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3.APRIL, 24th.--"i ENTO.MOLOGY," by Dr. James Flctchcr,
Dominion Entomnologist.-The speaker without preliminary
introduction wvent riglit to the heart of his subject by asking
and answeringI shortly what is Entomology ? What is an insect?
He deprecated the indiscrim-inate use of the word "'bug "as
generaily used because altholigh aIl bugs wvere insects ail insects
were by no means *bugs. Insects ar e amongst the most
familiar of natural abjects. They are met with in ail climates and
in one or ather form at ail seasons of the yea r. It %vas estimated
that they cornprised four-fifths of the animai kingdom ; no lcss
than 200,000 Species being fauind in collections. Thcir place in the
classification of the animal kingdom wvas noted and the dif-
ferences bctwveen the members of the seveil great orders ex-
plainecl. This old classification. of the insccts %vas recominended
for begrinners and the derivation of the names used cxplained.
Diagrams illustrating the different kinds of insects wvere shown.
An carnest plea wvas made for a more exten~sive study of insects
on account of the utility of the knawledge obtained, first as a
means of preventing the great losses which annually occurred
ainong crops, then as a useful means of training the mind in
habits of accuracy, of observation and precisian of description
and, lastly, as an unfailing and constant source of intellectual
pleasure. Lt wvas advise:d to study a feiv things wvell-z.g. a
single order or even a singlIe insect, ratlier than to aimn at amass-
ings a large collection, the: thorou-h study of wvhich wvas ren-
dered impossible by the shortness of the average liUe of mi.
Beginners wvere encouragcd ta, inake use oU the leaders oU the
club. The delighlt of rearingr even anc of aur commoncst but-
terfies from the egg thraugh the larval stages ta thle chrysalis
and then ta the perfect inszct wvere graphically cle-scribed and
ail presenit were urgecd ta makc at 1eat anctildin th

coming season. he specaker feit sure that if tins ivere done
mnany who, had previously sezn nD particular beauties in insects
would be surprised at the .am:)tnt c>f pleasure they wvould derive
and the unexpected bzauties they wvould discerti in the exquisite
perfection of every smallest part of every insect thecy examined.
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