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tliemsclves ta blame. Oatbolics and Protestants
aike allow men ta inflame their minds aJke
tltemselves before the public by stirrnog up sectar-
jan sute. ________

S IR JOHN MACDONALD once said tha c
Z)notlîing vas more uncertain than an electiot,

except a hanrse race. To the list oi uncertainties
'Sir Johin mighit have addcd, and-had hoe thouglit
or i-perhaps would have added, a latv suit. An
eminent English L.awyer declared that the uncer-
tainties of jury trials had shaken bis faith in the
doctrine ai Divine Omniscience. Everybody who
Lknovvs anything about litigahion knaws-many ai
them ta their cost-tbat the resuit ai almost any
hkind of a lavv-suit is as uncertain as the weahhen in
a shovvery April. And yet the very mati wha
think,; the administration ai civil lawv cruelly un-
certain is quite satisfied la bang a fellovv-man if a
jury finds hLm guilty. An ordinary I'harse case "
may bc appcaled in Ontaria from the court ai first
resort ta the Divisional Court, from the Divisional
Court ta the Ontario Court ai Appeal and fram
the Court ai Appeal ta the Supreme Court ai
Canada. Put if the man who ovvns the horse
should be iound guilty of murder by the most
stupid ai juries aiter a trial in wbicbh e vas s0 over-
matched by the crown that the trial tvas unfair, lie
has no appeal even if innocent. Smiall wonder

Ithat the legal authorities in England are tzaking
Stops ta remiedy sncb a grass and cruel absundity.
it is lime that a simular mavemett ere made in
Canada. We have too many appeals iu civil
cases; and nane at aIl in criminal matters.

THE? NE IV PROFESSOR. WJIHA T SIIA.LL
BE DONE?

IAST week we published a communication
L highiy complimentary in general tcrrms ai
the nominceeai the Board ai Koox College ta the
Genral Asscmbly for the chair ha be filled, now
vacant lhnough the dcath af thc late Professor
Thomnson. This week, irom among other com-
munications which have reached us, we publish twa
beating upon the saine important subject. For
teasaris given they call for a different line ai action
than procecdling ah once la appoint. Our readers
can ail judge for thcmselves ai the validily of these
teasons.

For ourselves we reiterate what we have
2ready said, Ihat but twa lhings are ta be regarded
asabsolutely indispensable qualifications for Ibis
orany other chair la wbich an appointment inay
e made, narnely, (i) the assured possession :)

ample special kîawledge ai the subject lobe taught,
and (2) apitiess Iota cr. For t makes lilîle
d ifrence how ample a man's knowledge ai any
stbjcct may bc, if he has flot the capacihy ta impart
his knowledge. Botter than tatis is anc ai mare
fender attaiiments, but whvb as the capacity ta
teach. As subordinale ta these hwa qualifications,
but yet regarded as important by al vhom we have
heard iram, is Ibat the new mian sbould, if passible,
le a Canadian and a graduate af the college, ac-
quainted with t, deeply interesled in ils success,
and, in the broadest sense, in close taucb
and heartiest sympatby with the spirit and tvork ai
eur Canadian Presbyherian Church. These latter
tequirements, thaugh held ta be reasonable and
liat, are yet subordinale, and we do not know ai
any wba ould sacrifice ta themn the oCher twa, ai
ample special knowledge and undoubted teaching
ability. It is tvholly ont of date now, wvben theolo-
gical kiiowledge is bcing sa specialized and sub-
divided, ha loist ino a chair, on the strength ai gen-
eai qualifications, any man whose knawledge is
fot fully up ta date in the special dcpartment or
eparîments he is ta heach. Let there be no mis-

ýike in this respect in the man ta be appainhed.
Delay is called for in laking final action ah Ibis

