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49get-up I of everything slîown so that it nxay

appear te the bcst advautage possible, proper pro-

tection of plants, floNwers aud ail delicate objeots ;

also on the necessity of all fruits and vegetables

bcing tasted or cut open by the judgcs. In reference

to thc last-nanied l)artictilar our contonîporary

makzes one or tiyo startling disclosures as follovs :

<'Wc have known evcry berry in a quart of straNv-
berries have a good-sizod shiot iins-rted iu itj by
lifting a calyx-leaf and pressing it into thc berry, and
this only dctected by an uutsider <hoig"aberry,
and finding the sliot betwecn his tecth. The sanie
thing niay ho donc it.hl othier fruit;, and îvc have
knovn gooseberries and strai'bcrries to be soaked
iiv ater, and vegetables also, la order to idd to
their weiglit!

But ive took peu iu hand *chicfly to record our

dissout froni the following- paragrapli:

"Secoindly, every society shouid kcep a record fro., i
year to year of the size, w'ciglit, andi appearance of
ail grains, fruits, and vegetables exliibited, the frncst
of wvhich should have the first prniiuni; but aftee-
ivard, no first prenîlun slîould bo aiwardcd, unlcss
the article oxcccded in quality thiat of tlhe saine sort
-which lhad previously obtaiued a fiest prize. For
instance, if Johin Doe this year exhibits a bushol of
Piehlivwhcat wvcigingi sixty-five pounds, thon no
first prorini should bo awvarded to any poison, la
any future y-car, for a bushiel of the saine varicty,
vnless it sliouldwevighi sixty-six poutzids ; and tliat
wveiglit being attainod, the îcxt first prcr n sliould
be awarded to a busiiel ivcighIiîîg, qixty-siven
pounds, atn( so on. Again, if Riclhard Roc exlîibits
Six Seekel pearsiwcighing twenity-folir ounces, that
should bo acccptcd as tbue standard, and no ùirst
pnize aftcrivard given unless that ight is sîîrpass-
ed. If celery is cxhibitcd blanchced thirty-twvo inues,
and a certain wveight, that should bc tue standard,
and no0 first prciuur aftcrward awvardcd unlcss it is
surpassed ia hoth respects; and so withi ail produets
grovn froithe soil. Tle objeet ofgiving reîlnî

beiug te excite dimulatioîî, and to incite cultivators,
to improv-c tue qualities of grain, fruit, aud vegeta-
bics, it is very sliort-sig-hted te do a-way ivith wvholc-
some rivalry, by giving ia one ycar a prenîlui for
ivheat îveighiing sixtv-fqur pounds to the busiiel,
and the next year four te six peirnds less-tlie latter
only lîavîag the opportunity to take sucli a pre-
miurn,penlîaps,because the party ivlîo liad previously
shownit at sixty-four poun(ls lias refraincd froîn
exhibiting, although this year lie liad it 'if equal
wcight iith thiat grown last ycar, thus placing both
on tbe saine level as te skills excellence, etc."

So far as the inanifest objeet of the forczoing

paragrapli is concerncd, viz :to prevent rcaily in-

ferior produets being reivarded by prçrniums, ive are

iwholly in synîpathy ivitlî it, but thc ground takon

is ultra to bhe verge of irpossibility. You cannot

go on iuereasing the weighit of a busiol of ieat,

the size of a Seekel pear, and tle longtlh of blandhcd

celery indýffinitely ; nature lias lier hauits bcyond

ivhicli she iwill nieitiier be eoaxed nor ferced; nor

ivill the bime evor corne ihen, in this clirnate,

i'licat iwill woeiglî as inudli to thc bushiel as shot, or

a Seckel pear ho as big as a pirnpkîn, or blanclicd

celery rivai for leng-th pikze-staves and telegrapli

polos. Fix if you1 ihloase a practicably higli stand..

ard; presonibe wvliat an exhibition bushel of wlieat

rnnst woigh to stand auy chance of gctting a prize;-

do tue saie ivitl fruit and vegetables; pesitivoiy

refuse to prerniuni inferior speciinens, and you do

ahi tliat it is reasouable aud fair to .tttempt. As

there are "points" for judging heorses and cattle, a

c'standard of excellence"' for judging pouitry, &c.,
so lot there bo rules for judging ail articles, and by

no0 meus give a l)iize to a specimen because it

1ialpenq to ho thue best on bhe ground iyhen it is

notoriouisly helowv par.

Tiiere is one dificulty lîowever, in evea going se

far as tlîis, ivhich ouglit not to bo ovonlookcd.

Seasous diffor. With tise saine culture a bushiel of

ivlieat ivill vary la iveiglit, a Seokzel pear la size, and

a stalk of colery ln leng-th, froîn this cause alone.

\Vill you punislh mni for wliat it is beyond lus powv-

er to control ? Or will yoîî put a prernium. upon

pocial cultivation for exhibition purpeses, suclu as

leads geoseberry-growers ln Englaad bo "lsueie"l as

it is called a few herries on oncli busli, by piacing

saucers of water under them ? It is not this extra

pettiug of a few samrpies for tihe sakeo f winning a

prize thiat ive ivant, but good, faithiful, diligent cul-

ture sucli ns eati ho bestoived on whiole crops

ordhards, aud farnis.

There is surely a via viedia of reasonabie practi-

eahility anîd inspiriting cinulation betwcen tise

looseuiess cf bestoiag preauunis on unwortlîy
ohîjects because no botter are present, and the
uitraisin of dennnding tise attainint of a higlior
point cael. and every turne of exhibition. ýChe sub-
ject is important,and it is higli tinue it iere thorougli-
ly ventilated. If buis artiCe shall help at ail lu
drawing attention to the mabter, our ond in wvriting
lb ivill ho abbaiued.
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