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Qur Poung Folks.

STRETCH IT A LITTLE.

Trudging along the slippery street
Two childish figures with aching 'eet
And hands benumbed by the biting cold,
Were rudely jostled by young and old,

urrying homeward at close of day,
Over the city’s broad highway.

Nobody noticed or seemed to care

For the little, ragged, shivering pair;

Noboidy saw how close they crept

Into the warmth of each gas-jet

Which flung abroad its mellow light
rom: the gay shop-windows in the night.

“Come uander my coat,” said little Nell,
8 tears ran down Joe’s cheeks and fell
On her own thin fingers. stif with cold,
“It’s not very b'g, but I guess 'twill hold
Both you amd me, 4 Ionly try
To streteh 't a little. $So mow don't

ery."

The garment was small and tattered and
thin,

But Joe was lovingly folded in

Cloge to the meart of Nell, who knew

That stretching the coat for the needs
of two

Would double the warmth and half the
pain

Of the cutting wind apd the icy rain.

“Streteh it a little,” O girlsand boys,
In homes overflowing with com orts and
Joys ;
how far you can make them, reach—
Your helpful deeds and your loving speech,
‘our gifts of service, and gifts of gold;
Let them stretch to households manifold.

A DISCONTENTED DAISY.

A little white daisy grew in acor-
her of a Jarge field; there were plenty
of other little flowers growing near it,
and to all of them came the samesweet
Sunshine, the soft rain and gentle breeze;
but hard as it may be to believe, this
daisy was anything but contented and
hﬁ.ppy.

“Why am I such an ugly, plain lit-
tle flower ?” it would say; “if I was
Only blue like those pretty corn flowers,
or yellow like the dandelions, or pink
like the ragged robin, I am sure I should
Le 50 much happier.”

“Silly little flower, be content,” the
Others would answer; “if it had been
go0od for you, you would have been «1if-
ferently made; but God saw fit to make
you a daisy.”

] wish I was anything but a dai-
8y, then,” the foolish little flower would
answer, I never give pleasure to any
one but very little children, because I
have no pretty colour.”

A party of children at this moment
Came into the field; they were all ages
and sjzes, and ran about merrily gather-
Ing the wild flowers. With the merry
Children was one lttle girl, who looked
very pale and ill, and was lame, sohad
to be helped about by her sister’s arm.

“ Oh, Rosie,” she cried to her sister,
“how lovely these flowers are; but I
Would rather have a daisy than all of
i them.n

“Well, Katie darling, we will look
for gome,” was the answer; “1 cannot
think why we don’t see any.” '

The daisy heard this and was surprlﬁ'
€d. «“Fanecy their wanting me "ot
thought. But almost before it had
time to stand erect on its stalk so as
to attract the attention of Rosie, a child
Tunning alhout recklessly put her fo'ot
Upon jt, and nearly crushed our poor lit-
tle daisy to the ground.

“ Every one wants to kill me,
Mureqd to itself, as it slowly rose up from
the presgure of the child’s foot. But at
this instant, Rosie, who had been anxi-
Ously looking about in every corper Of
the fielq, suddenly discovered it.

“Here is a dalsy, Katie,” she called
out, “ byt guch a poor, miserable little
thlng, it is hardly worth picking.” Katie
Came cjloge.

“ 0, Rosie, it is quite worth gather-
Ing; try and get the root, please, and
then we will put it in a little pot.” The
dalsy quivered all over with delight at
this prospect, and Rosie dug it up, root
and aly, ang put it into Kadtie's hands.
The 1ame girl 100ked very happy as she
WVent home with her flower held closely
In yer hands, and the daisy thought to

” it mur-

" procure for themselves.
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itself, “I have really given pleasure to
some one at last. I must not complain
any more. I now can see that it was
good for me even to have been made a
daisy.” And present]l were heard the
voices of Rosie and Katie, singing :—
Ged has given each his station,
Some have riches and high place,
Some have lowly home and labour,
All may have His precious grace.

