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whom H. savey, their lost and helpless sta:e as sin.
ners, their vntind dependence on the Spirit for life,
and the fulness and sufliciency of Christ’s finished
work as ths ground of acceptance Lefore God, It is
when we embraca thesa great central verities which
Paul would have afirmed constantly, and they il our
hearts with a sense of their teality, that we enter cons
sciously on the new life and become capable of
doing guud works., ‘The recard of the history of a
sinnee’s conversion s the Wstary of the way in which
these truths have been brought home to his heart.
These are the great venties which God'urdinanly em.
ploys in giving spiritual life to those dead in sins,
And it has always been in connection with their clear
and carnest proclamation that great and permanent
revivals of tebgion have occurred.  These things,
therefore, we must allinn constantly in ordee that
there may be living souls which can serve God, not
with deid works, but with the holy deeds of a new
abedience,

2. ‘They supply the strongest motives to good wotks,

The doctrines of grace exhilit our entire salvation
as due to the unmernited favour of God. He beyuns
in us the good work, and performs it unto the day of
Christ Jesus. ‘The Chustian fecls sécuse because he
i: kept by the power of God through fath unto salva.
tion,

Those who cry eut against tha doctrines of grace
as subversive of morality, usually scem to tmagme that
the Christinn goes about his duty as the slave about
his appointed task, with the lash of the taskmaster
ready to descend upon him when his efforts are re-
laxed. Remove the dread of punishment, or the hope
of some servile reward, and 21} work will cease, Hut
we have not so learned Cheist. We know how false
and base this conception is.

We admit that in God’s dealings with his own, the
drcad of the wiath to come often serves an important
end. It rouses the slumbering believer out of his car-
nal securty, but when he is aroused other and higher
motives constrain him to holy cbedience. It is the
love of Christ which constrains him, and not the dread
of wrath which drives him. And the more he per.
ceives he owes to the grace which is in Christ Jesus,
the stronger is the constraint which he fecls, Loveis
the characteristic motive of new obedience. And
when we see that much has been forgiven“us, and
much done for us, we will love much. And surely ¢his
view of salvation should give us a peculiarly impres-
sive sense of the love of a Triune Jehovah, Utterly
lost ig our sins, our sz2lvation comes entirely from God,
We trace the whole plan of salvation up to the sclf-
moved love of God. e had pity on us in our ruined
state, and devised a way of escape worthy of God
and adapted to man. He “so loved the world that
He gave his only begotten Son that whosoever be-
lieveth on Him,” etc. Surely the Father's unspeak-
able gift may well kindle our love in return.

Then we see the Son of God assume our nature
and our liabilities, and suffer in our roorn and stead.
He not only lives a_matchless life among us, leaving
us an examyde that we should walk in his steps, but

by his sacrificial work He lays the foundation for a

righteous reconciliation to God of all who believe on
his name. And now risen and ascended, his heart is
filled with the same purpose of love to his redeemed,
whether He pleads for them within the veil, or from
the throne wiclds the sceptre of universal government.

Then we mark how the mission of the Holy Spirit
is linked with the completion of Christ’s work on
catth. We see Him sent to convince the world of
sin, of rightebusness and of judgment, Hetouchesthe
sprirgs of thought and feeling in the careless, awakens
them to a new life, and leads them to put their trust
in Christas a Saviour. Then throughout the believ-
er’s entirc earthly career He is with him as his
teacher, his comforter and his strength, working in
him to will and to do what is pleasing to God.

\Vhen we know that salvation in its plan, its pur-
chase and its application is all due to the unmerited
favour of God, we have surely apiple reason why we
should love Him who first loved us.

