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they may be legal. The satue h.igher tone is tàken in a letter
f rom. Mr. Steed, w-hich we print els4where, and on tais we bave

nothing to add. But inaamueh as we said, in first ef-ticiÉtirig the
',ccurrenee, that suchi -eprimal were forbidden by international
iaw, we are naturally interested in Profeucr Holland 's qtate-
ment that they are -net. " Objee ions, " he writes, ' might, of
eourse, be made to thern as unlikeiy to produ-ce their hoped-for
cifeet, or as reptgnant te our feelings of humanity or honour.

They are net il~i"Weil, that, depends an what we are en-
titied to treat a3 international law. The Hagne Conventions are
flent as to reprisals, and it may b:c adinitted that. there ib no
,pr*em. authori tative declaration on the subjeet. That reprisI
are. speaking generally. perinissible is clear erough. Our Order
lii Council of Mareh. 1915, for instance, by which the Bloekade
of Germany was set up. was stated to be by wýy of reprisai. But
tho objections to such proeedure are st) grat that "heiligerents
aire universidly considered to be bound P.(# ta -esort to reprisais
exeept undcr the pres.,ure of absolute neiz-esity, and then nlot by
wav of revengte. but onis- in c2qff and te the extent by which an
encmy may bc deterred f rom a repetition of his effenee: Hall 's
International Law. 6tb Md., p. 411. The question, iideed. is not
as to the 1awfulness of reprisais in genral-that. is tht m~eeting
oi one violation of the la,.s of Nvar by anGoIfer-but as te the
limita whieh mnust ho placed on them; and when we said that the
air raid at Froiburg waa forbidden by international- iaw, we
n-ioont that it exemeeded the limits which may now ho regarded as
ireognuizcd by international iawyers. These limita arc- foundcd
on the graduai amelioration whieh lias taken plaeo---e.xcipt Nvith
the Germans in the Franco-Prussian War and the present war

-- in the barbarities cf war, ,nd on the rude laid dawn b 'vthe
Institute of intational Lam, et Oxford. ini 1881. that reprisais
must 'n cvery case respect the laivs of humanity and oli,

A n iiire de L'Insçtitut de DroyitInratol,5h ea.p
174). Air raids )n undcfended towns, wvhieh the aviators know
mill have as thoir natiiral--aiid therefare intendM4-rcsnlt the
(leatha8 of women and ('blidren, exeed tht.. limits, and in that
seiise arc uniaw ful.-Solicrojrs' Jotirnû,7


