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pastar, who offered o few words in reply, and after a suit-
able complimentary address, Mr. William Steen presented a
purse to the chaitman (Rev, E. D. McLaren) in token of
the gratitude cherished by the congregation for lus services
to them during the vacancy. It 15 proper to add that the
choir, assisted by a number of musical friends, contnibuted
materinlly to the ¢njoyment of the evening and it is hoped
thgt the settlement at Streetsville, thus effected, wall prove a
shiccessful as well as an harmonious one,

Ttk people of St. Audrew’s Church, Campheliford, held
a sucial meeting on the evening of the 12th inst, for the
purpose of bidding good-bye to the Rev. I, Sutherland
and his excellent wafe.  Mr. Sutherland now takes charge
of Warkworth congregation only, the Camphellford congre-

gation having been separated from that of Warkworth at ]

the Iast mecting of Presbytery.  The social proved quite a
success.  The chair was taken by the Rev. D. A, ‘I'hom-
son,mof Hastings, moderater pro fem., and imc&-sling
addrebsys were delivered by Mr, Ferris, M.P, P, abid the
AReve MWesses, Browning and Beattie all of whom testified
their-esteem for Mr. and Mrs. Suthffland.  The choir also,
under. the leadership of My, ‘Gellady, precentor, rendered,
iggood stylp, some very suitable anthems during the
course of the evening.  Before Mr. Sutherland was called
upon te give his parting address, Mr. Cook, manager,
sud it the congregation destred to give_some taggible
proof of their esteem for Mr. and Mys, Sull.lcrlan(], and in
the name of the congregation of St. Andrew’s Pregbyterian
Church, Camplelifurd, he would present Mr, Sutherland
and his excellgnt wifé with an address anda purse contain-
wy $100.  Mr. suthérland then thanked the congregation
for their Kindness on behalt of lmu‘:-lf and his partner i life
and gave a brief outline of his work“among them. A plea
sant meeting terminated Ly siuging the siath dusolugyy, Mr.
Sulhcrlnn:l pronouncing the benedicuun,

~3
PrESRYTERY OF HaM(LTON.—The Preshytery of Hawmil.
ton met on November 1&th 5 twenty-nine ministersand a)t\'cn
clders were present. The vacancy at North Pelham™ was
reported and Mz Ratdiffe was appuinted to confer with
the trustees of the cungregation regading the future,  ir.
James tendered his resignation amd the congregation and
session will be cited to appear at the neat ordinary meeting.
Mr. Fenton's resignation of Vittutia was tendgred, and
accepted, to tahe effect after the 231d anste 1t was resolved
to hold cunterences un the state of Kehigion, Sanbatk: schools
and Temperauee at Butlington at such tume alter January as
mayebedeternuned hereafter. Leave to moderate in a call
was granted to Nebson, and Dundas street and to Strabane,
Arrangements were made for visiting all congregations on

the Augmentation Fund. The remit fiom the Geneind

Assanbly un marriage with a deceasal wills sisme? was
considered and the judgment of the Committee and activon
reccommended  were unaminously approved. The remit
on the regulations for the Aged and Infirm Ministers' Tund
were considered and Regulations 3rd and 5th were approved,
the 4th was disapproved.  The remit on printing was laid
over till next stated meeting. — J. LaiNG, Fres Clerk.

