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schools of this counitry arc in the hands of te.aclhers poorly paid,
whio are plaeed there by schiool-coiiiiiittee mîen wvholly ineoin-
pcteuit to jtdge of thecir fitiicss. It lies witluii the observation
of every reader of this paragraplh Quet imy of these so-called
te-achers are çriioiyaiit girls aud youhîg, mein sc-atily educated,
whose kuIowlIedgre is bouiided by Mie text-books îvhich thiey
follow with their pupils. r1hiey are incapable of teaching;,
tliey eau ouly liecar telessoxis which thiey cauniot illuininate,

an1 they cainiot inîspire their sehiolars -wiffh love of learniîg, or
even Nvilî curiosity about the world. For this state of things
the public is to bkuiiîe. No goo(t resits eau be expected wvheil
the ignorant teach the i-r,or.iit. 'lle error lies ini the popular
fallacy tlîat almost anybody eau Leach childreni.

This is Nwhat wve mnean by saying that wve are trying Lo inalze
our (-(euctionail pyraînid stand ou its apex. The truth is that
thIe, best talent, the Widest knlowlcdge, the uitmlost skiil, are
needed iu the priînary school. 'fh''le prime obýjeet of Mie school
is to avakzen the iiiid of the child. M1any pupîls go through
the priniaries, tlirough the secondary sehools, anid possibly
thirotigh-I college, without liaving thieir iuids awalzeued, witiouit
ha1ving, their euthunsiasinaroused to the saine cgriuterest îu
the school studies thiat they inanifest iii football, for instance.

Once the mind is awakzencd and guided to explore Mie kuowv-
lcdge of the world, the most (liffiult taskz of tlue educator is
laccoinip]ishied. The pupil is inspired wvith a desire to know,
and instrueted howv to lind out things for hinîself. This inspira-
tion and this guidanîcceau only corne froin teachiers Nvhio have
Iznowlecge and the skill of imparLing it lu a nîarked clegree.
Tihe îuawalkeied mind requires miore externial poe to arouse
it thmn to keecp it goîng lu well-înarked grooves. This is under-
stood iii asyluins for deaf-muites and for idiots. In those
the very ablest teachers takze the, begiinuers ini intelligence.
*We shaîl begiu to hiandle this problemn of eduicatiou intelligently
onl1Y wheui we, recogniize thie truth that for teachiers of the
priuary schools, dowvu to the infant classes, wve mnust have muen
.111d Nwomleu of the lirst qîualifications, of broad 1cuIoNVledg-,e and
liberal culture ndf chai-acter, and we mnust pay thien as higli a
price for thecir services as xve pay teachiers in the secou(tary
sechools, at lcast.

The confertec ou history recomnends thiat it be tanghlt for
eighit cousectiie years. 1B3ut hiistory is a kuowledge of humaîî
l fe, and its illnfoldiumg( really begins ini the kudratn
Ifistory is a unit. No portion of it, evenl the, limitedl history of

astate or comity, eau be well tauglit by a person Nvho lias not a
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