is credited
with the most atrosious perseoutions;
with porsecutions that Protestaut his-
torians have taken the utmost pains
to dilate upon; with perseoutions that
had as their foundation in fact, the
vivid imagnation of thess same bigots;
with perseoutions that never tosk
place, Elizabeth same, and is called
 The Good.” She persecuted, but her
persecutions ave veiled; she burned
at the stake, but the fires ara quenched
in history, ag it is taught in our Pub.
lic schoels; she aoted the religious
tyrsnt, but she is ealled ¢ The Good.”
And wo it is all down the line. The
time is past when the Rev. J. K. Gor
man, or any other narrow-nfinded
bigot, o2n falsify history. People are
{00 enlightene® n these days to swal.
fow their stasements without a grim-
a0e, As a result of this “sober second
thought * the Rov, Mr. Gorman grows
wise and utters his wisdom thua:
« Solf-preservation is the first Jaw of
life, and this deciaration has been im-.
posed on tho Bovereign in sheer self.
defencs,” Even granting—whiok we
by no manner of means do—that this
osth was absoluteiy necessary for self-
preservation in the days when it was
inserted in the Coronation oath, we
fail to see whylit;should be retained in
these days of the ¢ kindliest feelings.”
We are living amieably, The time
has paeed in Britain when men fly at
one another's throate on religious
questions. The Avglieans themsalves
are indulging in s rather bitter family
affair, but it is s family affair, & kind
of equabble that concerns them alone,
and which we hopo to see settled socon
in the only possible way—the cuming
over to Oatholocism, ¢ the coming
home,” a8 Dr. Langtry would ssy, of
the beiter and moet conscientious ele.
ment in the Angliean communion.
Mr.Gorman then goes on to show that
the Brahmin and Hottentot are more
entitled to oonsiderstion than the
Oatholie, beoause the formsr ¢ mever
tried to drive their doctrines down
people’s throsts at the point of the
sword," We imagine that Mr.Gorman
mus} hive been fairlyoff his feet ab this
staga ot tha eermon; we can picture
him to ouraelves] waving his arms in
the air, with hair disheveled and with
froth at the mouth. The awfol sword
swallowing feat that Proteatants wore
obliged to give exhibitions of in Eng.
1and must have been horrible in the
gp}gnpeet to the rev, gentlsman. Our
'Q:nory is not tco strong, but we can-
ok eall to mind auything of this
“sgoint of the sword " game that was
payed upon Protestanta by Oathiclio
sogercigna. It is quite true that
Jomes II. fl:d to Ireland, and was
sapported there by a sturdy and loyal

of all guilt and assumer 8 more odi-
ous, diegusting and corrupting form of
gin, The epiuses are not bound in
conscience to mutual fidelity, and may
be as unfaithful aa they chooss, pro-
vidod they run the risk of olvil pen-
alties, It is vory easy to take the nexi
step, and doubt the right of the Siate
to make the infideltty of aither spouse
a civil offence. It is still easier to
take the stop denying he right to bind
one man {0 0ne WOmAY, OF 6N woman
to one muan, till separated by death
Hand over matrimony from the epirit-
ualorder to tho eivil order, and divorco
with liberty to marry again becomes
common ; tho vahidity of all marriage
lawa i¢ denied ; and frec-love assorted
a least in principle. Nor does the
ovil stop here, A train of sins nud
orimes follow which caunot bo dre.
oussed, but of which medical men ate
tae best witnesses, Lot them be iu-
terrogated, and the danger of entrust-
ing matrimony to the eivil order will
be seen in the full force of its disor,
ganizing corruption. To leave matri-
mony to the oivil order in thess daya
of popular government 18 to Jeave it {0
the people themaselves.

Goldwin Bmith bases his argument
upon tho ground that marriage is a
oivil siatus, That savors too much of
abgolutism, » dootrine which wag never
a favorito one of the Oxford Professor.
We do mnot admit that it is correet.
Marringes may exist without any oivil
status, Blaves may roarry, yet they
cannot be said to have a oivil slatus,
In the early ages of Christianity, or
under other oiroumatances of place,
wheroe oivil sooiely has not been form-
ed, marrisges must have the same

pisso a8 in the midst of highly lvil. | moremsntlor baration Sl witier wUed
ized nations. It is primanly for the | law. -

