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Tliere %vere no persectitions, no dissen
sions, no aggressive effort. Xt was a
century of stagnation. Arnd yet, t(> its
credit, it praduced John Woolman,
who3;e journal Channing pronounced
Ilthe sweetest. and purest aûtobiography
in the language.7 lhittier calls hini
"the serene and beautiful spirit re-

deerned of the Lord from allselishness.'
Charles Lam b said - " Get the writings
of John Woolman by heart " It was
said that he laved the negro slave, the
Indian savage, the poverty-stricken
miners, the factary 'work'ers anîd agri-
cultural laborers.ot England, not as ýa
professional philanthrophist, but be-'
cause he cauld not hclp it ; loving
themn as a miother loves, her child.

- Up ta the end of the seventeenth
century," says F. S. TIumner, "~the society
confidently foretold the conversion of
the warld ta Quakerîsrn. In the eight-
eenth they were paralysed, almost fos-
silised. In the nineteenth they sadly
calculate the probable date of their
extinction." Recent stirrings af new
life among themn are the result of the
influence * of modern evangelicalism.
The "Orthodox Friends," sametimes
called " Progressive Friends," or IlGur-
neyltes," would be as horrified by the
public anouincemnent that it is not the
Scriptures but the Spirit of God that is
the supreme authority as were the con-
gregation in the "steeple house " in
Nattingham in 1649. The Hicksite
Quakers stili mnaintain the beliefs of
George Fox.
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of Elias Hicks was that Ilthe inward
manifestation of divine light, which
reveals itself in the heart of man
against sin and uncleanliness, is essen-
tial and suifficient ta salvation."

If this doctrine be nat of God then
mast assuredly will it corne ta naught;
but there is reason ta believe that it
halds a satisfying answer ta doubters
and unbelievers. Christianity is not a
creed only, it is a revelation from God
te save us from aur sins, ta bring us
into the true life. It is the life of

Christ quickening us into the CIn4st,
like lifé. Whatever else is doubt<iii-
this we know to be true. Agnosticisni
confounds ignorance of the nature of
God with ignorance of His relation ta
us and aur relation ta Him. God's
will concerning us is flot incompre
hensible, and it is revealed hy the in
ward light. "That failh," says Profes
sor Huxley, "is flot blind but reason-
able, which is invariably confirrned by
experience, and we have the testimiony
of believers that the fundarnental faith
of religion is invariably confirmed by
experience. IlChristianity," says Tur.
ner bcis a lifec the truc life of man
the life of the spirit reigning over ail
the lusts of the flesh. * *
God and duty are certainties; purity,
love, self-sacrifice are certainties. Con-
sicience is consciousness, is spiritual
vision. * * * Not ta know the
truth about Christ, but to be aurselves
in one measure reproductions of Christ,
is truc Christianity. The children of
the light began with conduct, they he-
gan with faith. .But it was flot faith in
a wide scheme of doctrine, ernbracing
the universe and eternity ; it was faith
in a present experience of a very limuiit-
cd range, but of the certainty of which
they had full assurance. The secret
light shining in the heart to reprove
unrighteousriess was ta them a revela
tion of God, that is, of His will con
cerning them. This was in them the
faint streak of dawn, beginning of a
heavenly day."
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GOO AND THE LIGHT
WITHIN.
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From the earliest times mankind
have recognized an intelligent and so-
called supernatural power in nature.
In the ruder ages they have even wor-
shipped natural abjects or phenoinena
that seemned ta manifest this pover.

While modern development has
cast aside much of this superstitious
worship ; yet, with a change of j
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