i

|

.

HOW OPIUM I8 PRODUCED IN INDIA.

[CAww'rn COBRESPONDENT OF SAN FRANcIsco Chronicle.]

or(l),wmg to the ever poverty-stricken state of the Indian raiat,
usbandman, the government advances the means whereby he
‘:n engage in pop!p cultivation. The nature of their engage-
'ents is about as o{lows : The cultivator undertakes to sew a
th?"“. or about one-twentieth of an acre, with poppy seed. For
18 he i3 given the requisite amount of sced. If a well has to
outdus' he is not only given a sum on loan, sufficient to carry
to his purpose, but also money enough to buy bullocks in order
T enable him to draw water from the well when it is finished.
hi ‘: 18 termed the first advance, and is simply given to prepare
18 land for the sowing of poppy seed. The second advance is
glvde" when the plsnt%»egins to shoot above the earth’s surface,
0’:Fi:lm third, when the plant is about to mature. In Janua
ar ebruery the plsnt comes to maturity ; in that state the poc
e lanced in the afternoon. The opium is allowed to exude till
A?t morning, when it is carefully taken off by an iron’scraper.
the same time precaution’ is exercised to close the incisions
mfﬁi"‘mmng the finger over the cuts. About five to six incisions
ce for the drawing of the juice.
drgirC Opium is placed in brass vessels, slightly tilted, so as to
mo B off the dew or any other watery substance. It is then
ilaln‘ polated and placed in new earthen vessels, and is thus kept
i It is brought to the weighin%station. The cultivator of pop-
p:‘ does not employ labor. is holdings are mere garden
Patches ; 50,all the aid he requires, from the sowing of the seed
¢ Mmaturing of the plant and the gatherini of the opium,
w be had from the members of his family. The whole of this
u;“'k 18 done by himself, his wife, and his little ones. Many of
a %8 opinm garden plats, worked b{l the man and family,
a.il‘lom‘lt to only one-sixth or one-twelfth of an acre, perhaps; in
°:=:solated instances one man is wealthy enough to own half
0.
‘oThere are many reasons which conduce to this. First and
he‘e}:"lmt is that the native does not like to lease more land than
wh mself can plow and work. Even with the growth of opium,
pﬁe‘e 50 many untold advantages are offered for extended enter-
tin“’ the Indian husbandman prefers to give his attention to a
"iti garden rather than to be put to the expense of working,
is ¢ Paid help, a few acres. His outlay is nothing, and thus he
ov“abled, at tremendouns profit, to grow opium for sale to the
ganemmeut. He ‘does not pay for help; manure is always
ang .28 human excrement only is used, and nothing is cheaper
is Bmol'e effective. Irrigation is equally simple, A rude well
wh nfki two posts and a cross beam, over which is placed a
ia €, form the only apparatus for the drawing of water. . A rope
bu& over the wheel and attached to it a huge leathern
ise ot, which is let down and drawn up by bullocks. The water
m;“mled'mtq a reservoir ; running from this are numerous
iﬂoi:s' which carry off the water snd flush the lands requiring
ia :lgre. The stronﬁer members of the family are engaged in
infy oil, while the children, who in other lands would be deemed
lnannts’ make themselves generally useful in picking weeds and
Y other duties necessitating light labor.
freg)ifom the sun gilds the horizon, and while the dew is yet
til) o 00 the %ass, the family are astir, and from early morning
eml"qmng their entire attentian is bestowed upon their crop,
mm::,m weeding, watering, or I;ioking during the day ; and
%;;908 at night, in keeping wild animals from intrading and
ing in a single hour the labor of years. . :
anq g o 20t8 of the husbandman are but few. Four mud walls
hove] thatched roof compose the family mansion ; and in such a
loing Will he live for generations. A scant cloth tied round his

e a huge cotton sheet, thrown in graceful folds
festipip, od{, serves as gala costume on occasions of great
in the 0" His little children are in a state of utter nudity, even
Octo coldest weather ; and when it is borne in mind that from
in g, t till February the weather is a great deal colder than it is
ren e: Francisco, some idea of the hardy nature of native child-
'implen be formed. The women are somewhat better clothed ;
thogg,, Letticoat and a gray colored sheet has for the last three
hugh, nd years formed their attire. But, whatever, money the
Tea] yqq) n gains, he converts into jewelry, which forms the

uch i. th of the native landowner, and is regarded by natives
ﬁmn the same way as a Enropean looks npon a bank account.
with h?‘ of acute distress he can always part, even at a premium,
in o Vife's vnaments. The Hindoo religion demands that
eonm&;namen}:s must be worn by married women. When the
€ Parties are poor they make them of lead, but directly
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S:ives for coat and pantaloons. When he desires to appear.
. lround l‘l‘l

The small farmer lives with but three objects, that is, to load his ||

wife with ornaments, to eat off brass platters, and to be able, on
the marriage of his son, to make a grand display. To attain this
end he will suffer years of deprivation and inconvenience, and
hi:i many years' savings will be wasted in a single week of jollifi-
cation.