family, and only secondurly for the | 4, %, ORI, S0k 08 Sk 2
State that marringe was -instituted. | the defendant lu the suit. ‘Lhe Judges say
To invert this order is to threaten | Shat there i8 often, rﬁ‘e‘;‘:&‘ﬁw::&m
aociely with the dangers of instabillty | the m todo anyihog, The amendment
and corruptios. It is to abandon the | PTO y ke Judger 18 L0 Auino °
fémily to the desteustive whims of e ok, e wiso, of dofialt o i
passion. Nor will the raligions oore- | 85, Beesslsy 1, THL B 1
mony which Professor Bmith proposes r“r:. ht :om:l:. t.:;lmn \:l;:n t?o. :ng:.:a
be of any any avail. What does this ' * .
ceremony mean ? A couple are:mar- ﬁ?ﬁ:&:‘: z‘&:ﬂ;‘“gﬁd’tﬁtw clties
ried by & civil officer, and tlfen’ they :‘::b“;:“gg:z‘:m“‘dﬂ‘é&“ 'm‘z‘;‘i the
g0 and ask their Church for it bene. | only demaud for amendment was from the
distion. Thet would simply make w:‘f’glg"g:r{zgh&wu“ﬁ':
confusion worse confounded. Suppose | divoroe case. The result was the defest of
the Churh withheld its blessing what '

difference wonld it make 9 The couple

are lawfully married. Would the

Blate put it as an essential condition

that a certifioate of the parties Having

received this blessing should be pro-

the dosired legislation.’
Thank God no such etate of affairs
duced ? Oae might as well try to
stop the rushing tide with an oar,

exist in Canada. We wint no Divoree

Courts in this land. What we do

want is su absolute abolition of power
to grant divorees by any civil tri-

Qwvil soclety might ' fiest place such

& condition. But what one genezation

in the civil order does the next eould

validly undo. Then take our own

bunal.
Chureh—olesrly, amidst all changes,
proclaiming mstrimony as & Seora-
ment. Such a courss as we are dis-
oussing is out of the question. The
Chureh says to the world: « If my
children want this or any other sacra-
ment they must reocsive it frrm o,
Whatever ceremony the State insists
upon, either before or after any liturgy,
neither adds to nor subiracts from the
validity of tne sacred oontrack.” To
the Church alope belongs the power
of determining the oconditions that
regulate the validity and the logitim.
soy of matximony. It was one of the
sacred trusts placed upon her by he,
Divipe Founder. Ard through all the
centuries ghe L «» faithlully earried out
the teast, to the formation snd sup-
port of Christian sosiety and the sanc-
tifioation of the Christian family, It
will bo an ovil day when the olvil
order assumes to itsell this respon-
tible fanetion. Bat even 80, no mat-
ter how it may be with others, in the
grand old Church matrimony is alwaye
s Sscrament, and the Church iteelf
the minister thereof,

THE KING'S OATH.

The Rev. J. F, Gorman preached a
sermon in Grace Church, Oitawa, a
woek ago on the Coconation Daclara-
tion against Oatholies. The rev.
preacher expressed himsell as very
strongly in favor of the retsntion of
the oath. The sermon ihat was to
bring out the rev. gentleman’s bigoted
and narrow-minded views was begsn
with & suavity aud smoothness that
promised better things. It referred o
the amioable feeling that exists be-
tween Protestants and Catholios in
COauada; it even went 80 far as to say
that there are aotually Oatholics living
in this country to-day towards whom
their Protestant neighbors have the
kindliont of feslings, and even the
highest respect. Woe should hope so.
‘We bog to inform the Rev. J. F, Gor-
man that Catholics are not ostracised
hers; we beg to deaw Mr.iGormar's.
—we had Jalmost sald O'Gormau's—
attention to the faot that Catholies in
this country are not beholden to Me.
Gorman or say of his ilk for the res-
peot that noble actions, and upright,
honest lives demand as their right.
We did not come to this country to.
day nor yesterday, nor do we propose
leaving tomorrow. Whan Me. Gor-
man sud men of his kidney have
pasted away, Catholios will still hold
places of honor hers in Caoads, and
and will be regarded with the * kind-
Yieat of foslinge.™ Oné woull imagine,
fo heat the words of Mr. Gormad, thed:
our religion is & ber to steeni and
Kindly feelings ; one would bs.1ed -#0:
think that to bs a Catholia is gquive-.
lant to bsing & subjeet for wu:idln.
Oatholies in this couniry ars doing
nieely, thank God, but. they. ows’
nothing of their success to mel-of M¥,

r——— e {prttre—
TAE DIVORCE EVIL.
Inisst week's Weekly Sun we were
somewhsat surprised at & man of Gold-
win Smith’s ealibre advoesting & Di-
vorce Court for Causda. He claims
that England Yfound the necessity for
one; that the method now in vogue
here in Canada—that of having re-
course to the Benate—is old and out
of date, In otier wards, Goldwia
Smith, s man whose ability has made
him universally respected, bas fallon’