PRESBVTERY OF HURroN. —This Presbytery held a regular
mec.ing at Kippen on the t1th November.  Mr. Pritchard
gave a repurt of his visit to Bayfield and Bethany, sctting
Lrth that the above-named congregations agreed to rawe for
the support of gospel ordinances the sum of $200 cach.
The clerk was instructed to wnte to the Session of Bayficld
asking them to pay therr arrears 10 Mr. Paterson, ther late
minister. A call from the congregations of Hullett and Lon-
desborough in favour of Rev. D. M. Ramsay, B." Diy was
sustained, and ordeted 1o be transmitted to Mr. Ramsay.
The call is both heanty and unanimous, and numerously
signed.  Provisional arrangements were made for Mr. Ram.
say's-ordination in the event of his accepting the call, as fol-
lows, Mn Stewart in theabsence of the Moderator 10 preside,
Mr. Acheson to preach, Mr. Barr to address the minister,
and Mr. D. . Wilson, {cller) to address the people; the
Moderator to call a pro 2 nafa mecting for this objcct if
necessary.  The cletk to prescribe subjects for ordination
tomls, ctc. The afternoon sederunt was maunly taken up
with the induction of Mr. Acheson, late of Wick, into the
pastoral charge of Kippen and Hill's Green.  In accordance
with previous arrangement, Mr. Thomson, of Bruceficld, pre-
sided, Mr. Thomson, of Rodgerville, preached, Mr. Barrof
fering the indpgtion prayer, Dr. Urc addressed the minister
and Mr, RY Miller (clder) the people.  Mr. Acheson re-
ceivedad, héanty welcome from the people at the close. The
Preshytery then procecded to consider the Assembly's re-
mit on marriage with a deceased wife's sister.  After delib-
cration, & motion was carned over an amehdinent, approving
of the recommendation of the Assembly’s Commiittee as set
forth in the remit.  The following deliverance on temper-
ance\\d4 unanimously given by the Presbytery: Whereas
for ynany: years the subject of temperance has been ocedfying
ey ‘.nlion of Christian people in this country and the Gov-
crnment has given oplion to each county to adopt a local
prohibition known as the Canada Temperance Act of 1878
whereas the scid Canada Temperance Act has been submit.
ted to the vote of the people of the County of Huron, and
the ministry and the membership of the Church throughout

the county have taken a decided stand in favour of the Act:
whereas in the good providence of God the hearts of the
people have been so directed in favour of temperance that
the Act has been carried by a large majority : whereas the
General Assembly of our Church has on several occasions ap-
proved of the principle of the saud Act and the last Assembly
recommended the application of the principle in the life and
influence of the Chusch —Resolved—1. That this Presby-
tery cxpreys gratification  with the result attained, and
thankfulness to Gud that the prayers of Iis people have
been answered and their efforts crowned with success. 2.
‘That this Presbytery recommend to the members and office-
Drarers within the bounds, loyal adherence to the terms and
spirit of the Act when it becomes law, and further that
Aevery endeavour be madein the proper way to see that the
provisions of the Act are carricd out in their entirety.  The
Mpext mecting of Preshytery.is to be held in Blyth on the thurd
wsday of January at half-past ten a. m.—A. McLeax,
l’;\!{LCIerA'. 3
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,

Nec 7, 1 { Prov 23
oy DRUNKENNESS. (o 23

Gouvex Text.—Be not among wine-bibbers.—
Chajp. 23 : 20.

Tise.— As in last lesson,

Introvvction, -That tosicating liquors were mauu-
factured in the days of Sulumon, this lesson, if al) uther
Scripture was silent, is sufficient proof, and that men got
drunk, and mamfested all the degrading influences of liquor,
15 evident also.  We are told that **all Senpture s profit-
able for reprouf, fur currection,” as well as ** for doutnne,
for mstruction 1n nghteousness ;3 * so frum this lessun et us
tahe those sulemn warnings which are so puwerfully put in
these selected verses.

Nores AND COMMENTS, —Ver, 29. Six things are here
noted as the results of mtemperance on the person of the
drunkard.  ‘“ Woe—sortow:” these words are, strictly
speaking, interjections, they are not found elsewhere, but
doubtless eapiress distress fromn want ; *' contentivns . ™ nearly
all the murders and brawls are caused by liquor, amd
more than half of them take place in liquor saloons; *“ bab.
bling: " senseless talk 5 ¢ wounds without cause : ™ differ-
ent 1o the wounds received an delence of all that 1s sacred
and dear ; the wounds from drunken brawls are infamous ;
** redness of eyes : * bloud-shut. -~-Gen. 49. 12,

Ver, 30. This verse answers the question of the preced-
ing one, and indicates who it is that eahibits those marks of
degradation. *¢Tarry long at the wine : ” the oriental idea of
enjoying drink is to sit until the last drop of the wine is gone.
Lastern travellers give frequent instances of this habat ;
**sech maed wine . wine made sttonger Uy the addition
of diugs and spices, hence more atoaiaating.