TRAINING OF EMPERORS.

Every day m sumnmer, as well as win-
ter, the DPrionces rise at 7 o’clock and
take breakiast, consisting ol tea and rolls,
three-quarters of an hour later. Never
more than fifteen minutes are allowed for
this meal.

Punctually at 8 o’clock lessons beg'n.
The Primeces are generally instructed sep-
arately, but n sone branches the two
older brothers are brought togeth-
er.  (Crown Prioee Williagn: is very dili-
gent, and far ahead of the
most of his studies.

At 9.45 a lunch s served of sandwich-
es, red wime and ‘‘Fuerstenbrumner” min-
eral water, It Is gemerally used at ,the
Emperor’s table, After lumch studles
are resumed for a short time, I{ollowed
by riding lessons. If the weather per-
mits, these are taken in the open air;
otherwise a menage erected expressly for
the purpose, serves for the’r equestrian
exercises. The little Crown Prince rides
his whaite horse, Abdul, a birthday gift
from his father.

Sowetimes a drive in a pony carriage
takes the place of the ride. This vehicle
s drawn by a white pony whose .har-
ness ‘s hung with silver bells,

The Princes dine with Major von Fal-
kemhayn, or their tutor, Herr Kessler at
1.15 o’clock. Soup, fish, a roast, po-
tatoes and other vegetables, dessert, fruit
and cheese foran the bill of fare. About
2.30 o’clock the hoys go imto the park
to play. Gemerally on these ozcasions the
Crowa P’rince mAy be scen on o trieyele,
which was also a birthday gift irom his
father.

While the Emperor andl Empress were
at the Marble I’alace at Dotsdam, the
I’rinces walked or drove over there at 4
o’clock every day to see thefr parentsand
younger brothers and returned home at 6
o’clock, after having taken some milk and
rolls. Upom thelr arrival supper was
served ; on alternate days warm and cold.
T:11 8 o’clock the Princes romip about,
then they are bathed apd go to bed. So
onc day passes l'ke another. On Sunday
morn:ng there s service in the palace,
or the Primce drives over to the Gar-
rigon church.—Harper's Young People,

others in

A WORD TO THE GIRLS.

You hear so much ‘m these days of a
public career for girls in which may be
ga'ned fine plumage and (whether we do
or do mnot desire It) notoriety amnd in a
very few imstances, fame. I wish I could
show you . another pieture of a lile of
blessedness that I can see, How many
of you who have a father and mother,
have ever taken the trouble to learn
of their wishes or plams for you? Has it
oceurred to you that ‘they may be look-
ing forward with pleasure to a .e'w
monthe or years of loving companionship
with ‘Daughter ?”’

How many aave been the sacrifices
they hawve mpde uncomplaimingly, in order
to give you the advantages so many of
our fathers and mothers were unable to
Shall they not
have the pleasure of enjoylng them now,
through you?

1 can never forget the impression I
received, many years ago, by hearing an
old, white-haired lady speak of the un-
expected return of her daughter .rom the
school where she had gone, first as a
pup:l, and afterwards had remmtined as a

. teacher ; “Oh !"how I do thamk God, that

we are to have Famny this sum¢ner. He
only knows how very hard It has been
for us. For twelve long years, ior her
sake, we have spared her, but now she
!s coming home, and I can scarcely bear
the joy of the thought v: hawing Fanny.”
As 1 heard the tremble In the voice and
saw the tear-dimmed eyes, I thought that

- owe to ome who, has given all

hlessed indeed were the Fannys with such
mothers. Giwe up the ‘“‘cnreer” girls; let
the “mission” go or seek it nearer home.
Can you afiord to pay its price, when
that price adds to the debt youalready
and
asked no return? You can not always
have father and mother, and you wil
never regret when they are gone, that
you gave themm a Iittle of yoursel; and
you, yourself, will be sweeter, purer,
nobler all your 1l’fe ior biding a short
tisne in the quiet home, within the cir-
cle of the blessed influence of ‘‘mother.”

