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c'el need to spier a.mi iimîel' ta Iiîd tti.t out. le says
naeîbing ta me."

IlVe tvitl hope i'ettcr tltîngs for yoti," saîd Aison.
She taok the cild in lier arnus again. A fair, fragile uitile

creature she tvas, wvitb solit rings ai golden Iaî, and great,
tistfttt blue eyes. Slite vas not in the east stty or frigîiteiieu,
btît nestled in Altîson'.< antis in J)erfeLt content.

IlCorne and see Cîarlie," said sbe.
Charlie tvas a little lad wbose iglit place tvas iin amotiter

raom, but beiug restiess and iroublesoirie e ad hee»
brought bere forn change.

IWbat aiis ou,ny iaddie «I" asked Allison, meeting lus
sharp, bright eyes.

"tJust a sain leg. lt's better nov. Oit ! ay, it bunts wshiesyet, but no' sa bad. hlave you any books."
"No, I brougbt no book witb nie except my Bible."
"Weei, a Bible %vatld be better than nae book at a''
"Eh ! laddie 1 Is that the tvay ye speak ai the gond

Boak?" saîd a voice belînd bini.IlAnid there's Bibles bere
-picuty ai them."

"Are ye camîin' tbe mornn?" asked the lad.
Nes, I arn," said Allison.

"And couid ye no' get a book ta bring wvitt yau-a book
ai ony kind-except the caecis'e"

"Heard ye ever the like ' that ! Vba bas bad tbe-up-
bingin' o' you?'

IlMysel' maistly. WVbat ails ye at my up-bingu'? Witi
ye had a book for me the mnorn»?" said hie te Allison.

IIf I eau, and if it's allowed."
";Oh ! naebody wilt binder ye. lt's fo iaîîy bead, but my

leg thrt's sair. Readin' tvinna do that any il], 'ni thinkin'."
And then Allîson %vent an ta anaîber bed, and backwards

and forwards among tliem, througb the long day. There wvere
not nîany ai tbemn, but ah ! the pain, and the wcainess !-the
murmurs of sanie, and the duil patience ai others, ban' sad t
was ta sec ! Would sbe ever get 1 nsed wiitIt it," as the tvomau
bad saîd, s0 that site couid heip theus nithtout tbinking about
tbem, as she bad many a time kept bier bauds busy witb bier
bouseboid wonk, tyile bier thoughts wene far away ? It did
nat seern possuble. Na, surely it wauid neyer came ta that
with lber.

Oh ! no, because there was help fan ail these pon suffeners
-beip wicb she might bring them, by teliig cheus baw site

benseif bad been belped, in bier time of need. And nould not
that bc a god iork for bier ta do, ]et bier life be ever sa long
and empty of ail ather hapjiness ? 1t migbt bc tbat al the
troubles tbnougb wbich she hadi passed were meant ta prepare
bier for sucb a wank

For the pear. wbicb bad corne ta bier tvas no vain imagna-
tien. It bad flled bier beart and given bier rest, even hi-one
the long, quiet tme whicb nad came ta bier, tvben she was
witb the child beside the far-away sea. And tbrough bier
means, nigbt not this peace bc sent ta sanie ai these suileing
pon onien tvho bad ta bear their troubles alane?

She stood stili, îoaking straight before bier, fargetttil, fan
the moment, of ail bier awn tbougbts. Hier bopes, she caiied
tbem, for she couid not but boe that santie snicb work as tbis
might be given bier ta do.

"IAllisen Bain," saidà faint vaice from a bcd nean vicb
she stood. Allison came eut ai bier dream 'itb a stant, ta
meet the gaze ai a pair ai great, blue e>es, whicb she knew she
had somewhere sec» before, but flot in a face sa tvan and
weary as tbe ancesvich lay there upon thcepillow. SIte stooped
dowter catch the tvords wicb camne more faintîy stiti frorn
the lips of the speaker.

I saw yeu -alid I couldua keep mysel' framn speaking.
But ye needna fean. 1 %vil] neyer tel] that it is ya-or that I
have seen yau. Oh ! 1 tbougbt I wold neyer sec a kenned
face again."

The girl burst into sudden weepîng, holding fast the band
wbicb Aiison bad given bier.