The Christian is stimulated to obedience by the
Kope of reward to do good works. He knows that it
is not by works cf righteousness that he is saved, but
he has learned from the Word that it is a law of the
divine procedure that the rewards of heaven shall be
in a measure propdrtioned to the holiness and useful-
ness of the saint on earth. Those that sow sparingly
reap sparingly, and those that sow bountifully reap
bountifully. Good works done.here in faith and Jove

render more gloripus the crown which the redeemed
shall wear in the future life,  But npart fromthe grace
ef God which for Christ’s sake blots out the Imperfec.
tions of our best works, all hope of reward Iacks a
foundation,

The doctrines of grace deepen our sense of obliga.
tion to obey, We do not referto the fact that they
represent the law as unchangeable, and shew that
while grace has reached the guilty, no demand of law
has been abated. We do not refer to the odiousness
of sin as displayed in the cross of Ch.ist, Nor dowe
refer mecely 20 the fact that redemption has clearly
enhanced the abligations under which we were placed
by creation to love and obcy our Creator, Al these
things are highly important in their bearing upon our
sense of obligation to ohey, but we have in our
thoughts ratlier the gencral impression which the
doctrines of grace make upon our minds, in leading
us to entertain high views of the sovereignty, tesources,
majesty and unsearchablencss, of God, They repre-
sent God as very great, sitting on the throne of the
universe, and doing according to his will in the anmics
ol heavenand amonyg the inhnbitants of the earth,

The whole tendency of the opposite system of
teaching is to degrade God in our cyes, and to bring
tHim down so nearly to a footing of cquality witl our-
selves that we feel at liberty to call Him to account
for his dealings, and demand that all his ways and
works shall be made phin to our underatandings.
When we are thus constantly calling the Almighty
to our bar and sitting in judgment upon Hum, it is
impossible that we can feel either the true spirit of
worshippers, or have any due scnsc of obligation to
obey his will.

But the doctrines of grace give us a very different
conception of God. He is a great God whom we
cannot by searching find out unto perfection, but
whom we know to be righteous in all his ways and
holy in all his works, llis sway is absolute, and his
kingdom ruleth over all ; yet He is not an Almighty
fate which rules everything blindly by a physical
nccessity, He is a person, endowed with infinite wis-
dom and power, and clothed with all moral excellen-
cies. ‘The plan of his goverament which his wisdom
devised and his efficiency carries out, and which has
for its central object the redemption achieved on Cal-
vary, is larger than human reason can take in. It
unites the past with the present and the present with
the future. It reaches to the confines of creation; and
embraces all orders of creatures, and governs each
according to its nature.  Within the range of his con-
trol come the planet which rolls through immensity
and the atom which dances on a sunbeam, the destiny
of empires and the falling of a sparrow, the angel that
adores before the throne and the demon that rages
round the sides of the pit. And all the nmovements
or acts of the myriads of beings which people his vast
empire, He makes in some way subsidiary to his pur-
pose of redeeming love, and He binds them all to-
gether in the unity of his all.comprehending plan.
Before such a great God we feel instinctively we can
bow down and worship. And when his majesty and
sovereignty are truly seen, his authority cannot be
unfelt. We instinctively feel that such a God de-
mands the homage of out heatts and lives.

3. They sccure us conscious liberty to do good works.

While guilt lies on the conscience and we have no
assurance of the Divine favour, we have no inward
freedom 1o engage in God's service. There are those
who through fear of death are all their lifetime subject
to bondage, and there are many who never feel any
heart for the scrvice of God, because they know that
God is angry with the wicked every day. How then
can we get deliverance from these harassing fears?
There is but oneroyal road to peace and joy. Wemust
probe the seat of the diséase and apply the rer.iedy.
Having discovered the plague of our hearts, we must
go in the simplicity of faith to Christ for that vital
power which can quicken our hearts, and that meritor-
ious work which can reinstate us in the Divine favour.
Then as we look at the cross, the burden will roll from
our shoulders into the open sepulchre and disappear,
and we shall emerge consciously into the light and
liberty of the children of God, und be able to serve
God without fear, in holiness and righteousness, all the
days of our life. We rever give ourselves, if I may
s0 speuk, fair play in the matter of doing good warks,
until the Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we
are the children of Goed. Then the mental and moral
machinery moves smoothly, and we feel that where
tne Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.

