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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

HORSES AND CATTLE.
FEEDING

AND MANAGEMENT OF
HORSES.

The feeding of horses 18 uo ummportant matter,
The farmer who gives his horses o certain num.
ber of quarts of oats or corn two or threo times a
day and keeps & well filled hay rack in each stall,
knows absolutely nothing of feeding horsos.
Good, sweet hay, and bright, plump oats may be
the very best food for horses; but the sameness
of.the best dict operates injuriously upon any
stook, and more especially upon horses. The
most generous feeders nre not always the best.
I do not like to see hay always in front of &
horse. In the matter of feeding hay, the rack
ghould be placed so that the horse can reach for
hay without any exertion, and whilein a standing
poeition. But a swall quantity of hay should be
given at one time, and when that is consumed, if
the horse requires more, the manger and rack
ghould be replenished. The reason why it is
deemed advisable t¢ feed bey in small rations is
that, although it is more trouble to feed so often,
yet by such frequent feeding the horses are not
qompelled to eat stale hay. When sufficient bay
is given in the morning to Inst all day, as is the
practice of some farmers, the hay soon gets fouled
and the horse loses his appetite for it.

A horse will eat better and thrive faster if his
food is always fresh, and the only way to
insuro this result is by feeding in small rations.
Tho horse wil keep in good spirits and retain
his sppetite much better ‘if only fed in small
quantities, and no more than he cen readily con-
sume while fresh. Hay contaiuing weeds or that
has become musty or mow-burnt, should not be
fed to horses for the reason that it will not be
consumed with rehsh.

The common method of feeding horses 15 ob-
Jjectionable in sowe respects. I refor to the racks
in front of the stall, elevated above the horse's
head, that are generally used for feeding bay.
This method of feeding is the cause of the horse’s
head and neck bemg always dirty, and is an
unnatural way for the horse to feed. A much
better way of feeding is to place the hay in the
mauger. 1 had o young horse once that seemed
to be weak in his fore-tegs. By the advice of an
old horseman I commenced feeding lim hay on
the floor of his stall, and with such good resuits,
that in this individual case I still continue the
practice. The best way of feeding bay, however,
i8 an open manger.

In the matter of grain, oats may be said to be

. the most natural food for the horse, yet when

corn is abundant, it proves s good substitute,

" and in other places wheat is fed with satisfactory

results, I have fed a great desl of barley to
horses, and think very highly of it. When I
feed barley to horses I always cook it, and do not
fead over two quaris to o ration.

There is a great deal of carelessness manifested
in the matter of feeding grein to horses and in
the sort of grain boxes used.

I have scen boxes used from which s large
portion of the grain escaped through cracks while
the horse was eating. I have seen grain boxzes
in the stables of careless horse owrers become so
filled with decaying matter, grain that the horse
had refused to oat, that it was almost impossible
to feed the usual quantity of grain. It is an
exceedingly slovenly practice and most certainly
injarions to the health of the horse to allow the
manger to become dirty, or the grain box to
become sour, filthy, or offensive in any respect
I} is a good practice to scald the grain box every
few days, as well a8 to take other precautions-to
insure healthy conditions for feeding the horses,
The eapacity of the horse'r.stomack is of com-
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paratively small proportion, and overy facility
should be afforded for properly digesting food.
To this end the hay should be fed before the
grain, so that tho grain may remain as long on
the stomach as possible. Should the grain be
fed first, and bhay immediately after, tho latter,
being the more bulky food,will bo apt to orowd tho
grain out of tho stomach only partially digested.

Grain and hay should not be relied upon as
the sole food for horses, even the best quality of
hay and different varieties of grain, I have
known of horses that would stand for hours and
eat apples from the tree. Apples may not be the
vory best food for & work horse; but, at the same
time, a mess of apples ovensionally will be a very
agreeable change to almost any horse. There is
nothing better than an apple to coax a young
colt with, and in shor} apples are healthy, and an
agreeablo change in the diet of horses, and when
there is a supply of apples grown on a farm
they cannot be disposed of to better advantage
than by feeding the horses all they will consume.

Potatoes and carrots are both very good for
hcrses and need no preparation, not even cutting;
of course they should ba fed clean, and no more
at & time than the horses will eat up oclean.
When horses are fed oats, mashes and vegetables
indiscriminately, the feed box is very apt to be-
come foul very easily. All kinds of vegetables
that a horse will eat are healthy food, and they
make g healthy and economical change in & hay
and grain diet. All vegetables that are fed to
horses shnuld be first washed to avoid compelling
the borse to eat the sand that always clings to
potatoes and carrots, and they should be picked
to avoid giving decayed or rotten vegetables. It
is advisable to substitute a ration of vegetables
ia place of one mess of grain; thus, if grain is
fed twico a day, then feed grain but once and
vegetables for the second feed. If grain is
fed three times, it will bo better to feed potatoes
or carrots once and grain only twica.