Assembly cbiefly an rwo grounds. First, because
la rearangemnent ai subjecîs for the newv pro-
eýýr or professors being talked ai; aud, second,

use thme lime given in which to look ont and
a-e the wisest solection ai a professor bas been
short.
Wtb regard la the firsî, t need nat necessitahe

day if the Assembly is otherwise prepared ho
-e action. The question af re-arrangernent ôi
.jects is camparatively a very limited anc in its
pe, and there should bce no difficulty ini the
Date or Board having this fully decided upan bo-
re the meeting ai the Assembiy.
The other graund for delay is nat sa easily got

cr. Fully competent mn in every way are flot
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s0 pion tifful as ta be pîckcd up ah bni notice a,îy
day, and the notice given ta the Clîurch ho secek aut
the best men has, aIl must admit, been very short.
Not ho appoint ah once, it may hc argued, wilh bcave
Knox' College for another session very partially
cquippcd. Il cannot Ln aIl li1celihaad be so wvell
cqutpped as il would bc withi ell qualificd pro-
fessors appointed ; but stirely, under thce ise and
exk. .ýnced guidance ai Principal Caveu and bis
collé- *ues, te Chuncli bas men wbo for ane ses-
siolb could ta a gooci extent satisiactorily tarry on
thte classes for another session. Btter far do Ibis,
and make sure Ihat, %vhen a permanent appoint-
nient is miade, il will be a wise one, than ini sû im-
parlant a malter act Lo haste and repent
at leisure, tvhile the college and the Church
and the cause ai truth are ail stiffeing. Il may
justly be ooubted whether the appointments ta lie
nov madein their prescrnt and prospective import-
ance, and this laît2r should lbe clearly kept Lu vicw,
as affecting the cailege and the (Jhurcli -are ai mare
moment theon as theoappoinîment af a new Prin-
cipal ta MacGill University in Manhreal. We shail
do wcll in titis malter la take heed ta the example
ai that universily ashao the superior wisdom of vait-
ing over acting in haste. In lac the wisest pas-
sible action is more important for Knox College,
ior, while, Lu an institution in which there are many
professons, anc or two inefficient ones may ncet
gneatly injure t, in anothen,w~here there are but
three on four praiessors, t is ai the ulmost import-
ance that every anc sbonld be good.

Perbaos when the subjects are readjusted and
settled and the Assembly meets, t rnay be able ta
fi. J itiier at home, and that if possible. or if tiot,
thon abnoad, some one who cati bc obtained, and
tvho is knotvn ho have such evident qualification, or
sucb icli promise af special ability, that the
Assembly %vill feel safe in makiog an appainîment
and s0 no delay be necessary. If not, then surely
nohhing is more ta be doprecatcd than hashy
action. We have yet ta meet the first persan, wvho
is intencsted enongli in Knox College ta give it
.any thouglit ah ail, tvbo does not feel that t ik, ah
the prescrit juricture, at a point %vhere hwa vays
diverge-the anc leading onvard and upward ta
biglil, and ever %videning and vnduring tusefulness,
ha the increasirtg confidence, love and support of
the 'Cburch ; and anothen îvay wbicli leads in the
very opposite direction, ane whicb ivill fil the
Church with pain and sarnow, and cipple the
sources ai the support ai the callege, a consideration
af very grave importance, and a tbing ivhich t
cannot well bear, seeing how theological calleges
now require ta be equipped, and yet serve ha the
Church, and the cause ai lruth ini the ]and, those
high ends which the piety and wisdom ofitis
fouinders dcsigned il la serve.

7THE BIBLE SOcIl/Y.

T 1IE annual general meeting oi this sociehy,
held ast Thursday evening, cais attentioni

again, and fixes it, if but fan a bni period, upon
whah, in the abstract ai the fifty-fifth annual re-
port ai the Upper Canada Bible Society, is justly
described, speaking ai the ]British and Foreign
Bible Society, as IIunquestionably anc ai the
noblest institutions af the present age, for the ad-
vancemnent af Christianity upon the earth."

The heat ai the day had been sweltering, and
partly because ai that, partlv because aifallier
and varied attractions the same evening in the
city, lte meeting wvas quite small. This saciety is
now oneof aur aId institutions, but alîboughit il as
last the attraction ai navclty, il holds on its way
iillsheady' and, we migh say, resistless slep. 1h

is like some ai aur ancient municipal or govern-
mental institutions wvhose slrength and beneficence
cannat be judged by the noise they make, or the
attention they exact. Or, la vary the figure,
aihhough the action ai the beart, the circulation of
the blood may attract no attention, make no noise,
tbey are yet tbe seat and the means af iféi, 50 the
multiplication and circulation ai copies aiflte
Word ai Gad are the very life ai Christianity,
thougb Ibis malter provokes but little noise or
comment. Il is, bowevcn, ta be regretted ltat sa
many Christians should fail ta manifest their iu-
teresl by attendance, pensonalhy, once a year, even
ah the expense ai sarne disconifort and inconveni-
once, at the annuat meeting ai this society.

