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“If I forget thee; O Jerusalem, let my right Rand forget her cumzing.”’—l’salm 137, £-6.

SERMON.
BY REV. A. J. MACKICHAN, BARNEY'S
RIVER, PICTOU.

I John, v. 10th., 1st clause.—*‘He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness in himself.”

The Seriptures.informw us that all men
are sinners, both by nature and practice
and exposed to the wrath of God, and
that it is only by believing in Christ that
we can obtain the pardon of our sins and
the favour and friendship of God. “For
God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son that whosoever believ-
eth in Him should not perish, hut have
everlasting life.” And our Saviour Him-
self also assures us that ** he that belev-
eth on the Son hath everlasting life, but
he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life, but thd wrath 'of God abideth on
bim.” It must then be a matter of great
interest and importance to every one who
has been awakened to a sense of the guilt
and misery of his condition as a sinncr,
to know that he has really believed in
Christ and obtained salvation through his
blord. Thisis highly desirable amTvery
necessary, both for the behever's peace
sl comtort and for preventing men from
talling short at last by induTging false
and unfounded hopes. ~ Yet many of the
professed disciples of Christ do not well
understand the nature of faith, and often
imagine themselves in possession of it,
when in reality they have never experi-
enced the saving eflicacy of the Saviom’s
blogd. We therefore propose in turther
addressing you to show

Ny ecomatere.

1. In what faith or beliet in the Son of
God consists.

Faith or belief in the Son of God in-
cludes the knowledge and belief of what
the Scriptures make known to us concern-
inyg His personal dignity and character.
And who is the Son'of God? We learn
from Scripture that He is the Christ, the
Messiah promised unto the fathers, whose
advent was foretold bythe ancient pro-
%het,s as the prince and Saviour of Isrel.

e is possessed of a two-fold nature, be-
ing both God and man. Asto Hisdivine
nature, Ile is the second person of the
ever-blessed Trinity. and the eternal and
only-begotten Son ot God. The appella-
tion * Sons of God™ is in Scripture appli-
ed both to angels and men. Angels are
t..e Sons of God by creation ; and believ-
ers are so both by creation, adoption and
regeneration. But Christ s + the Som_of
God," in a sense, peculiar ta Himselt. He
is ** the Son of God™ by eternal genera-
tion—the only-begotten of the Father,
possessing, equally with God, the divine
oaturs and peéifections and attributes. He
is eternal in His existence, unchangeable
in His nature, infinitely wise and power-
ful and holy and just and good and true,
The hames of God are given Him, and
the words of God are ascribed to Him.
He is the Creater, Preserver, Redeemer,
and Judge of mankind. And hence St.
John says: ** All thirgs were made by
Him, and- without ¥lim was not anything
made that was made.® Thus Christ is
*¢ the Son of Giod,” really and truly God,
and possessing the nature and character
and all the perteciions of deity. &

But, while Christ.is truly Gogzl’:je 1
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