
ANNIVE...SARY MEETING..

,with great satisfaction to the statenient that lias juet been muade that there lias
beenl ne more prosperous year ini the history of this Society than that which lias,
just closed. Fr thfs prosperity, 1I arn sure, we have heartily iinited in the giv.
ing of thanks to God Ahînighty, and let us venture te cheri8h thre hol3e that each
succeeding year will witness yet greater progress in the bringing of a atill
14rger number into the ranks of tire supporters of this institution.'i

We rnust aIl accord perfectly with the statenient which has j ust been made
fromi'he chair that the increase in the nunîber of very large subseribers is
desirable, and niay be justly expected. 'it may not be improper to add to,
that suggestion the expression of the hope tha&there will lie a correspoiidig
increafie in the.number of those whose circunistances do not adiait of their
giving conspicuously large suliscriptions. The saying is attributed to Johin

Veslpey. Who iras one of the wisest, of souls, one of the best of nient
6Thkat lie had iather get twelve pence froïn twelve persons f.or a good cause,

than get a whole shilling froni one," for this reaspnuthat, when people had
given their pennies they would be likely to contiùue their interest in the
cause to wljich they had made their contributions. And 1 feel very 'bure
that it is desirable, it is good in tire highest degree, that we .should. enliat as,¶ large a number as possible, whether their means be very large, or whether they
hé liniited, in contribution te thelrmaintenance and. extension of agencies,
like the Bible Society. 1I heard also with %atisfacto ri h pnn
statenient, that it is in coptemnplation to give a mure adequate andi suitable

',building for thé accommodation of'thip organization in the city. 1 have not
been here for niany yeats, but it is ipossible to pasa through your city with-
out regarding with the deepest satisfùction the niany indications of growth

) and proopexity,*that steady growth that is one of the guarantees of continued
*prosperity, and 1 hope that a suggestion that h&s)been mnade, and that seemais
to have been under consideration for somne tinfe, will lie realized, and that
you will be âeto add te, the many attractive architectural features of this.
prosperout 6ili, a building that will be commensuratè in sonre degree with
the mag'ýi'ficent work, that is being done, and with thte greatnese of the in-
terests that this Society represents. (Applause.) There are various ways in
which one migpresenthis thoughts in the advocacy of a cause like this. It
would lie, for exaurpie, possible to occupy the timg of the meeting with state-
wents of the value, to thXiniman race, of the infalhibleand inspired, Word ; but
that *wouid ont' lie te do in this place what is being doue at greater length, and
probaly'with greatç efficiency, by the ministers to their varieus congrega-
tiens. One might befùUy occupy the time of a meeting like this in deal-
ing with some of the -objections that have been presented ini our time to the
authorit>' conceded by, Christian people to the Divine Word, and yet I arn per-
suaded that these objections ar e i* ini met froni time to tine in the press,
more effectively, proliall>, than they.,co<rld lie miade in a great public meet-
ing. And it is just within ithe, IL8it of possibility.that sucli a dealing with,
these difficulties mighit onl siqggeât objections to somae minds that have not
hithierto been called upon te .efliiounter theni. Ono rnight take another plan
soxrewhat of this kind. Pictures might lie suggested of society ; statements.
mig t be made regarding the condition of communities morali>' and spirit-
uaI.I, liy wlÈich iL miglit lie demonstrated that there is need for such a book as.

-thli Bible, to lie put ini circulatten in these communities. Or ene might
take another plan,still, and looking over the' condition of the world, and the

*needs qf humanit>', iiht be aleý to demonstrate ver>' cean>' that the-
Bible bas a special, a divin ',adaptation te the requiremnents ef the )kuman race,
lias that which nieets our noeds, an&d sûpplies te, us juat that which, we want
te have, il we are te lie lifted, up inte fellowship with the Father, arnd with
the Son. 1 shall venture with your permission te taire another view .of the
matter, and te endoaveur te present it concisel>' in another way; and I do-


