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As lie uttered tliese %vords. Sir Henry Cath-
cart (for such wvas the naine of the last speak-
er.> steppcd graceflilly fox ward to a chair,
whcre rechned the person of a lady apparently
about fxfty, adorned in a style of profuse mag-
nificcncc, barmonizinge it hier portiy antd
massive figure.

The dialogue wvhich we have just been nar-
rating, took place between two individu:ils as
opposite ini their characters as they wverc in
prrsonni appearance. Vivian De 1' Ormew~as
n young inan of French e-atracxtion, about
ttventy-:wo years of ag, with a casi of coun-
tenance decidedly foreign, joineti to a persori of
d.minutii'c stature; he hati for a consbiderable
pcriod becn the most intimate friand of Sir
llenry, and althoughi a man ùf very confinedl
intellect, yet nereriheleýss was endueti %vith
thiat spurious sort of understandinga*en.omina-
tedl cunning, -wh.tch is frcquently iound 10 be
of more use in an daetract sense to ste pusses-
sor, thon those swTes of original obility anti
cruditon that are sa rarely to be encountereti
la ihis every-day world. Sir Henry Caffbcart
was bis Junior, having jast attained, his ma-
jority; and, by the deatb of boîh bis parent.s
nt a much carbet age, was nowv the soie in-
heritor of abandsomefortunie-,ndestatc. His6
figure offered a sîrangc coritrast te tu of his
companion, being tati, majestic, and commanti-
ing, whili his chor.acier w-as frank, opea, andi
generous. Ina short hc was what the world'
woiild ierm a fiine-Jooking young man, poE-
scssing ail thxe appcarance of an arisxocratic
descen t, possessamng ail ihat absence of hauteur
so pecul;zrly the auiribute of the t-ruc geinde-
Mani.

Lady Featherieti the lady to w'bom hc
iras now,-,droncing, must certai;nly haveonce.
bSer hýe2utiful, if benuiy is ever consonant miL
a- style of fa-ce -%rbac prcsents usfeaturepon
irbic ire cn dwcll with pliasure, but no ex-
pression on which thxe imagination van bang
watb rupture, reseinbbng in a remxnarkable de-
rxec o sae plndtd s=rcture whereua faslalon

-s Vront to dircil, ani which WC acknowledge
te bc ircl formene4-ad acoîely deme. ed, but
notwaîthszanding ail its Ornaxuental VpiIiars andi
ticcorouve balconaca, inuffcitni 10 attzact
anoc titan a mure passing andi unadtniring
gaze._

"I zmoatId ne! ask niy friend De Il Ormce,"
ce-nnei=cet the Young be-ror.c. 'l wo-alt rot
onk hanM zo prcmi Mc: -.o YOM.- wyship, for
miben- 1 mention mnxrane I flatter miysaelf yon
m-il rio: censoder me intbe lig-htof astnnger-,
litciry Caxixcari."

The cyes of the gorgeous widow more tara-
cd for an instant upon the fine inteilectuai
counitenance of the speaker, as if reflecin1

whc-re tey hadibafore met. Suddenly sheap-
peared te recoliet the features, and exclaim*d,
"Ali, Sir Henry, I'm delighîed te sec you.-
Why, what a height you have grown ta; it is
atear six years aine 1 have seen you, that real-
!y 1 had nigh forgotten you. Dear me what
an alleration a few yeurs does make at youi
azc-" Therewtas adecidediempbasis on your,
and tiffmling complncentuy es she bethougit
herself of the comeliness of lier owvn pairson,
amaiteti bis reply.

"Pray, Lady Peatherfield," saiti Sir Henry
abrupth,-, (impatient of farther delar,) titi i
heor aright, that ta beautiful young creature
vondcr is your noeceT'

1 &Ycs; iîtat is my sister's cbild-slie is ra-
iaer prcuty, certaaniy. Net my style of beau-
ty, thougb ; but stili sIte is attractive amnon-s,
somte men 1" As she spoec site beekoned tht
object of Sir Henry's inquiries towards lie.,
anti tak-ing ber hiand, sait, " This is Sir Hen-
ry Catbcart, my dear, irbo bas been pleaset
te pass somne very flattering encomiums upon
yen, andi of mitose approbation you ogght in
be prout, for 1 bear that ho is a cennoisseur.--
Do you admire tail or httle womert nost, Sir
Henry 1" atded or inter;ogated rte bnroncs
parcnîhetically to CathcanY-

Il1 admire bot-b," ms the gallant andi ready
ansmer; for ber ladyshlp was fuît five feet nine,
anti 3atilda scarcely above ste ordinaiy size
of ber sex. (A size wnic'h, ent pcr-4ant in tuhe
prescrit dazy apptars tiegencraxng ite lillipa-
tianism.)

e-But whic m=?"T retoriet ber lndysitip;
~ or ail mon bave tbeir testes"
"'Upon my beneur, Lady Feaiherfielti, mict-

eve beauty La, I gnze ana admire, wbitbout
.hinking on its peculiar merits or orde--; if I
may =.-ian arcitmcural lerin," rc-sliet Catha-
cari. IlWho coulti say tacti St. Paul's i.s nox
oqual te -Westminster Atboy ? Indeet I an-
knowlace iz to be the grrandesi; but 1 Prefer
ta laiuer indivxduallv." Thusdcxteronsly oh-

viating the n oct: f oficnding ticaunt, and
delidca:ely inçanu.tang has intense -amiration of
the niece As a im tho-n a-dequate couier-
pcis, Sir lienry aippliei bimself te thc pleas-
ing tat of lictang tixe mental powers cf Ma-
-itda Saille by a not affocîcxx diunpl:%y of hzs
omascntlstmit andi senimnacas. Et
founti ber intelligent, amiable, -und coaxfiding,
but sligbûly imnixted mi:ii a tzszc for te to-
mantie antid tmctl


