
!'HE ROCKWOOD REV1EW

* tlread the ne-edle," 'grab andl
gýrunt," and hial a dozen more of
sinlar character camxe after eacli
-9tler in auick succession. ruiid
tîxen some wiglit more %vicked than
bis fellows, - urged tu the proposai
by Jack Lightheart. whlo evidently
lhad an eye to opportuiiities,-sug-
gested a trp (>on the liglit fantastic
tue. WiiF's eidest son, Harry, \vas
an excellent violiuiist, Seeing that lie
had -tziuglit himself out of his ownl
hiead,"- and tiiere was a well-toned
nielodeî>n.-af whiclh the bellows had
flot yet grown wheezy, anti as half
a dozen girls could play upon it,
there was nu lackof music, Contra
dances wvere the order of the niglit.
andI sucli rows of1 healthy Iuoking
lads and lasses as stuod tip wlien
thec first strains of "Haste to the
WVeddiiîg' were beard, would be

difficuit to match iii these days,
wblen our young farmners too often
desert thieir fhtberiand, and are off
iii searcli of fortune iu a foreiga
state. 'IThe Triumiph," and like
conitra danices suceeecado-zi other,
intersl)ersed wvith au occasional set
of quadrilles or lancers, wbicli wvere
caviare to somne, and made ail nierry
as Chiristmasm keaping Clîristians
de.served to be. 'Tle strains of the
violin pervaded the bouse. Pap).
ping feet lu the parlor piayed bavoc
%vith several hands in games of
whist. and provoked careless play-
ers into unexpected and utneces-
sary trumping, and( caused at least
one revuke. Nay, suiiifectiuuqswds
the rhythm of the fascinating fiddle
tîxat sever.1 old people crept slylv
ont froin the parlor to the i-IIpro;-
vised baill-room, found their way
into hune, and were speedily dancing
as keenly as the younigest of the
party. And even hiere the deser-
tion froim the rtiiks of the elders
dlid flot end, for a weIl advanced
couple wliose eyes hiad opened upon
a sui-(lance une Easter morning lu
aiicient Ireland, "'stood up" wben

a quadrille had ended, asked for a
jig, wvbich the violinist platyed withi
good time ani tutue. ani started
off in a series of saltatory nmotions,
whichi eveix more astonislied thati
ani used the al>hreciati ve unlookzers
A son of Scutia. not to be outdouîe
by -tlîey Irish ftulk." demanded a
Iling. %l%- ~as cheerfuily accord-
ed. ani did bis uitniost tu stustaiii
the lîc>uor of bis Country. That bie
succeeded is zilnîost uriiecessary tu
tell. but tlîat in agility and puetry
of niotiuii lie had o.ýitclztssed bis
comIpetiturs. there were noue there,
Save two or three i)atriutic Caledon-
ians, %villing to adImit. But dances
must end at last, andi wheu refresb-
ment., wvere handed round, in quart-
tîty- aý: profuse, and lu quality as
substautial as the viands wbicli liad
graced thic tables at nuon aud eve.
full jutstice was done tu the ciuliîary
abîlitics of MNrs. Merrywentlier and
lier datigliters.

Midiîiglit liad comne and old folks.
110oV tln.îccustoned tu sucII latV
juîîketings, bt-gan to lîjut prett%
broadly of home going, ani thé
%y0111g peuple wvere reindted tlîat
Clîristmnas Day %v'as to be numibered
witb the past anniversaries of tlîat
birtlî whicli, eighiteeuî hundred
veais hefore. bad uslîered iii a
lîiglîer civilization tlîai the %vorld
liad kiiuwni. But XViII iiîterposed
wah a requcst that ail wuuld reniaiti
for yet another daiîc.:. So the
intervening douir was opened %vide,
couiv~ertxîîg dining room aud parlor
into one long apartnient. Harry
tuîîed up the ruddIle onice more, andl
Maiîiie Lightbeart joined hlm skil-
fv'lv iii sucli a rendition of "Sir
Roger de Coverley" as the old bouse
liad ncver beard before. Old and
yoting lined up iii two long rows.
\Viil Standing iii tie post of hionor
with Mrs. Lightlîeart as lîis partuler
anti Mr. Lightheart gailY leadiuig
forth Mrs, Merryweatlîer as bis.
WVliat an ever to be remembered


