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PPESENTATION TO JUDGE GOWAN-Tut JUnîcrÂL CO5MITTEE OF THSE PcRvY COUNcIL.

preside, and f0 irnpress the public with tbe feel-
ing of respect, nover witbbeld from a Court of
J ustice, however limitcd its spîsere, wbere ordcr
and decorurr obtain.

" romo the first 1 feît tbat this couid be best
donc with tise aid of an educat cd andi honorable
Bar, who would feel witb me tbat wo were all
nsinistcrs of justice-ail! equally sfriving for the
same great end. From the profession in this
County 1 havec aiw'ays rccived the greatcsf aid
in tbe discharge of my judicial duties, and if is
to y our cordial co-operation and support I amn
indebted for a measure of soccess tijat, unas-
Bisted and unsupported, 1 couid scarccly bave
obtained.

"Jon gladly according f0 tbe Bacr every privi-
lege they could fairly dlaim: ln fostering a rigbt
feeling iii their intercourse witb eacb other: lu
publicly combating prejudices against tbem, 1
have ever feif 1 n'as sfrictly within tbe fiue of
duty; but 1 thinil you will acquit me of tbe
wcakncss which fails f0 lookl for the iniiercut
ruerits of a case in admiration for the euhl aud
zoal of counsel.

If is inost grafifyîug fo me fîsat you riglstiy
possess the respect of the whole commuuity, and
I eau wif b grcat trutb say thaf honni', Icarning
and abilitv, are clsaracferi,,tics of tihe legai pro-
fession io tîsis district.

"At the cgc of fwenty-five I cntered with ardor
on a woric 1 lilced, and thoogb this jodicial Dis-
trict was then, as aow, tihe iargest lnuUpper
Canada, 1 felt equal fo the labor, and 1 am abie
to say, through Gods gooduess to me, that dur-
ing a pcriod of necrly fweuty-six years 1 have
neyer been abscnt fions the Superior Courts over
wlsicb I preside, and, as to the Division Courts
(excepf wben on 0fber dufies cf ftse instance nf
tise Goverument) fiffy days would cover ail the
occasions wben a deputy cfed for me. 1 bave,
1 may be pcrdnned for saying, undergone labors
and exposure of tbe mosf frying kind, as most nf
you know; but few are aware that those labors
have icît me with a seriously impaired constitu-
tion ; yet 1 trust there s sf11lu in me snme years
of work, and nowhere cnnid 1 be so happy in liv-
ing and acting as cmnngsf tbnse wvlom I bave
knnwn and valued so long.

"And no\v gentlemen need 1 say tbaf J xviii
preserve as a precins posssessin tlic address
'wifls whicm you bave honored me. Your valu-
ahie gift xviii long affer i have passed away, show
flic first Judge of this District as he looked after
a quarter of a century of work. 1 wonld that if
couid pnrtray with equal fidelify bosv deeply he
was toucbied by this genernus mari, of ynur re-
gard: hnw much invigorated for fresh exertin. f0

try to deserve ail that your kindncîs has associ-
ated with bis mame."

After the rising of the Court, the members
of the profession prescut, w bich iucluded, w e
believe, c'very practitioner ini the Couny, tf

gether with some of the County officiais and
others, were sumptuouslv cntertajned at the
hospitable rosidence of the learned Judge.

The third edition of Mr'. Taylor's Consoli-
dafed Cbancery Orders lias just been issued
from the press, and is now for sale by the
publisher, Mr. Adam. It xviii be gladly w ci-
comed by practitioners, and the sale w111 be
rapid.

SE LECTIO NS.

THE JUDICIAL, CONMMITTEE 0F THE
PRIVEY COUNCIL.

If betokens a heaithy sigu of the public
1mind when institutions, bigh or low, lay or
ecclesiasticai, are brougbit to the bar of public
opinion and judged according to their mnerits.
In a free country notbing ougbt f0 be bidden
from the gaze of the people. The only dlaim
wbich, lu modern times, an institution bas to
exist, is not that it is an'cient and time-bonour-
ed, not even tbat it is harmless, but that if is
the means of doing some positive good to tbe
nation. And in order that it may be found
ont whetber a givon institution possesses the
requisite qualification f0 be maintained, if
should be laid bare before the public. We do
not mean to asscrt tbat ail institutions sliould
be wanfonly and recklessly, and af ail times,
made the snbiect of Qriticism. That would
indeed bc intolerablo. Witbout dloing tbe
leasf gond sncb criticism w oul(i only create
disrespect in tbe sninds of the people for in-
stitutions wbich, for the sake of tbe freedorn
of a country, mnust perforce be supported. If
wonld alienate tbe well aftècted froin tbcrn,
and thus materially interfere witb, or even
mai', their usefuiness. But far different would
be the effcct of honestly examining into the
operation of these institutions from time fo
time, and striking a balance between tbe gond
they have doue and tbe evil tbey have consci-
ously or unconsciously comtaitted, or perrnifted
f0 fake place. By this means the efficiency
of a system would be most successfuily found
ouf, and if there are any evils defected in if
fhey would be speedily put a stop f0. Tbere,
is anotber and, if possible, a greater advantage
wbich wonld resuif from sncb an examination.
Tbe system, insfead of being shrouded in inYs-
tery, intelligible ouly f0 fbose wbo had made
if; the business of their lives to study if, and
offering the greatest obstacles foý the approach
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