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The first of these events was the destruction

Destruction of part of of the east barracks at
;‘Kle .f;:rli'?c:;uo;nsr;!‘mack Black Rock, },y the bat-

ock. aud of the fuig .
taken in the Culedoma.  teries at Fort Erie, under
Licut.-Col. Myers, and the burning of the
furs which had formed part of the cargo of
the Caledonia, the details of the capture of
which we have already given. This was at
least satisfactory, as the Americans had not
failed in their accounts to give very maguifi-
cent estimates of the value of these same
furs.

The sccond event was the capture on the
21st October, of a body
of forty-four Canadian
voyageurs, who, under the command of Cap-
tain McDonnell, were surpriscd, and taken by
the Americans under Major Young. Of this
affair, James says, ¢ The Major's force is not
stated; but as the Awmecricans proceeded to
the attack in expectation of meeting from one
to three hundred British, we may conjecture
that their numbers fully equalled the latter
amount. Forty prisoners, (one having escaped)
along with their baggage and some immate-
rial despatches, fell intc the hands of the
Amcricans, wno ingeniously enough converted
a large pocket-handkerchief, which they found
among the spoils, into a “stand of colours;”
and Mr. O'Connor exultingly tells us, that
“Major Young had the honor of taking the
first standard from the enemy in the present
war,” following it up with, *the movements
of the enemy, during these times, were not to
them equally honorable or important.”

We are without the means of ascertaining
what was actually captured on this occasion
by the enemy; the probability is, however,
that some colours, a Union Jack perhaps,
were captured.  The handkerchief story is
rather improbable even for American fertility
of invention when national glory was at stake.
One point we have ascertained, that whatever
might have been captured, it cerfainly was
not what is commonly termed “a stand of
colours.” Christie, in his notice of this affair,
writes, “On the 23rd October, a party of
nearly four hundred Americans from Platts-
burgh, surprised the picquet at the Indian
village of St. Regis. Twenty-three men, a
lieutenant, a serjeant and six men were killed.
The picquet consisted of Canadian voyageurs.”

Capture of Canadian
voyageurs,

Christie’s account bears out our statement res-

pecting the colors. *In plundering the village
they found a Union Jack oran Ensign, usually

hoisted on Sundays or Holydays at the door of
the Chief.” “This occurrence,” adds Christie,

“was counterpoised by an attack upen a party

of Americans near Salmon river, near St. Regis,

on the 23rd November, by detachments of the-
Royal Artillery, 49th Regiment, and Glengarry
Light Infantry, amounting to seventy men,

with detachments from the Cornwalland Glen~
garry Militia, of near the same number, the
whole under the command of Licut.-Col. Mc-
Millan, Inthisaffair the enemy took to a block-
house, but finding themselves surrounded, sur-
rendered prisoners of war. One captain, two
subalterns, and forty-one men became prison-
ers on this occasion, and four batteaux, and

fifty-seven stand of arms were taken.” This
was an affair so trifling that it would bave
been passed over did not the Americans make
so much of the picquet affairsand the capture
of the Detroit and Caledonia.

We find something quite Napoleonic in
the following proclama-
tions of General Smyth
—something deserving of the pen of an Abbott
as the chronicler. Even the ‘“audacious
quackery " which dared to issue rescripts at
St. Petersbourg for the management of the
Opera in Paris, pales before General Smith's
eloquent and spirited addresses. Fortunate,
indeed, for the Canadas, that the General con-
fined his operations to paper. The first of
these productions was addressed “To the Men
of New York,” and revives the oft-repeated
cry of oppression, &e.

“To the Men of New York.”

“ For many years have you seen your coun-
try oppressed with numerous wrongs. Your
Government,although above all others,devoted
to peace, have been forced to draw the sword.
and rely for redress of injurics on the valorof
the American people.

“That valor has been conspicnous, but the
nation has becn unfortunate in the selection
of some of those who directed it. One army
has been disgracefully surrendered and lost,
Another has been sacrificed by a precipitate
atteinpt to pass it over at the strongest point
of the cnemy’s lines, with most incompetent
means. The cause of these miscarriages iz

General Smyth’s pro~
clamations.