WHAT A SIMOON IS.

** Perhaps the Asiatic type of eyclone,
fkwown as the simoon, is the most remark-
able phenomenon of the earth, ’ begam
Col. Samuwel Kmoop, who s at the La-
clede. ‘“‘Im my travels about the world
I have never as yet observed any such
appalling scene as that of a simoon
sweeping its course in the distance. Cye-
lones ‘n the Western Hemiwpheres are
usually accompamnied by great masses of
clouds and drenchimg raimstonmus. The sim-
oon of Agia is quite diiferent. I have
stood on the WArablan desert where my
eye could sweep the distant horizon in
every direction without encountering one
object to vary the monotony of the scene.
Over this vast sea of glowing sand it
seemed as though not so much as a
breath of alr was straying. In such
dull, oppressive moments, the natives per-
ceive the first premomition o’ the awtul
simoon. Such knowledge was of little
avall, hoavever, for on that wide, 1imit-
less stretch of Inland s»a, like the great
bosom of the oceam, one place was as
safe as amother.

“The great sand storm would come
and sweep its way without any definite
path and with no prospect of any sudden
variation from its course. Here we have
a storm heralded by flerce winds, clouds,
lightning and thunder. On the great
desert of Arabla, the simoon is heralded
by nothing more tham a small, dark
speck in the distant sky. As this ap-
proaches the atmosphere becomes stifling
and oppressive to am unbearable degree.
The speck 'm question does not develop
mto a sky mantle of clouds, but Itg
destructive force is none the less dimin-
shed. It sweeps a path equal to its
width, and carries with it numpberless pil-
lars of sand that are comstantly rising and
fall’'ng, like a iorest of swaying topless
tress. I mever was !n ome, but I have
stood on the desert when one was pass-
‘ng in the distamee, and it reminded me
of the shadow o: a cloud passing over a
sunlit plaim.”

SPURGEON'S ADVICE TO BOYS.

When I was just fifteen I believed in
the Lord Jesus, was baptized and joined
the Church of Christ. This is twenty-
five years ago, and I have never been
sorry for what I then did; no, not even
once.

I have had. plenty of time to think
it over, and many temptations to try
some other course, and if I had been de-
ceived or made & gross blunder, I would
have made a change before now, and I
would do my best to prevent others from
falling into the same delusion.

I tell you, boys, the day I gave my-
self up to Jesus to be His servant was the
very best day of my life. Then I began
to be safe and happy; then I found out
the secret of living, and had a worthy
object for life’s exertions, and unfailing
comfort for life’s troubles.

Because I wish every boy to have a
bright eye, a light head, a joyful heart
and overflowing spirits, I plead with
him to consider whether he will not fol-
low my example, for I speak from ex-
perience.

A good reputation is a good invest-
ment: but the only way of securing a
permanent investment of good reputation
is by putting a gpod character at interest.
“A good name is rather to be ¢hosen
thaa great riches;” but it is often easier
to get a character that shall be thebasis
of a goo! name. A man may Inherit his
father’s riches, but a father cannot be-
queatit his character to his favorite
son. .

‘enmg,
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s } THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL. } Ro=. -
GOLDEN TEXT.—I am not ashamed of the gospel ot

Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvatio
every one that believeth.—Rom. 1, 1€, n unto