Ry @prings, aod therefore it is for the L \ sie il gl oy i i
b ol spiritual authority to determine what | ioto making sach a etatement thatit (_’1_0;:::‘:‘;’3 at :";: are quite. awery, 5:?“:' ::;:r::g:sl:: ’&:’h T;o;;d‘::v‘:
3 contrsots are or are not lawfal, their | is too diffienlt to obisin a divores here how at Jesat fift o’ht.m done, and did betler than that poltroon
é,‘ ; extent snd termination, when they | in Oauada. In the face of the recent must show as ‘et T PO WS, W00 | doserved. We can recall, howevr,
b oblige snd when ttey do mot. Man | exposure of the method of securing | eDOTEY sud ability than ttisit PiotoRe: ‘\he attempt by Etssbsth to fores the
: .could not_uind Lis fellow with a silk | divorees in Buffalo; in the face of the | 8ot neighbors to seourd &is-SR0MeN 1. ) ;o of Ireland to swallow Protes-
) ihread any more than with an iron | standingabu.. and seandal oocasioged | s0d ' kindly foeling ;‘“‘;’;” oed “santism at the ** point of the sword "
ST chin. Withdraw marziage frem the | by the Divores Gourts in Chioago.and | aware thst we have beed geshenitg at the **point of the sword
1K spiritasl order, no moeal obligation | Dakola; in'tue fase of the ferrible | men snd womea who not nie #p.}'and bave no difisalty in brisging to
B . remaids o it ite violation s relieved ' stabe of afais; Téoently unseritied in this, bt ‘have done so, !iﬁ»” mind Cromweli's **Oonnsaght or hell”
} ’ o ) O VETY n A -
*é«;£{\" bﬁ‘ ‘ ) .}\4“ “ :
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programms ; we readily reoall Willlam
111, and the Peaco of Limerick, to.
gethor with tho atrositios ho perpo-
tratod in thoname of Protestsniiers in
the campaign leading up to that vio.
lation. We have vory little diffoulty
in remembering tho Penal Linws under
which Catholica were hounded for
turee hundred years. All thews thiner
aro suggested by Rev, J. F. Gorman,
bus we fail to seo that in these daya of
enlightenment and calw reasoning ;
in these days of tolerance . ud ** kindly
foelings,” that the King of Eagland
should be called upon to insult ton
nillions of his subjests, He is our
King snd Sovoreign, We give him
our allogiance ; we fight his batiles;
weo aro loyal and true, and we fail to
goe why ono section—and a large one
too—of the subjects of the Empire
should be treated not only as outoasts,
but even as {xaitora.

ANSWER T0 CORRESPONDENT

Wo have received from * Honoat
Enquirer” a long and somewhat ine
{rioato statement of a matrimonia)
oase. As tho osse [is partioular, ite
explanation is of no general interest.
Farthermore, like 1a08$ of theae oases,
it involves ciroumstaroes the details
of whioh avo nob proper muterial for
pewspaper columss, If ‘¢ Honest
Enquirer” will permit us to answer
bim in privaté oorrespondence, and
send us his full address, wo shall be
happy to respect his confidence, and
go into & full discussion upon the sub-
jeot. Wa may say that the oase as
prosented offers no grest diffioully,
and that eoclesiastionl, canonical legis-
Iation hae amply provided for it. We
dc aot cars about opening our column®
to the discussion of subjects which
oaunot be treated properly in the pub-
lio press. .

EDITORIAL NOTES,

Mr, Thomas O'Donnell's addressing
of the British House of Commons in
>Irich must have been a treat—to the
Irish.

The Irish members of the British
House of Commons ars prepared for a
fight to o fiaish withf anything and
everything i:at doos not suit them.
No mombers of the party shall be per-
mitted to pair with either Libersls or
Oonservatives. All must be present
at overy sitting to do their own voling,
We seo lively times ahead for the
British House of Commons.

The Police Commissioners of Tor-
onto have deeided to have a pulics
inspeotion of workshops and factories
to sea that they are provided with
means to cscape in ease of fire. It i8
quite time that someihing wes being
done along these lines. A seart is
good, but it seems impoasible to have
the cffort sus'sined for any length of
time. We have not heard of any of
the other cities or towns making a
move in thia direotion. It is hardly
likely that Toronto factories are the
only ones in Oanade that Iack proper
fire escapes.

Ass result of a crusade against
saloons in Leavenworth, Kansas, fol-
lowing direotly as a result of the Car-
rie Nation raids, there ocourred »
shooting fatally Iast week. The wife
of the proprietor of & whiskey joint
had the top of her head shot off by a
shot gun in the hands of & mob of
farmers who had entared the saloon
vith the purpose of wrecking the
place. Four arresia have been made,
and forther trouble is anticipaied.
Meanwhile Mrs. Nation, the eause of*
the troubloe, was in jail, refusing to
put up a bond of $2.000 to keep the
peage.  Mre, Nation should be left in
joit until such time as her fanatioal
offorts may bave iime t2 simmerdown,
Murder is & very serious thing, and
there promises to be more of it unless
this virago is speedily suppreeced.