IlIs it Mlary Brand ?" whispcned Altîson, ater a littie.
"No, it isAnnie. Ma.ry isdcad and--salfe," ani she turned

bier face awvay and lay quiet for a wbiie.
Allison macle a mavemeut to withdraw licr band.
IIWait a minute. I1îîîust speak te sane ane-befare 1 due

-and I may die thîs ngb," she murmured, holding bier n-th
appeaing eyes. Ill'in Annie," she satd. " Yau'll mnd haw
mvy mothen died, and hov my father marnied again- owvcr-
sean maybe - and ive ere ail augry, and there was uta peace
n the bouse. Sa the eider anes scaîtercd, -anc weut bere

and another there. Wc 'vere owecr-young ta take igiît bed,
-and net very strong. 'Mary tank a cold, and she grew
'vorse, and-'vcnt homne ta die at iast. As for uie- 1 feil inta
trouble- -and I daredna go boitte. Sonictmne 1 may tell yau
-but l'ndone out naw. l'ni rnear thee cud-and ah ! Allie
-lm fcarcd ta die. Even iI1 vere sorry cnougb, and the
Lard tverc ta forgive ie hbant'uld I ever look inomtany
motbces face in heaven : There arc sote sins thrt canuot
be blotted eut, 'ni sain feared, Allie"

Aiison bail faiten on ien kuices by the low bcd, and tberc
'vene tears an t4er-cheeks. -

"IAnnie," said she, "lnever, ncver tbnk th.-,. Sec, 1 ant
serry for yau. I eau kiss yau and comiont you, and the L.ord
Hîiscîf will forgive you. N'eu bave His awn word fan that.
And do you tink yatr awn niother reuhd hoid back 'rake
hope, Aunie. Ask the Lord Himsehf IDo ye no' md haw
I)ectar Hadden usc~i ta say in every prayer lie praycd, ' oh1
Thou wba art migbty te save '-* àMigty ta save t Think, ai
it, dear. ' Ncith'enshahl any man pimck them eut ai M&\y baud.'
jesus said that Hiniseli. Ah ! ye arc wearv and spcnt-but
ye bave strcngth to say, 'Save me, 1 pcrisb.' - And tluat is
cnough."

"W cany and spent'" Vs, almost ta death. The parchcd
lips said faintly, "lCame again," and the bluc. beseeching eyes
said mare. Alison promscd surely that she would camne, and
she kissed ber agalu, before she went away.

She camne of tn-ever day, and many ties a day, auid
she always had a good word te say te the poor sorrowful seul,
wbrm needed it se much. Annie ilingered longer than had
scemed pos'uble at flrst, and there came a day wheD cvery

moment that Attisa» coitid spare wvas given ta her, and then a
lon g ntghit of watchtug, tilt at the dawning she passed away-
srn fui, but forgiven ; trcmbling, yet flot afraid. Attison kissed
tire deac mnoutit, aîtd clipper[ (frîii (le férebead one ring of
hright bair, saying tua berseif 'ra mid nie, if ever 1 sboutd
graw faitbless and forgct."

Buttrany things badrt appenred belote this .arne tai pass
1- or ailthe end of the first week of Allison's stay anmang the
sick and sorrowful folk, there cate ta lier the message for
wbicb site bad titrougb ail the days been wvaiting. It "'as
i')ctor Flemting who biotigbt it, saying only, ', Corne.",

"li; le dying ? " slie lotid vaice to say, as tbey passed iuta
the rani togetîter.

"No. Oh 1 no. But bie bas cone ta biniseif, in a mens-
ure, and( needs ta be roused. \'aur carning rnay startie Ibii.
That is wbat 1 wisb. It caunot really barn bit."

And so with litile out'vard taken of the înward trembling
wh'iclt sei7ed lier wbcn she saw bis face, Allisan stand beside
bier busband. N'es, ber butsbatid 'lFar the first timie, scarcely
knnwing wbat site did, site said ta bierseif, Il ?My tsb.ind."

lite (tactars bad sarnetbing ta (Io fat hinm, and somcetbing
ta sa>' ta one another, air( site staod looking an mn silence,
pale, but catin and ftriti, nt lcasî as far as titey cottld see.
rbey spoke ta britr and bie answvered senstbly enougît, and
muttered, and carnpitned, and begged tai bc let alane, as smck
falk wili, and told tbern at last that little gaood bad aIl their
pi.ysic donc bitn yet.

They let ln tbec igbt, and bis eve foitawcd Altîson and
restcd on bier face for a marnent ; then be sigbed and titrned
awa y. Na one rnoved, and in a lItte lbe turncd lbts bead
agaîn, and bis calaur cbanged. Then tbey let down tite cur-
tain, and tbe ruarn vas in sbadow.