This epistle was written at the house
oi Galus (Ch. xvi., 23), a citizen of Cor-
inth, ICor. i, 14, and was sent to Rome
by the hamds of Phoebe, a deaconess of
Cenchrea (Ch. xvi., 1), a port of Corinth.
Paul was about to set out for Jerusalem,
with a coutribution collected for the
poor saints there (Oh. xv., 251.), towards
the close, as s usually supposed, of  his
third wissionary tour, A. D. 58. The
church at Rome had been already many
years n existence, Oh. xv., 238, Its foun-
dation is wunknown. Though Paul had
never visited Rome, he wus acquainted
with believers here (Ch. xvi.), some of
whom may  have gone from scenes 0. h's -
wissionary labours. The chureh s2ems to
havae been largely Gentile, v.13; Ch. xi.,
13; xv., 15,16. Hoping soon to pay
thom a  short visit, Paul writes this as
4 preparation for it, alming to :urnlsh
thom with a compreh:nsive statement of
evangelical truth. The central thought
s justification by the sovereign grace o:
God.  In Chaps. !-xi, the doscrinal part,
are unfolded suceessively the need, i-1il, 20,
the nature, ili., 21-iv., the results, v-viil,,
and the application, ix-x{, of such justili-
catiomn. In the rquaining chapters, which
are practical, are anforeed, on the basls
of thls, duties towards God, the Chureh,
the state and society. Personal refer-
ences and greetings elose the epistle.

1. Paul’s deep imterest in the Roman
bellevers. His interest finds expression in
thanks for the wide proclamation o their
faith. The cemtral position amd mport-
ance of Rume naturally caused the pro-
gress of the gospel there to be widely
known. Paul’s joy shows that there was
sotwething worth telling in the faith o/
these bellevers. His joy would be all the
greater, In that the. report would open
the way elsewhere to the gospel, 1. Thess.
(.8, His intersst is again s%en in his an-
xivty to visic tham.  God, who alone knew
his secret devotions, is called to witness
that, on the occasion of his prayers, he
wmade X unceasing matter of request ior
God to brimg to o succeesful issue his o.t-
made purpose to come to them. This
longing to see them was not for personal
gratilication, but had its root in what
was a4 fwrther evidence o. his interest, the
desire to stremgthen them in knowledge
and character by jmparting the graces of
the Holy Spirit.  With rfine Ohristian
courtesy Paul suggests that thus there
may be mutual animation and strength-
each gstirred up by the faith o
the other to receive the comffort o: the
Holy Ghost. . '

2. The spring of this interest his ser-
vice of God in tne gospel. The mention of
the object of Paul’s propoved wisit natur-
ally leads to the thought here expressed
that his interast springs from a desire to
have some frudit (Phil. iv., 17) o his la-
bours in the gospel amongst them. This
desire in turn springs from a  deepq-seated
recognition that he is under obligation to
all mankind to declare the gospel unto
them. This feeling o. obligation, howev«
er, s not due to amnything they, have
doue, but agaln springs from his un alling
sense that he is® God’s servant (vv. 1,%;
Acts xxvii. 23) rendering a sincere ser-
vice In the gospel of His Son. This ser-
viee, which Paul never forgot, and in
which he gloried, was the ultimate spring

oi that Interest, which made him ready,

50 far as lay n him, to preach the gos.
pel to those at Rome also.

3. This service due to a sense of the gos-
pel's divine worth. Hinting at the scorn.
ful treatment the gospel had recetved at
seats of culture, Paul in giving the rea-
son of his zeal for it, passes to the sub-
jeet of the epistle. It is a divine power,
fitted to inspire calm contidence, not
shame. Its aim Is salvation, the restora-
tion to man of the ability to realize his
true destiny. Its extent is universal, all
believers share in it. The order of its
preaching is to the Jew first, John iv.
22; Luke xxiv. 47 ; Acts 1. 8. In evidence
of its divine power the gospel reveals a
peculiar kind of righteousness. This is
a condition of man in whieh God regards
him as righteous; but it is not the ordin-
ary righteousness of actual obedience (Gh.
iii. 21, 283 iv. 6). From first to last it is
connected with faith. Being such, God,.
not man, i8 the author of it (Ch.x.3):
and faith in Him, as had been already
fnnounced (Hab. ii. 4) becomes the chun-
nel of spiritual life.
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