"lThe cause is sa gaod that nothing should
make us indifférent ta t. Its abject is so noble and
world-wide, that noa difficulty or trial should dis-
courage or divent us from supporting t. It has so
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many encmnics that ail thoecrgies of thC people
af God should be aroused toi engage in thce vork
and corne ta the help of the Lord against tlic
mighty.",

" I this Christian wvork," says the report, " it
lias been thc privilege of thc fricnds and patrons
af the Upper Canada Bible Society ta participatc
for the past firty-Giveiycars in co-operation withour
illustrous parent, the British and Foreign Bible
Society, and wvhilc %ve cao reviev a glaonos past,
we should bc decply itnpressed with the fact that
the work is uinfiinished, and although much lias
becri donc, much more reniains to be undcrtalcen
before the great purpose af the Society f5 accom-
plisiied."

The hold tvhich this most blessed and God-hon-
orcd organization has upon the Christian public,evcn
althoughi it may flot indicate this by attendance at
the annual mecting, is evidesnt from the language
af the repart. Ainiost ail dcnorninational objecr%
have feit this year the cffcct of business depression
in a decreased revenue, but tbis Society says.
" It affords your Directors the highest satisfac-
tion to bc able to report that the year (1894-5) just
closed has been anc af gratifying success. The
nionthly business mecetings of the Board have been
well attended, and conductcd with much liarmony
of spirit and action. Ten meetings have been held
with an average attendance of seven clergymen
and seventeen laymen, clearly shoving the deep
interest of the members in the worlc af the
Society."

Ils operations extend over a wide territary,
and embrace many Christian interesîs of various
k-inds, requiring constant attention. Fewv, unless
they have kcpt themselves inforrned of the wvcrk
t is doing, wvll be prepared for thie statement that

" nearly thirty-thre îhousand copies of the Scrip-
hurcs, in %vholc or in part, have been issued from
our Dcpository in Toioiito, in twenty-eîghî dii es--
ent languages, during the year. This is an increase
af 1,316 over lte previaus year."

In a Society cmbracing so many agencies as
does the Upper Canada Bible Society, some will
alvays be in a feeble and languishing state. Dur-
inîg the present financially dcpressed shale ai tbings
the efforts ai the directorate have been turned
more ta revive the inteoest ai the officers and
people in those localities, and place the societies on
a more efficient basis, and thus strengthen and
eslablish branches in existence, rather than press
for the extension and formation of newv organiza-
tions. Ten neiv branches have, however, been estab-
lishcd, making a total aof 59o branches and deposi-
tories.

The work ai colportage is more and mare made
use of in circulating the Scripturies, and quietly
sowing the incorruptible sccd ai the Word. Forty-
four Christian laborers have, for a longer or
shorler period ai the ycar, been engaged li
this îvork, and ai them the Secretary says:
" The visits of those seli-denying laborers were
much appreciated and brought li g'ht and gladness
ta many dweli. gs, wvhile the reading af portions
af Scripture by jour Colporteurs has;* under God's
blessing, been the incans ai reviving the zeal and
hope ai many oi those hardy 1 ioneers ai aur Can-
adian forces and prairies, wvlo, on account of dist-
ance, wvere tcmporarily deprived oi the social and
religiaus advaoîages they had Icit behind in the
aIder scialements. Religious services ivere con-
ducted, prayeï-meteeings held, Sabbahh-schoals ad-
dressed, the sick and dyiog comforted, factonies
and workshops, sav-mills and lurnbermen's
shanties, etc., etc., were visiîcd, and many persans
werc supplicd with copies ai the Scripture, at cost
price.",

Witb regard la carrying an the work in the
future, wve commend ta ail aur clerical readers
especially, and ta as many affice-bearers of the
Society as this paper reaches weekly, the fol-
lawing shatement of the Direclars: " Much
expense could be savcd il the officers af branch
sacicties and the local clergymen tvould unite,
at lcast once in each year, in advocating the
cause and dlaims af the Bible Society, and co-aper-
ate in the management ai the %vork and conduct of
the annual meetings, withaut the assistance ai an
agent."

Every dollar saved in tbis way is a direct con-
tribution ta the great wvark wvhich this saciety ex-
ists ta do, naînely, ta produce the scriptures in every
language spaken, and importarit dialect, sa that
every mani may, in bis own tangue, 1«'read the
wonderful works ai God," and.so become wise un-
ta salvation.


