
T'IMVPO 1BIR 0F AN ENDLESS L1FIi.

time or eternlty. The inost lie cai dIo is'
to preiaire lîlîniseif by a sullen fortitudfe
to inuell years or faminle, ruiiiols liaw-
sits,. tinjîîst exactions, civil aud forelviiî
'%vars- 111 Cla one misses tlie inanY
noble public sînd charitable instituiffons
SO coflhilOil Ili Chrnistianî lanmds, anîd lie-
cause tiîey are Chbristian. li alhnost
countless ways the living force of the

soiel sQ<'s Io :îleviate anmd inîitigate
sor-ow. amîd strlg.The poor are re-
lieved ln tlieir distresses. Thme sickz are
îiîîiist red unmto. TIhe inîsanie ar*e tei-
derly cared for*. The0 t.re-at.înt muletcd
out to the umfortuiiate iii Chiiina eau ouiy
bce consistent «%vitlh a seîni-cîvilized state,
and wvit1î tht' barliarous instincts of aui
uiliistiani peop)le. The Divine activ itY
0f eiarity is laînientamly lackiîîg boere,
thouglii the SCOpet for it is iiniite. The
intellecttual state of the' people is equally
luis:tisfactory. 0f liberal learniiig tlieY
kîîow niot.ling-. 'rTe systein of edlucation
lias fairly strangied intellectuai life.
Reiîtation for scliolarship depends up-
on fnniiliaity witiî the cl:ssics. iia.king.
rapid coiinmients ulloii tlieni. andi -vriting,-
jejune essays after a set forni, and de-
void of ainy trace of orgnlt.True
it is tlîat tlîey kuowv Nvliât tbiey have
gouîe ov'eî vriy tlioroug,,Iliy. as a ridle.
A Clluese teachier 'cavres littie Nyllich
side or end of thec character is turned
to Iira. lie recognizes it jnst the saine.
'l'le wvlio1e course of instruction is a'
grîind for thue iiiemory. Liinited as is
the, course of inistructin, only a ren,'
few ean mnake .91iY hadway. The ideoi-

rapli is liard to recognize axmd stili
Iad o 1>write, sq that only au exceed-

iiî-, y smalportion of thle mna can rcad
or write. As for othier departînients of
kniowveflge. thcy dIo flot pretend to kniow
ziuglît about thein. Thxe Cinese mmiid
is tori-pa and turbid in the lant dorgre.
The sceholars are uuot given to extenlsive
rcadi.g as forcigners are. andi tlicir
etincatioîi bas muot develol)o(i their tlinik-
in- powvers. Wi thout a doubt, one nieets
witi umen of great intellect, aud it sems
simd that tliey sliould be Ilcribbed, cab)-

mcid andi conflnied " by an antiquatcd
systeini %viîhIilienver coîmld have beem
veî-y enniobliimg and elevatinig to the
muiiid. The~ dawîi of intellectual <l:y lias
îlot coule to il10 people of chIina 'yet.
Tiîey arc wliere the sages ieft thiein,
and dIo îlot desilre Io go beyondf. Tlie
liglit of the saiges lias left dari-imess low
andf dense over tlle wvhole extent of
Chiina. The great sage was îlot coude-

seîngiii blis manner of instruction.
Ile c:îred uiot to repeat Iiis lessoîîs un-
iegs a pupifil were briglit enougli to n-
derstanld fortlîwith. Suicli -mis îîot the
spirit of the Greaît Teacher. aniff suth is,
muot the sirit that wvi1l uîake ii itelli-
gent people. Thei 1)aleful inrne:u
itellectuil deaihi liais nitiehi Io do wvitlî
the '%vretched condition of itue peopleQ.
Tlue iniissionaries ai-e, diffusinig knowv-
led-gc ivitlî ail tîjeir nilît. anud it is
easy to see hio%- vry different the
Ciniese mmiid '%vonld lhave been to-day
lad Chialicou ben der Chiristian îc:îcliers
inistead of Colif lmcianists. 1 hiave met
soînle couverts -%vlio take aX refreslîiîîig iii-
terest la history and geogr:iy. as well
as iii înm.ny otiier Ilbiigs of wvhicli thiey
hiave learniet froîn the nuiissionaries.
'Wlien wvc tliK- of the progrie.ss mande
by the Christianl nations hli .111 uisefuil
kmowledge, airts anmd sciences, :ind i-e-
flect thiat tbis is the oulcomle of Ic
Gospel, -%ve see wvhat China, mnisi3es Iii
uiot liaviig suceli ai. living for-ce wvorking
lu it. It ean scai-cely lic doubted that
Cliristiaîîity lias fostercd education, anîd
tiat the cause of educae.tioni is uiow fur-
tlmerel anti supportecl lmest by Chriistiani
muen anmd -%vounen. Lt is of Ilic gelus o£
the Gospel to foster educ:îtion. Io diffulse

kuovlegc.Tîmat, whieli -%vitlioldls aimd
retiards kîouledge andi keeps tuie people
lu ignorance is iot, Cliristiaiîity. P-
amismi iieglects the niiiids of hlie people
wvlio are verily dyjv.ug- for lack of kiowv-
le dgce.

Il. The muoral condtitionm of thme (2iiiiese
abiiiaily shows that tîmere is îlot lu
pagranismu the poiver of au eîîdless life.
If tiiere '%vere p)ower iii the r-eligions of