—eereeret

Mr. Thomas O'Donnell does not
proposs to allow the recent squelching
he recsived in his attempt to intro.
duoe the Irish langusge in the Brilish
House of Commons, to interfers with
his progtamme. He lays down the
following method of his fotara pro-
osdars :

¢ Irnmediatelyalter the two Ieish amond.
ments to the Kina's speech have been de-
bated, I shall claim the attention of the
Speaker  eriodieally and inoessantly, each
time speaking Irish, Not till I am sua-
for dhordotl{.eond:ct shall I desist,
I ahall refuse to aubeids only when I have
been kaockéd down foribly and d

‘from my-plaee. When the Housos' Ser-
geant at-arma appencs on the soene the ea.

tica momborahlp of the Ielsh party will como

to my support, and the ohauces for $rouble
are falr,

Mr. O'Donnell asscrls that his de-
te:raiation to talk Irish at Westmin.
ster aima at compolling the recogni.
tion of the language as a pationsl
institution rather than at disturbing
tho peace of tho House of Uommons.
Mz, O'Donnell is ono of the youngest
mombera of the British Parliament,
being only twenty-nine years of age.
He is the membor for West Kerry,and
rasides at Killorglin,

His Holiness, Pope Leo XIIL, cole.
brated the aunivertary of his elestion
to the Pontificate on Wecd 2aday ot
last wook, Ha is in excellent Liealth
angd spirits, and promisee well to reach
the hundred mark, a point that he is
aiming at not for tho mere sake of
living, but that he may perfeot his
already glorious reign over the Churoh,
The rigor of bis recent enoyelioal in-
dicates thai the greatest mind of the
age has not been olouded, but has
rather gained in power and elear-
sighteduess, in the long years of esese-
1ess toil shat it has been subjected to.
It is quite eafe to eay that in all the
years of our Holy Father's work he
hae not made a single personal enemy.
Affable and kind ; ensy of approach
and pleasant of speech, the greatet
old man of the eentury has acquired
the good will and admiration of the
whole world. He is the Iast of a great
age of mental giants, aud that he, the
groatest of all, may live to see his
fondest hopes realized, sud his moast
oherizhed plans matured, is the wish
and prayer, not only of all Catholies
throughout the world, but also of
thousands of those who are not mem-
bers of our great Churoh.

[y

There is a report going the rounds
of the daily papers that Monsignor
Faloonio, the Papal Dalegate at Oita-
wa, will be transforred to Washington,
where he will take the place of Mon-
signo: Martinelli, the Papal Dologate
to the United States. Mgr, Martinelli
will, sccording $o the despatches from
Rome, be croated cardinal at the com-
ing consistory in Rome on March 21,
an avent which will fix his residence
in Iialy for the future. Mgr. Faloonio
has endeared himself to the Ostholics
of Oansda,in the short time that he
has bosn with us, and we shall be
very sorry to lose him; but, in going
to the United States he shall hiave
greater opportunities of exercising his
acknowlodged talents, and of doing
more good than he could sccomplish
here. The United States Oatholios
will feel proud of their new delegute—
quite a8 proud of him as we hers in
Cansda do. Mgr, Martinelli is an
able man, and Mgr. Faloonio will juet
about fill his place in the hearis of
the neighboring republie. If the re-
port is true, then we congratulate the
Amerioun Ostholies in getting & man
of just about the same typs as the cne
they are losing ; it the raport be false,
we rejoioe in the fast that our belovzd
Delegate will be with us yel for s
while. The press despatoh announe-
ing Mgr. Falconio’s removal to Wash-
ington does not =ame & successor foe
him at Ottawa.

Some time ago Oatharine Lealis,
the able editor of the Woman’s page of
The Sunday World, took oceasion $o
give a severe rebuke to the silly women
and girls who daily hang about the
Princess theatre in this city so that
they may get a glimpse of the astors
and actreases as thoy come out of that
place of amusement. We felt as the
time that the article was one that hit
the nail on the head, and we were sure
that it would accomplish its purpose.
While some good may have been done,
there yst remains much to do. Re-
cently, with the thermomeler ranging
below zero, we saw fully a hundred
women and gizls blscking King street
awaiting the coming cut of the astors.
They were not all girls cither—many
of them were well up in the forties.
An The World ssid, these specimens
of womanhcod are degrading them.
selves in bowing before these fourth
rate actors; they are dragging down
the dignity they shonld possess, and
trampling it under Icot. It is utterly
diegusting. Liangusge fails one in the
attempt to characterize such vawo-
manly euriosity; such odoration ol
gening (%). ' We wonder whother theso
gitls have any homes: if they have,
they must be gloriously well-ordeied
oner. I¢inw pity that the policeman
who atood by, ey'lently to sce tha

there should bo no riot, eould
arrest the wholo crovd as vagrants.




