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UNCHANGING INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE.

*The Bible, aupposing it other than it pretends to be, presents us with a
singular phenomenon in the space which it occupies throughout the continued
history of literature. We see nothing like it ; and it may well perplex the
infidel to account for it. Nor need his sagacity-disdain to enter a little more
deeply into its possible causes, than he is usually inclined to do. It has
not been given to any other book of religion, thus to triumph over national
prejudices, and lodge itself securely in the heart of great communities,—
varying by every conceivable diversity of language, race, manners, customs,
and indeed agreeing in nothing but a vencration for itself. It adapts itself
with facility to the revolutions of thought 2nd feeling which shake to pieces
all things else ; and flexibly accommodates itsclf to the progress of society
and the changes of civilization ; even conquests—the disorganization of old
nations—the formation of new—do not effect the continuity of its empire. 1t
layshold of the new as of the old, and transmigrates with the spirit of hu-
manity ; attracting to itself, by its own moral power, in all the communities
it enters, a ceaseless intensity of effort for its propagation, illustration, and
defense. Other systems of religion are usually delicate exoties, and will not
bear tranaplanting, The gods of the nations are local deities, and reluctantly
quit their native goil ; at all events they patronize only their favourite races,
and perish at once when tho tribe or nation of their worshippers becomes ex-
tinot—often long before. Nothing, indeed, is more difficult than to make
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