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1 was expecting a brother botanist from, England to, spend the
summner with me. and vou mai' imagine my elation at being able
to show hlm the Adder's Tongue Fern in its native haunt.

The coloni' was so, small that 1 kept close watch over kt and
when hav-fiel<is began to, be cnt 1 strode sterntv out to defend
mvn proprietary rights. Fortunately my corner was arid and
sandy. the graus so short and thin that no mowers had been to
niolest the Adder's Tongue: no mowers. leut the devil disguised
as a horse had corne and ciropped the few spikes 1 had added to
the firsi find- Domestication sceins to distoirt good wholesome
animal instincis into, unna.uraI appetites; the horse is bad
enongh. hut for depraved tastes c%..mrmend me of ail things to
t hat çlumsv ruminant. t he coimmun ta. w a creat ure so, proeaic.
too. that aestbetic considerations seemi lost to k:. among its
favorite food plants I mai' mention the Plantain-leaved Ladies*
Tresses. the Narrow-leaved Spleenwurt (especialli' when rare in
the neighionrhood). and the Adder*s Tongue Fern.

About the middle of July the two of us went ont to, see the
c(Any ne nspctd te hnk-of hestremi a Iittle further down;

we oiid undedsofplats.iLualy narthefotf epsle,
we then tried the far bank. mv firiend nnsuceessfullv. but 1
detet-tedl several colcnirs. andI at one spot siome plants nt.wlv
trodden clown: the footpirint wa-- my friend's. 1 cailed hlm to
me and mnade nrrrv ai bis expense. shioving where he had walked
and tramplcd under foot fronds 7 or 8 inches long of the fcrn he
was lo'>bking for. hie rathler tok ihe wind out of my sals bi' point-
ing ont some stili larger plants on which 1 was kneeling. Itis a
most int-on.lieun fern. l'ut far fromn rare. However. we stili
clung de9ieg»rately to the cherished belief th.t it was rare. truc.
it %vas plentiful along !bis stream. but tbat was on!' one station
and pro'ail-lv <we concluderi) a lncky find.

A week Izter we had flittedi withi onr botanv cans 100 miles
or more <rast f0 the village of Lanark. north of Perth. We were
retnrning across counrv Oo the village from a bluff on the upper
pau. of the Clyde River where the Rustv Woodsia (Wosio

iIvwL)grew: our wav led ac-ross undulating pastures and grain
fields. anu clevated and rocky çirech. bere and there a small
wood now lv ing in a hollow. nnw hantging on a hill-side or perched
on a knoll. In sorte of t hese upland pastures near the edges of
marshv ground we fonnd great, patchrs of Çciagineila apiu. that
prettv little cousin of the clnbimosses. witb its bright vellow-
green prostrate branches forming thick mats in the spongi' turf.

Wc 'vent along a 4.lp;iniz pasture towards a wooded ridge in
the distan-e: and as 've surniounted a fence that ran froni a
luttle wnod tilted haîf way up the siope to a willow swamp beiow
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