‘We can imagine how glad must be the raiat when the popp
plant has begun to exnde opium, and when his opium has ul)i
been gathered he waits patiently for the order to march, with
the fruits of his labor, to the weighing station. It depends
entirely upon the season as to when the cultivators can Tﬁng
their opium to the government stations to be weighed.

DISPOBING OF THE CROP.

As a general rule, the month of April is the commencement of
the weighing season. Intimation is then given to the opium
cultivators that they must present themselves on a certsin day
with their opium, in order to have it testod and weighed. In
the districts where the poppyufnlant is cultivated all are astir,
and grand preparations are made for s general exodus. The opium
is collected sately in red earthen pots, which are put in wicker
crates, and the whole family, with burdens on their heads, make
for the woiﬁhing stations. The picturesque Indian lanes are
crowded with these. men, marching like sheep to their destina-
tion. They only travel during the night. g’he sultry heat of
midday forces them to seek the grateful shelter of the’ ?rdena
and groves 8o liberally planted along the dusty hi ways.
Directly a halt is called, and preparations are made for the daily
meal. After this is finished some lively spirit starts a story,. re-
counting the savage doings of the stranger who rules the land.
With terrified countenances and anxious esrs they listen to these
fabulous tales ; but inwardly they bless the ¢ white face’’ as
they think of the money he is soon to disburse.

Many of these ignorant cultivators have never seen, in their
life, a European ; and accept with easy crednlit{‘ anything de-
trimental to the character of their governors. No wonder it is
then that the native approaches the sahib or gentleman with the
most abject fear painted on every limb. He holds his breath
when he hears him speak, and is ready to faint at the slightest
display of anger or impatience. These sensational stories are
generally propagated by rascally natives, who profit by the
credulity of their countrymen in order to extort money. These
men represent that nothing can be done without the bakshish
or blackmail present, and they are the agents for the sahib, sent
by him to collect toll. If the ignorant wretch demurs, his tor-
turer paints a picture to which the torments of hell are but a
trifle. The poor fellow, anxious to escape such calamities as he
is threatened, pays the demand, and further presents his friend
with a trifle in order that nothing should go wrong.

WEIGHING AND TESTING.

Early in the morning the weighing and tests commence.
Notice is given to the cultivators, and they proceed to the fac-
tory, ranging: themselves in a long line before the examining
officer. Some men connected with the de:‘partment then mix up
the opinm and take out a small quantity for examination. The
officer, after inspection, marks the gquality on the side of the
earthen basin in chalk. The samples are again. mixed up and
tested with a solutfon of tincture of iodine. If it happens that
the cultivator has been attempting to adulterate his opium with
farinaceous matter the solution will discover the deceit. Ex-

rienced officers are alone trusted with this important duty, and
1t is expected of them to be able to distinguish the class of the
opium as much by the feel and sight as by a chemical analysis.

e consistency of the opium is easily told by a man who has
been long at the work by simply turning the opium over with his
hand or with the aid of a knife. If the opium is of a first-class

-quality the color is a rich brown, and it is so stiff that there is
Xi experienced .in turning. The poorer the quality-

S0me ﬁimlt{
the blacker the color and the thinner the consistency.

After the opinm has been weighed and filled into separate jars
according to its quality, they aresealed up and dispatched to the

factory, where all the opium is again mixed up to & certain con-
sistency and made into balls ready for
Calcutta. After the opium has once been delivered into the hands
of the government officer, the cultivator has nothing mere to do.
He is paid so much by the pound ; his former advances are de-
ducted, and the connection between the raiat and government
closes. When the balls are made they are packed into boxes
called * opium chests,” and sent down to Calcutta.
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fortune smiles favorably they are exehanged for gold and silv

rtation and sale at.
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