IlA drearn-tbe aId dream, aye caming-coming-anly a
dream," tbey bead birn say witb a sigb.

Dactor Flenming beckaned ta Allison, and shte foilowed hirn
fram tbe raarn.

"I-He %ill sleep now for a wbite, and wbcn he wakens be
wviil bc more birnself. \'au are not afraid ta be teit witb him ?
H-e rnay knaw yau wben bie akens again."

Ilamn not afraid," said Allison, speaking faintiy, and tben
sbe added wvttb a firmier votce, IlNo, 1 arn not afraid."

Il Yau bave but ta open the daor and cati, and bits mari
Dîckson wyul bc wittbyau in a mtnute. Do* nat spcak ta bim
unlcss bie speaks ta you. Event if hie sbould speak, it miav bc
better ta cati Dickson, and came away."

Dactor Fleming spoke graveîy and briefly, letting no look
or toue of sympatby escape from bim. Il Isc yau again
belore I leave the place," said lie.

Sa sbe sat dowvn a littie witbdrawn froi tbe lbed and
wvaited, wondering how this strange and doubtfül experiment
was ta end. He neither spake nor moved, but secrncd ta
stumber quietly enougb tilt Dactor Fleming returned. He did
not carne in, but beckoncd Allison ta tbe daor.

IlThat is long cnough for to-day. Are yau gotng ta yaur
poor folk again ? If it sl..ud suit you better ta go borne, yau
can dIo so. Otd Flora bas rettirned, and i1 vill speak ta
ber."

l will go out for a Ittle, but I wîil carne back. Tbey wiiî
expect me. N'es, 1 would like better ta corne back again."

AXnd sa she went aut a wbie, and wvben sbe returned sbc
brougbt an add volume af tbc Hîstory cf Scotland ta restlcss
Chartie, and a tate rase or two tied tip witb a bit of sweet-
briar and thyme, ta poor Annie Brand.

The next day passcdlItke tbe tlrst. Ailison went wbcn she
wvas calied, and sat beside the sick man's bcd for an bout or
two. He follawcd her witb bis eyes, and seemed ta know
ber, but be did uaL utter a word. He %vas resticss and un-
easy, and muttered and sigbed, but bie bad fia powver ta mave
birnseif upon the bied, and lite did not fail asleep, as Allison
boped lie migbt aiter a wbite. For the look in bis troubted
cycs burt her soreiy. There w~as recoguttion tn tbemn, sbe
thotîgbt, and doubt, and a gteam ai anger.

If I could do sometbing for him," tbougbt sbe.
"But ta sitlitere uscless 1 And I must not even speak Io

bim until be speaks ta me."
Sbe rose, and waiked about the raom, knowing that the

duoit eyes wcre following bier as she maved. Wben sbc sat
down again she trol, a small New Testament fram bler pockct,
and as she opetned it bc turned hîs face away, and did nat
tnove again tilt a step was beard at tbe door. l'len, as sarie
ane entcred, bc cried out wîtb a stronger voice iban bad been
bcard frous birn yet :

IlIs that yau, Dîckson ? Scnd yan wornan away- if she be
a woman and nat a wraitb (spirit)," bie addcd, as lie turned bis
lace froithte liibt.

It wvas not ickson. It was tbe doctor wbo met Aitisan's
startled look as hc carne mn ai the door.

" N'ou bave bad enattgh for this uie. Has bie spoken ta
you ? " said lbe.

IlHe bas spoken, but fiat ta me. I tbinlk bc knew utc, and
not witb good-wilt "

'Voir could hardiy e.\pecît tiai, considering aIl îbings. JHe
bad miade a step in advance, for att tbat. And now go away,
and do not sbow yaur face in tbts placc again to-day. WVrap
yoursclftp weli, and go for a long walk. Go ont of tbe tawn
or dawn ta thte sands. Ves, you must do as 1 bid you. Neyer
beed the auid wivca% and tbe bairus to-da-y. I ken tbey kecp
your tbougbts an tbcir troubles and away front your own.
But you miay bave a good ilme of thîs wark yet -weeks, it
may bc, or montbs," and mn lbts beant lbe satd. " God grant it
may not bc for ycars."

'<Nes, 1 wili go," satd Alison, faintly.
"And yatt must takc good care ai yourseif. Mlistrcss Alli.

son, you bave set, otît on a raaid in wbîcb tberc is no turning
back now, if you wauld belp ta save this man's soul."

