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brilliant perio<i of' Rome,'s lis.tory. Tle elitr Caito. Ciccro anti Sallu st
werc also eixient.stafesnien ai men of' letters ; but flie ilaime. of these
ituaI ofliers xîccd not bc recaihet] to flie nieaxlory of tlie btiffdent of' classie
literaftire.

Let uis nowv corne dlown to biter fimeq, wiicn tlhc empire of' Rome
haîil beca shai tercd ixito fragmecnts, ndf new niat icualit jes alid States
wcî'e iii provcss of' forinitioi liiroilliott roe Chiarlemneî, exu-
plixîfically a mil of' action, li11d Iîiý; !iolîîs of' stliîy, wliutlix lin t lie camp
or court,' andl is sait1 f0 bave flormned biis courtiers iibt an iley
w'ith the view of' int erest iug f hem iii literary pursîîiti. All'red of' Eig-
landt, a triîly great mnan, waîs not only an erninexit statesmian anmi law-
gliver, but a scIîolar anil aullihor of' liigh atfaiiîîments, hiaving franislafed
Bocfbius on tlie Consolations~ of Philosopliy, anti wiffen oflier works in
Sa,,,ox. To ilie priinces ai nohles3 of Europe must be a-wartled the
praise of' liaving l'osfered poctical literafure in tiiose ages wvlicx lcarn-
ing was confiincd to tixe clerg(y, axxdl prixuting lidu nof been invenfcd
f0 sprcad1 kîîovlcdg]e aiff ceate a love of, leffers amlolng flches~s
Matny of' the Trubdorswre kigl-its anxd meni of' noble bld b., -%vho

thgeli praises of' some Eaur ladl, or toldl iqn stirrixii straixi of' clxiN~ai-
rolis deds ; it was, lxx filet, one of' flic raies of'cliivalry thlat flic nobles
Blîotild keep opeal house flor ail the wanleriiug flollowvers of' war and
minst rclsy. IZichard»( CSeur (le Lion is gencrallv rvnecxxbered. fin. Ilis
lieroie dleeds ; but. lic, was also faxîxouis iii lxs d.îy fox) is w if exd o-
queucee in Toi. lhe ilhxisfrious Floréiit mc fauxiily, flue MecIiei, have
ever associafcdI fliir xaîmci withl the paftronage oU, art am11i literar:icx.
Machiavel, flic aufbhor of' that curions %vork, th flNi'îe ,Iwliech lias
so long, ilibrleul a prolifie theuie flor polit ieal csa i.~svas ail ececd-
ixigfly astuife staftesiiia, whIo -(lid pool ser'vice flor ls country duîriig
his public carcer.

1revions f0 tlic sixfeenflî cent urv, flic principal offices of flhc state
ini EnglandI liadl becix gener:iliy lillcd h)y mexn f'itmotxs ixi war or iin thle
churclu ; but (lilrin- flie rcigîî of Elizabeth, fhiere appcarco: for flic first
time the professional polifician. Ile dlid flot belong to the eliuireli-ilie
was not coxiacctedl witî flic leadling nobility ; but lie ivas liiglîly cditi-
cafed, and souglif in public lif'e thlat px'ufl.rncut which. ias not af tain-
able, so far as lie -%as conccrnedl, by mxvi oiîxer -aveniie. i>roiniiient
rnong tîxese men wvas one who, witlî ail blis wvcakncisses, occupicý a

place in the est imation of bis cotixfrymien which fcw Englishimen have
ever lield. No mani in ancient, or modiem finies eau be brotighit for-
ward as a more striking illtustration of flic vcrsafility of' comirnanding
genitis tîxan tîme ilîtîstrioug Bacon. As a lawycr, lie will be ever famous
for his labours in arranging- and refomnixxi flic laws of England ; as a
Statesmaxi, hie fook a conspicuiotis part ln brixîging ab(,uf the union of
Scotiand auid Eîxgland-mt inewsure wliich aill 1Ex1glisîxînen andf Scotch-
nien wiil now willingly confesqs has condliicudI greatly to flic intert-st s of'
bof h sections ; as an Iistorian lie wvilI be knioin for bis cicar and
succinct hisfory of the reloen of Ilenry VIL.; as a philosopher lie towers
above ail who have preceIed hlim. HIe was tîxe author of many adImir-
able freatises wliicli, in themscives, wouid have entitied himn to fame ;
but his abiest work wvas the Novwm Organur, in which, to quote
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