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GROWING RICH BY GIVING.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CCYLER.

‘Whoever would becomé rich in spirituu.l treas-
ures must give away bounti/’ullg/. *Thereis that
scattereth and yet increaseth,” This is one of
the truest of paradoxes in Christian economy. He
that saves for self only loses : he that loses for
Christ's sake is sure to save. Would you become
rich towards God? Then learn to give. God
loveth a cheerful giver.

Nor should we limit this only to the donations
of the purse. The gift of gold is only a part of
Christian benevolence —though by no means an
unimportant part. I have often wished that I
were the possessor of the wealth of a Lenox, or a
Dodge, or a Frederick Marquand, provided that
Ishould be sure of the wealth of heart which
those princely men had. Buta rich sow! can be
always giving ; as the noonday sun overflows his
golden urn of ceaseles radiance, and is yet none
the poorer in warmth and glory when a whole
aniverse bhas been flooded with his beams.

We must freely five of everything that we
have freely received. If we have the heart to
ray with faith. let us give of our prayers. No
egacy that a milllonaire father could have left
me would compare in value with my widowed
mother’s prayers for me at the mercy-seat. You
that have acquired the wisdomn which age or ex-
perience confers can give those hints and timely
counsels which are apples of gold in baskets of
silver to the young, the inexperienced and the
unfortunate., Give your personal labours, too,
for Jesus Christ. Many a rich man secks to com-
pound with his conscience by bestowing bank-
checks in lien of his own presence in the nmission-
school, the prayer-meetings or the abodes of
suffering. Oh, man of wealth, God gave thee
that very leisure thou enjoyest in order to do
the work of charity which thy poorer, hard-toil-
ing neighbor has no time to perform. Those
that have nomoney or counsel or charitable decds
to bestow, can aflord at least. a godly example.
And so a Christly life may, from tirst, to last, be
a constant expenditure: just as the Temple
lamps consumed themselves away ingiving light.
What were rich-hearted Christians given to the
world for but to be reservoirs of blessings?

Happy is the person who can bring the very
atmospheré of heaven with him whenever he
approches us !—who acts upon our spirits as the
May breezes act upon the earli; shoots of the
tulip and the violetsi e is a bountiful giver.
He confers on us light ; he beams goodness into
our souls ; he teaches us patience ; he showers on
us brotherly-kindness ; he illustrates forusfaith ;
he exhibits the beauty of meekness; he kindles
hope by his very Eresencc, and his unflinshing
bravery has often been an inspiration of valor to
our faint or failing hearts. Next to Christ Him-
self there is no blessing to the community like a
Christ-like Christian,

My good reader, covet earnestly the best giits,
and then enlarge them by expenditure. Ask of
God, who giveth liberally, that ye all may be
rich—rich in faith, rich in good works, richin
revenues of joy and rich in holiness and the love
of Jesus. And then, although your raimeat may
be coarse, your soul shall be enfolded in the
beauty of Christ’s righteousness. Though your
dwelling-place be humble, yet your heaven-seek-
ing affections may be at home in the colestial
courts. Although your purse may be scanty,
your heart will be a palace whose chambei's are
filled with all * pleasant and all precious riches.”
There will be great treasure laid up for you in
heaven when you become partalker of the inherit-
ance of the saints in light.

AN IMMORTAL BOOK.

Few books live long. Many books are published
which create u great sensation. They are read
by hundreds of thousands, talked of in every
circle where the least degree of literary interest
exists, and their contents discussed in'every im-
portant periodical. But in a few years they are
almost forgotten- Three years ago a book ap-
peared which inmmediately achieved immense
popularity. From the interest it awakened one
might have supposed it had a fine prospect of
immortality. Already it has become a drug in
the marlket and lost its hold on the popular mind.
Soon it-will be forgotten.

Books which have come down to us from the
beginning of our era are interesting as relies of
antiquity, but utterly destitute of vitality., We
read them to acquire a knowledge of the language
in which they were originually written and of the
thouﬁht of those limes, but not to find opinions
and doctrines suited to our times. They have
been left behind in the march of events and ideas.
They are not living books.

The writings of Confucius, which have existed
for many centuries, do indeed cxert an influence
on the Chinese of to-day, but this is because
Chiua js a stagnant nation. If China had made
rogress in arts, sciences, culture, civilzation, as

Western nations have, the doctrines of Confucius

would have lost their hold on the Chinese mind
long ago.
. But the Bible, which is one of the oldest books
in the world, possesses more vitality than any
modern book. It is the leading book in the most
advanced and cultivated nations of modern times,
It is the most potent factor in modern thought
and modern civilization, No book in the world
has so strong a hold on the minds of men in
Eurvpe and America. No book exerts so wide
an influence, and eflects such remarkable and
wholesome changes in the character and conduct
of individuals and in the customs of society.—
Christian Advocate.

BEGIN NOYW.

It was said of Alfred DeVigny that he pro-
posed making a great poem, and he had the ca-
tmcity and genius to make it; but he spent all
is life in gathering materials for the poem.
Sometimes bis friends used to say to him, “Why
don't you begin¢ Youare gettin{: on in life,and -
after a while you will be too old to write the
i)oem.“ And he would keep saying, ‘ To morrow

will begin.” One morning the pa{)ers in Paris

announced his death—his work all undone, he
lay dead amid the magnificent materials he had
with which to begin the poem.
. And some of you, dear readers, have been pro-
Jecting a grand Christian life; you have a great
many bright &lans and expectations gathered
about you. hen areyou goinﬁ to begin that
life? You say, ‘“To-morrow.” But I fear that
death will break in before you have begun, and
your breath will be stopped, and your heart
will be stunned, and forever the great poem of
your Christian life will be unwritten, and the
song of grace unsung, and your immortal soul
unpardoned. Then the goodness of God will be-
come his wrath, and the sunlight will become a
storm, and the welcome will become an anathe-
ma ; and instead of a life-time of God-given op-
portunities, there will remain nothing but an
eternity of wild overthrow. Oh, that God would
by his goodness lead us all to repentance.—Dr.
Talmage. .