"1 have no tbouglit of tmrntng back," satd Alltson.
"That is weît. And ta go an witi need fatît antd patience,

and ve'l also necd ta bave a' yotir its about you. You Il need
perfect hetlth and Vour nattmral strengtb, and ye Il just do my
bîdding mn ail thîngs, that yau tnay bc fit ta neet ril that is be-
fore you-since it seems tai bc God's will that this wark sbould
fati tu you.",

Allison %vent at the doctor>s biddrng. She wrapped ber-
self up and went down ta the sands, ta catch the breeze from
the tea. It %vas more than a brce7e wiiich qict ber. 1It ivas
aimost a gaie. The waves werecocming grandiy in, dasbing
theniselves over the levet sands. Ailisan stood and watcbed
them for a white musing.

" And cacb anc af them, falis by thc wiii ai the Lord. Aword from Him coutid quiet thcm now, as His ' Pence, bc
%till,l quited the waves atm the Sea of Galitc so long ago.
4 Oh ! ye of lttle faitb ! said He, 'Whereforc do ye doubt?'

As He rnîgbt weli say ta me thi3 day, for oh I 1 arn faint-
beartcd. WVas 1 îwrong froin the begîuning? And is my sin
finding me tt ? 1-ave I undertakett wvat I can neyer go
tbrommgb aith ? God ietp ite, is ail tbat I can say, aud
thatîgîtI 1ntmst dombt snyset, let me neyer, neyer, neyer doubt
l itii."

And then site set iterseif ta mecet the strang %vinci, and bield
liter way against it tilt site carne ta a sbeltered spot, and there
site sat clown ta rest. lMien siete îrned lioiiteward again
tîmce % vas no stromîg wind ta struggle against. It helped ber
oit as site ent beforei, -and it seeîucd ta bier as if sbe lbad
corne but a tuttle aay wvbeiî sbe reacbed the place wbere sbte
iad watclted the comntmg n of the waves. 'rlite weigbt ivas

liited a ittie frornliter ieart.
It is anty a dIny at a time, hawever long it may bel" stte

toid Iterseti." It is ciaiiy strengtb tbat is prarnised, and God
secs tîte end, tbougm I do nat."l

Mes, daily strcngth is prrnised, and the next day, and for
iuany days, as site ivent nta the dîmn roonwbere tttc sick
tuan lay. Alison felt tite needs afitts renewai. It svas not the
silence wbiclt as sa bard ta hear. It vas the constant ex-
pectation, ivbtclt was alntosi <read, that the silent lips mnigbt
open ta speak tite recognition wtticb she somietinies saw in ttte
eyes, îolwing lier as site novet. 'lttere were imes 'vben
she said ta berseif that site could nat long bear it.

IlIn anec way bc is better," said the dactor. IlHe ts coin-
ing ta imself and bis menory-bis power ai recalling tbe
past-ms improving. He s stronger tao, tbougb flot mucb, as
yet. Witb bis Ioss ai memnory bis accident bas bad less ta
do tfian the life he hiad been living before it. He bas bad a
bard tussle, but bc is a strang man uaturally, and be uta>'
escape this time. Fram the warst effects ai bis accident ho
can neyer recover. As far as 1 eau judge frarn preserit sym-
toms, beciilI neyer walk a step agaîn-never. B'- t he may
live for years. He ma>' even recover sa as ta bc able ta at-
tend ta business again-in a way."

Allîson bad flot a word witb vicb ta answer bum. The
doctar ivent an.

',1i migbî Ihave kept this frorn you for a white, btt1Ihave
thîs reason for speaking now. I do not ask i you bave
I'counted the cast.'1 knaw yau bave nat. You cannat do it.
N'ou bave notbing ta go upon wbicb migbt enabie ynu ta do
sa. Natbing whicb you have ever seen or experienced in
life, could make you know, or beip you ta imagine, wbhat your
iife would be-and migbt be for yeas-spent with this matn,
as bis nurse, or bis servant-for it would came ta tbat. Net a
î%oman in a tbousand could bear t-uniess stie taved bim.
And even sol it wauld bc a slowv martyrdorn."

Attisa» sat sulent, wîtb ber face turncd away.
" Wbat I bave ta say ta you is tbis," went an the doctor.

