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UTNOIIANGING INP'LUENOE OF THE BIBLE.

"The Bible, aupposing it other than, it pretends to be, presents us with a
singular phenomenon in the space which it ocoupies throughout the continued
history of literature. We seo nothing like it ; and it May well perpiex the
infidel to account for it. Nor ineed his sagacity-disdain to enter a littie more
doeply into its possible causes, than lie is usually inclined to do. It has
not been given te any other book of religion, thus to triumph over national
prejudices, aud lodge itself securely in the heart of great communities,-
varylng by evory conceivable diversity of language, race, nianners, customus,
and indeed agreeing in nothing but a vencration for itself. It adapts itself
with faoility to the rovolutions of thought ndfeeling which ehake to pieces
ail thlngs else ; and ilexibly accommodates it3elf to the progress of society
and the changes of civilization ; even conquest-t-he disorganization of old.
nations-the formiation of new-do, not effeet, the continuity of its empire. It
laya hold of the new as of the old, and transinigrTates with the spirit of hul-
manity ; attracting to itself, by its own moral power, lu all the communities
it enters, a ceaseleas intensity of effort for its propagation, illustra'tion, and
dlefense. Other systems of religien are usually delicate exotics, and wili not
bear trantplanting. The gods of thxe nations are local deities, and reluctantly
quit tiieir native isoil ; at ail ecventas -'hey patronize only their favcourite races,
and perieli at once when thio tribe or nation of their worshippers becomes cx-
tinot- olten long before. vtthiug, indeed, is more difficuit than to make