Ver, 31. Cautivns basad un the effects described. ¢ Look
not: " guard ‘‘cye gate,” as Bunyan hasit.  Talk of the fan-
aticasm of total alatinence from drinking, the inspired peninan
goes further, and bids us abstain from even lovking 3 “*red 2"
red wines were considered the choicest in the kast, and
thuse not having the coluur rewened an additive of o sur-
ing matter; **its colour . ™ Zir., ““its eye: ” the clear bnght
ness or the beaded bubbles on which the drinker looks with
such cotnplacency 3 ¢ moveth nself anght : ' the same word
occurs 1 dSong of Sob., 7 : 9, where 1t 1s rendered, ** goeth
down sweetly ;7 which scems to be the dea, desculang ats
pleasant taste as it is tahen,

Ver, 32. ““Biteth like a serpent : ” pleasant as it scems
when drinking, this is what follows, it brings the sharp
sting of remorse, degradation and shame 3 *“stingeth Jike an
adder : * one of the most vencmous of the serpent tribe ; so
dnnk poisons, 1t destroys the body and pollutes the soul ;
the destructive results of dnnk can vnly be compared to the
sure poison of deadly serpents.

Ver, 33. ‘“strange women:™ licentiousness is closcly
allied to drunkenness; drink inflames the passions and
blinds the judgment 5 there is, however, another interpre-

tation ; ‘‘sce strange things:” the objects of & drunken

man’s vision, perhgps a reference to the horrots of deliriam
dens ;¢ uucr;cn'crsc things : ™ the talk of the drunkard.

Who that has scen men under the influence of liquor has not

noted their stupid, perverse, and at times, horrible talk 2

Ver. 34. We have now one of the physical cffects of
drunkenness. ¢ Licth down in the midst of the sea -* head
swimming and giddy, fecling as if tossed about by the rest-
less waves 3 *‘upon the top of a mast:” asleep, insensible
of danger, hiable at :\n{; moment to be dashed to picces upion
the dech or cast into the sea ot it may be another form of
the thought of the first clause; cither thoughe, the stupid,
scnsclessuess of danger, or the giddy feclings of one intoxi-
cated, holds good,

Ver. 35. The drunkard is represented as replying in his
maudiin way to the statements of vs. 29, about contentions
and wounds: *“ sticken—not sick—beaten, felt it not :  he
has been stricken it istrue, but no ill has resulted, he is not
sick ; he may have been beaten and wounded, it would look
as if he had, but he did not feelit. It could not be much,
insensible alike in body and mind.  Andnow, last and sad.
dest of all, the sinner longs for a return of his indulgence.
" “When shall I awake?” better, as it is not a_question,
“ when I shall awake, I will seek it yet again:™ unhced-
ing the lessons of the past, the remonstrances of friends, the
whips of conscience, the pleadings of God's Spirit ; unable
ta resist the fatal fascination, 1 will seek it again.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

’i‘cmpcmncq literature is,so, plentsful an these days of tem-
perance agitation that there ought not to be any difficulty in

making this lesson interesting and helpful, but be cautious,
teacher, how you treat ity no man with the smell of liguor
ont his breath should attempt to teach it. Teach it earnest-
ly, seriously, let there be no turniug aside to what sume re-
gard as the amusing sude of the question, as if there could Lie
anything amwusing in such hornble degrmdation. Check
your scﬁul:\rs if any would il «otics of the ridiculous
tricks of drunken wen, and impress upon them that drunk-
enness is sin, and that the deankard has no portion in the
Kangdom of Hegven s ms\nrc them witha horror and a fear
of this arch-destroyer, and teach that he who heeps away
from drink 15 the vnly vie who s safe from its terrible re-
sults, and that the duty we owe to vurselves and to others s,
2o totally abstain from all intoxicating liquors.

Without giving a ** topical analysis ** of the selected verses
we shall offer three topics as illusteating the subject gen-
erally, (1) The beginning of drunhenness.  (2) The evils
of drunkenness, (3} The safeguards against drunkenness.,