Since it is impossible-if it is impossible, tbat sucb a sacri-
fice sbauid be required at Vour bands, it wilflot bectise for
you ta bide bere langer, or ta let him get uscd ta you, and
depend upan you, so tbat be wouid greatly miss yau. I f you
are ta go, then tbe sooner tbe better."

Attison said notbing, but by ber cbanging colour, and by
the look in bier eycs, the doctor knew that sbe îmas considerng
bier answer, and be waited pàtientiy.

" No," said Allisan, "I1 do nat love btm, but I bave great
pity for imn-and-I arn not afraid af imr any mare. I
tbink 1 wish to do God's wiil. If yau do flot say othertvise, 1
wouid wisb ta bide a wite yet-tiit-it is made plain ta me

hat I ougbt ta do. For I was ta biame as vieil as he. I
.,aauid bave stood fast against bim. I hope-I believe, that
I wisb ta do rigbt naw, andthte igbt way is seidam the easy
way.»

"'rbat is truc. But many a sacrifice wbicb gaod womnen
make for men wvbo are not wortby ai it, is miade un vain. I
do nat like ta think of what you may bave ta suifer, or that
such a man sbould bave, as it wcre, yaur life at bis disposai.
As for you, you migbt leave atl tbms cane and trouble bebind
you, and begin a new 111e in a new land."

IlTitat was wbat I meant ta do. But if the Lord bad
meant titat for me, tvby sboutd He bave let me be brougbt
here, knowing nat wbat inigîtt be before me.

1,I doubt I arn not quite frceeiram resposmbitty un tbe tmat-
ter, but 1 thougbt tbe man was goung to- die."

IINo, you are nat ta biame. Wben 'Mr. iany taucbed
my arm that day in the street, 1 seemed ta know wbat %vas
carning, and 1 woutd nat wait to bear bim. And wben Saun-
ners Crambie spoke bus first tvo'd ta mie tbat nigbt, I kcenncd
weli tvhat I1rmust do. But, like you, I tbougbtlitebcvas going
ta die. And su 1 came, tbougb 1J-.vas sore afraid. But I arn
non ai raid non', and you tnugbt let nie buile a little langer, tilt
1 sec my way clearer wbetlc±r I sbouid go or sta>."

IlLet yau stay 1 Haw couid I bunder you if I were -t'a
tryi And I arn not sure that I wvisb ta hunder you. I sup-
pose there uîay be a wornan in a thausand wvho could do as
you desire ta da, and corne tbrougb îtnscatitcd, and you nmay
be titat wrnîan- My ouiy fear is-na, I wttl not say il. I do
believe that yotu are sceking ta do God's ilinil this mnatter.
L.et us hope ibat durng tbe next few days His %vit) inay bc
made cdean ta Van, and ta me aiso."

But MNr. Ratny bad alsa a word ta say witb regard ta
tItis.f

IlIf I bad tbotugbt t possible that tite nan w~as going ta
tive, 1 would neyer bave spokcn ta you, or let tîîy eyes rebt
ipon you that day. N'es, 1 nas sure that bc tvas gaing ta
die. And I tbottght tîat you mtiglit do bîu sane gaod inaybe
-pray for irn, and ail that, and tbat bis conscience migbt
bc ccased. Tîten 1 tjiought bc rigbt uake sanie aniends at
last. Butt ell k-en I, tbat att the gear bclitas ta leave wil iii
pay you for the ioss of the best yeans of youn yauth, living
the lue att woumid bave to tive witb bimi, I canna takec upon
myseif to advisc yau, since yau bavena asked my advice ;
but zeahiy, if vo aere jhst ta slip away quietly ta yaur bro-
ther tn Amcnica, 1, far eue, wauid hoid rny tangue about it.
And iever the tnie sbould conme vbn you ner-ded te be de-
fended fram bini, I wopld bcip yatt against bum, and ail the
wonid, witb ight gaod tiil."

Ailiser. thankcd bim gcntly and gravciy, but bc saw that
sbc was not te be movcd. A fcw marc days, atIclast, the
dacton was ta give ber, and then she must decide, Before
tbasc days uere aven samc:bing bad bappcae.d.

One day, for some reascu or othen, she was detaincd
langer than usual among bier IIauid tives," -and it was iate
when she carnc inta Brosvnig's reom-

" Wbat bas keepit you '"I said bc împatientiy.
It tvas the vcry first tme hc had ever dtrectly addressed

ber.
I b ave been dctained," said Ailison quîctly. "Can I do

anything for you new that I amn herc?"I
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