Thers is one respect in which we can make a
great improvement in the feeding of our horses,
and thet is in the quantity of food. Every one
concedes, or should concede, that the quality
ought to be improved, but that the quantity
might be improved with benefit to the horse may
be a novel proposition. In speaking of quantity
I do not mean that the quantity of hay and
grain fed to a work-borse should be increased.
Too much food is apt to produce indigestion and
increase of flesh without increasing the ability of
the horse to perform labour.—F. K. Morsland, in
Western Agriculturist.

A HEIFER WITH 4 BROKEN LEG.

A correspondent, of the Journal tells the follow-
ing story of how a cow got her leg broken, and
how & little home surgery spliced it again, and
made it as good as new without much trouble, a
useful hint perbaps, to many owners of valuable
stock. He says:

A farmer showed me & fow days ago s hand-
some Jersey cow, which was so unfortunate as to
get & broken leg in the pasture & year ago last
summer. He did not know how it was done, as
she was found upon as smooth a field as he had.
As a foot-path crossed the field, and asshe had
s slight cut upon the inside of the leg opposite t¢
thoe bresk, it is quite possible that it was done
with a stone thrown by some careless or malicious
person. The bresk was in tbe hind leg, about
five inches above the gambrel joint, and was
apparently s bad break.

The neighbours all advised him to kill her im-
mediately. It could not be set It was hot
weather. She was forward with calf, and it was
no use to try it, was the aniversal opinion, and
ha said bo did tell tho boy to bring the axe aud

ho would kill hor; but her patient look and lick-
his band, as if appealing to him for sym-
pathy and help when he went up to her,
was too much, He decided to tzy to got her to
tho barn and see if he could set the log and save
the cow. With the assistance of tho neighbours
sho wua put upon a sled and drawn to the barn.
Then with ropes and roea! bags a aling was
made, in which she was hung up so as to stand
upon the three sound legs, while the broken one
hung in a hole made on purpose.

The splints and bandages he made himself and
put on himself, although not pretending to much
surgical skill; but he had scarcely hope enough of
suving the cow to venture to employ & dootor
to do the job, for he was a poor man, and thought
the loss of a cow would be enough witl.out spend-
ing any money on her. I think he is also one of
that sort who think they can do what other people
can, or at least have confidence enongh in thern-
selves to try to do what other people can do, if
they have occasion to do so. Having secured the
cowin her sling in tho shed and set the bens as well
as he could, he mado a practics of wetting it with a
liniment made by steeping wormwood and smarf-
weed together and mixing it with cider brandy.

When he thought the bone had had time to
knit together, he used to take the bandage off two
or three times a day, for a little while eaoh time,
and bathe and rub the leg. After a while the
bandage was graduslly loosened, and about nine-
weeks ofter the accident it was taken off altogether
and the cow let out of the stable. During this
time she.had not lost a single feed and had im-
proved in flesh, and had secemed to enjoy her
position as invalid much better than humen
potients do. The leg was, when I saw it & year
after the accident, as perfect as any leg, and the
cow promises to be, as she is now, a very valuable
cow for many years. I have told of this because
many farmers have the idea that it is absolutely
necessary to slaughter any animal which is so
unfortunste as fo get & limb broken. Some
animals may not be worth the trouble of setting
the leg and taking proper care of it. Some may
be so wild as to render the taking care of them
much more trouble than it would be if lame, but
if the animal is worth the saving there is no .
more need of killing them because of & broken
bone than of kiling & man for the same reason.

TRAINING VERSUS BREARING C;OLTS.

A correspondent of the Ohio Farmer gives his’
experience in training colts so that they will not
require breaking, as follows :

« I have two Norman colts, one yearling and
one three-year-old. When the latter was ninu
days old I made a halter for him, bedded a stall
by his mother, and tied him in it. He gavea
long, steady pall, fell two or three times, got up
and shook himeelf, and that was the end of it.
Ho hus never tried to break away since. I petted .
him, gave a little bran and oats, and nover per-
mitted him to follow his mother when at work.
In & fow weeks he wonld go to his mother for his
mi:k and then march back to his stall to be
haltered. I fed him regularly as I did the other
horses, and he soon began to paw and ask for
food with the rest. I placed the feed sack on his
back and let him stand and eat, until he grew
accustomed to it. Next I put on the saddle, and
next the harness, and by the time he was a year
old he was not afraid of anything. I tied himto -
tho work horses to go to and from water., When
twenty months old I hitched him with anotb->
horss to the sled—good sleighing, no load, drove
moderately, and he never scared. He wsas 8o
thoroughly accustomed to the harness that there
was 10 trouble whatover, Inow work him on