On the firs? topac, which s an all important une for our
young people, impress the fact that there is a beginning to
¢his sin, and that beginning is the first drink a boy or girl
takes 3 not, of course, to say that every one who drinks a
first glass will end m bang a drankard, but they have
entered upon a periluus path, which, if they follow it to the
e, leads to a precipice of death, Thelads whe pass with
loathing the drunken man lying in the gutter, or laugh at
his vagaries as he reels helplessly from one side to another,
and then turn into a saloon for a drink, prow of their own
superiority, may little think it, but they are on the same
dunwnward grade as the poor wreteh they despise, only that
he is a litle lower than they.  Drunkenness may, often
does, began at home, A sorrowful fact this; we have seen
children of very tender years encouraged by their parents to
tahea taste of wine or spirits—how ternble themistahe—the
first step, as at bas oo oficn proval, i Ui dowaward road
tu death.  Many a parent has wrung helpless hands of
agony, and shed scalding tears over the drunkard’s grave of
the child whom they carly taught to love intoxicating dnnk,
‘That famaly 15 the safest with which no such temptations
ate ever tound,  Goad nature and good felloishap often lead
to dranking habus , boys and young men, clever, genial,
whose presence adds grace to a party, are peculiarly liable
to fall in this way, How often has ti:c/:a:xl story been told
like that which threw such a gloom over the Bronte family,
and brought a Coleridge to an carly grate.  Beauty, genius,
amiability ; lovely but fatal gifts if the possessor is not kept
Ly the grace of God.  T%e /aluts (Z’ society is another fruit-
Sul sonrce of thiv sin. Winc ot other drinks are offered at
table or on calls, and a liking is thereby acghired for them,
which grows and becomes a power that cannot e thrown
off.  The scason 1s at hand when, in towns and cities especi-
ally, an opportamty will agse to discountenance such a prac-
tce.  Let no i conncated with o Sunday schioul offer to
acaller that whickh may prove the first step in the down-
ward read tn death  Take not the deadly glass yourself nor
put it into the hands of another.

On the tecond topic we fear to begin to speak as we shall
scarcely know where to end.  Tts evils are physical—alco-
holic dnnhang, 1t has Leen abundanty demonstrated, 1s a
breach of the Jaws of bfe.  Alcohol is posun.  Upon sume
its action may be slow and hight, but apon the many it is
most destructive.  We cannot dwell here onthe details, they
would require too much space, and tractates are everywhere
to be found on this subject.  The evils further, are meonsal,
the waill 1s weakened, the intelect 15 destroyed 5 1t may be
stung nty ancreased activity %r a shurt season by ardent
spinits, but the re-action will come, and ultimately, as there
are, alas, living proofs, many, to-day, the mind will be
completely and hopelessly wrecked.  Need we speak of the
sprritnal ewils; o} drunkards the Apostle Paul says that
they *¢shall nut inhent the Kingdum of Gud,” 1 Cor. 6: 10
Gal. 5. 21, There are secal evils, famaly evils, national
evils vast and dreadful from this curse. It isin fact evil and
only evil, from first to ltast.

On the #ierd topic we may dismiss it almost in a single
sentence, for there is ondy one safegrard against the danger
of drunkenness, that is as we smd at the first, total absti-
nence from alcoholi¢ dnnks. That, and that alone, is,
unuer the grace of Gud, a certain safeguard.  The moderate
drinker may becomea drunkard, (how many drunkards were
not at one time moderate drinkers ?) but to him who tastes
not it is impossible. Lay this, then, before your scholars as
the safe way, and enforee your teaching by telling them that
it is your way.

SUPrPLEMENTARY.—Tecachers of girls classes must not
think that there is no need to press thisupon their scholars.
Unhappily there is need, for 1t 15 a sad fact, as proved in
Europe and Amenica alike, that female drunkenness is in-
creasing 3 the girls need caution as well as the boys. One
more thought —if you are still of opiniun that yon may drink
in moderation, and do not feel disposed to teach ather-
wise, 1ead the Apostle’s beautiful reasoning with reference
to meats offered to idols, in 1 Cor. S, and sce if you can
avord comng to lus conclusionan vs. 13, and saying ¢*if
dranzk make my brother to offcud, T will not drinéd while
the world slan(fcxh, lest T amake my brother to offend.”

FINAL LEsSON.—d feso thoughts’ from the Bjble chout
drunkenness. It brings povegy—DProv. 20: 175 23: 21.
Sorrow—DProv. 23: 29; {lesson, forgetfulness of the law of
God—31: 5. Sickness—1Hos. 7: 5. Woes are denounced
against drunkenness - 1sfg: 11-20.  Under the Mosaic
law a drunken son might he yut to death—Deut. 20 21.
To be excluded from Christian fellowship——1 Cor. §: 11
Shut out of the Kingdom—1 Cor. 6: 10; Gal. 5: 21.
Warning Heccons® Noah—Gen. 9: 21 ; Lot—Gen. 19:
33; Nabal—1 Sam. 25: 36; Belshazzar—Dan 5: 1.6,

MR RusxiXN is about to close the pubhcation of Fors
Clavigera, and set to work, instead on a brief autobiography.

Lorp LorNE says he would bLe ¥1:1d to sce_the cxperi-
ments at present on hiial in Canada in regard to popular
liquor Tegaslatiun tried in the mother country alvo,

DA L' rsox

S S