4. A sutvey of the lilstory of the Church of Chris
abundantly vindicates the connection which the apos.
tle d~clares to subsist between the sonstant preaching
of the doctrines of grace and the praciice of morality.
In Geneva, in Holland, in Scotland, it England and
in America,where these doctrines have been preached,
morality bas flourished, It has indced ofien been
made a reproach that those who embrace these dac-
trines are somewhat st<rn and severe in thelr moral
requirements, but no one who does not draw his facts
from imagination, can pretend that those who em.
brace them fall behind any other class of the com-
munity in good works, O the many millions whw
constitute the noble army of the martyrs, nearly all
have aflinmed these doctrines constantly, ‘To them
we owe our civil and religious liberties on both sides
of the Atlantic. Even authors moast hostile to the
doctrines of grace have been compelled to recognize
the fact that not only have good works azcompanied
the proclamation of the truths, but a rich harvest of
temporal biessings has sprung from them.

Fathers and brethren, there are two practical
thoughts with which we may close. We may leatn
from this text not 10 be afraid to prochim from the
pulpit what God has taught in his Holy Word. We
shall ever find that the foolishness of God Is wiser
than men.  But we should leara also to preach witha
practical aim.  \When we ate constantly affirming
from Sabbath to Sabbath the doctrines of grace, we
should seck to bring them to bear practically on the
hearts and lives of our hearers,  1u our discussions of
doctrine we arc never to overlook morlity, Our
doctrine should lead to good works, and the good
works which we preach should be rooted in the doc-
trine which we teach. There are those who try o
separate morality cven from the idea of a personal
God. When trees which have no roots grow and bear
fruit this morahity way flourish. There are also those
among us who reject an inspired Bible, cast away
everything supernatural in the Scriptures, scout all the
distinctive docrines of the Bible and especially the
doctrines of grace, and then talk of *“a moral inter-
regnum” as almost already upon us. And teuly if
such teaching were universal “ the moral interregnum”
would not be far away, But happily for the Church
and for the world, the doctrines of grace which so
many of our literary and scientific men dislike, are still
believed and preached, and morality is not yet effete.
And if there is any lesson which these mutterings
about “a moral interregnum® should impress upon
our minds, it Is that we should see to it that we are
making full proof of the apostolic method of making
men moral, and that we are affieming constantly the
doctrines of grace, in order that they which have be.
lieved in God might be carefulto maintain good works.

ROMAN CATHOLIC ORDINATION.

MR. EDtTOR,—As * Erigena” has donc me the
the honour, after two months’ silence, of 1eplying to
my letter, [ hope you will kindly permit me to make a
rejoinder.  He says “that the true Church was toa
great extent within the Church of Rome previous ta
the Reformation.” 1 suppose he means from this,
that the ordination received by the Reformers may
have been valid, though the ordination of Rome is not
so now. As he does not say so we are still leit in
ignorance as to whether he believes the Reformers
got any valid ordination or not. But, supposing that
“ Erigena ™ means that the ordination of Rome was
then valid, on the ground that the true Church was to’
a great extent within her pale, 5.¢, that there were
many good people in her, it becomes him to shew why
it should not be valid now, seeing that he admits that,
4 God has 10-day His people in that Church in spite
of her damnable doctrines and practices.” {f some
good people in her, prior to the Reformation, could
give her the right to ordain, why may not some good
people in her now give her the sameright?  If, how-
ever, she had no right in the time to which we have
referved, then, the Reformers received neither ordina.
tion nor baptism, and such ordination as they trans-
mitted is very little better, if any, than that of Rome
to-day. Now, the true Church was only pastially
in the Church of Rome at the time Luther was or-
dained ; for there were the followers of Wicklffc and
Huss, the Waldenses, and many of God's people in
the Greek Church, all outside of the paleof Ro ¢
The true Church was only partially in Rome evea
then, and the true Church, according to “ Erigena,” is
partially in Rome still.  If the partial element could



