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the prec'is-e elpot of the nativity is forth a dlaim soi serious as tn endanger
marked hy a star compnsed of silver a %var that miglit involve the %vliole of
and precious stones, around which the Europe ; and it is net true religion, it
foiiotving inscription forms a ; cie :-is flot even sound reason, but the biscst
'HIic DE VlirGINE MARP.. JESUS superstition ansi bigoiry, to open sucli

ChIZISTUS NATUS EST,' -that is, a dispute about the birtlî-piace or
H îere %vas Jesuis Christ horn of the buriai-piace of Jesuis, or w1y other spot

Virgiii M ary.' Golden iamps continu- cailed sacred on the earth, as if any
alIy hinr over îiný sacred spot. At)ove place whiatever could mechanicaiiy
it is a niarble table, %vith the ustiol sanctify the soul. Rentiemnber, dear
decorations of an aitar in thc Catholîc ynung friends8, those words of Paul,
chtureh. Here the piigrims prostrate wvhen you think of the mere body, or
îiiemselves, offering 11p their prayers, Ourial-piace of Jesus.,-" fencetbrtiî
and kissing tuie sitar and tue pavement know 'ive no mani after the tlesh, yea,
arolund it. though ive have knovn Christ aCter the

IA f'iv yards from the strof the flesh, yet nov hiencefortît Iiowv ive
nativity is the representative of the him no more : therefore, if any ino;a be
manger (the original beiag shown at in Christ Jesuis, lie is a new creature;
Rome), ini which the infant Jesus was old things are passed away, beliold ai
laid in lackz of a proper crib or cradie. things are become aew." Remember,
One desrends by t'ivo steps into a room, also, those wvords of Christ himself to
called the Presence, ten feet square, the woinin of Samaria, vvilo wias at-
wihich lias the altar of tise manger on taching more importance to holy places
one side, amri direc.tly opposite to it an. thari to holy tboughits, le Wornan, be-
other aitar, marking tue place wihere lieve me, the hiour cometi wh'len ye
the magi worshipped. Hlere, too, the shail neitiier in this mountain, nor yet
or4inal feawrrms ofithe place, whatever in Jerusalern, worship, the Father....
they înay have been, are disguised by But the hour cometh, and iiow is,when
polished niarble and other decorations. tue true worsliîppers shahl worship tue
The manger is a block of white mar- Father in spirit and in truth, for te
bic, hollowed out in proper form. it Father seeketh sucli to worship him.
occupies a recess in the grotto, and is God is a spirit, and they thiat worship
less tuar, two feet in lîeiglît, by perhaps him mnust worslîip hm;r in spirit ansi in
four in length. The altar of the wise truth."
men is fenced hy a kind of screen, PYyt o la lemvpeev
above tvhich is seen a painting that the peace of Etirope-ha:t he May
represents them as doing homage, and preserve king-, froîn the impiety of lift-
oflèring precious gifts to the holy ciuild ing the swiord as " defenders of the
Jesus."1 failli "-tlat he may preserve this âge

Ho'i folis, ard eea arbaous itfrom th e di,;grace and guiht of seeing Pro-
is to disturb tue peace of the wvorld testants and Papists compel>ed to unite

'ivih qestonsreltin tothee ~ withi infidel Turks against an i nvader
places. Russia has cornplained that who boasts himseif as tue 44defender

sit Tukisi gvermen ha gien heof the ancient faithi." Pray that God
principal key to the Bethlehem cîiurcli may "lmake wiar to cease unto the
to the Papists, i9stead of giving ilt 5 ends of the earth, may break the bow
the Greeks. You could scarceîy thik in piec-es, cut the spear in sunder, and
of two boys quarreîîing in the street hum ii e chariot in the fire."'
about a question in it.self of les$ im-
portance. If Russia, however, says The Graee of God Mlustrated,
thiat slie is in any wiay to rule Turkish A clergyman once represented the
subjects, she is setting herself above conduct of awakened sinners towards
the Turkish power, and thus puttîng God's otters of gratuitoub salvation thjus :


