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will certainly confirm. Ail these examples
which migbit be mnultiplied indefinitely,
prove beyond doubt that even the highest
miental gifts miay be of little avait, unless
they are seconded by industry and perse-
verance.

An interesting question noiv presents
itself, concerning the importance of genius
ini the general onward movemient of 'the
world. A distinguished writer has declared
that 'Ithe world is flot mnoved by nien of
teenius." This proposition can bardly be
admiitted without certain qualifications.
Genlus consists in an extraordinary gift of
nature, especially adapting the mind for
the performance of great and noble deeds
ini the différent spheres of humuan activity.
But, on account of the différence of judg-
mient ini différent people, as to what ordi-
nary and extraordinary gifts are, and also
through carelessness in the use of the
Word, it is often applied incorrectly. The
Word genius is often used where the wvord
talent would he in place. These wvord's
are quite distinct in their meaning. Tbey
are both applied to human ability in its
varlous degrecs of excellence. Genius
miarks the higbest intellectual gifts, whereas
talent indicates a lower grade of mental
powver,but stili raises its possessor above the
ordinary multitude. Genius is that creative
faculty wbich opens up new vistas to the
mmdc, new avenues of tbought and endea-
vours, along whicb talent travels at a
slower l)ace, gatherîng Up the facts and
principles wvhich genius bas discovered,
and utilizing and perfecting these for the
practical needs of men.

Thus, it wvas tbe genius of Watt that
inventcd the steami engine, wbich the
talent of able engineers transported into
the locomotive, white hundred-armed
labor builds the track, along which our
miodern life pulsates. It wvas the genius of
Napoleon that well nigh grasped the en-
pire of a worid, outrivalling the deeds of
Cresar and Alexander, and supported only
by a few talenýed generals and the strong
arms of the valiant youthis of France.
Thus, in its conduct of human affairs,
genius resembles thé bead ; talent, the
skilful bands ; and the multitude of mani-
kind, the hunian body. As the head needs
the co-operatiori of the body, so the body
needs the guidance of the head for the
accomplishmient of its task. So, also, the
progress of the bumian family, without the
leadership of gepius, would come to a

standstill, wvhereas genius without the able
assistance of talent, and without the strong
arm of toit, would remain barren aird
fruitless. Therefore, the above-quotqd
p)ropositionls stand corrected, thus : that
altbougli the world is not moved by nien
of genius only, it is they that take the lead
along the different avenues of human ad.
vancement, whereas talent slowly urges 3n
tbe mi-ultitude along the road pointed out
by genius.

Thus, eacb of us has his mission in thiý
world and bis allotted task, joint witli the
obligation to accomplish that task to the
best of bis ability. Moreover, it must not
be forgotten tbat our natural powers are
susceptible of almost infinite developmen,
and altbough education cannot create
genius it can enbance talent to assume
alfiost tbe semblance of genius. Talent
and genius are both applied to bumar'
ability in their various degrees of excel.
lence. By talent. wve generally indicae
that high order of ability wbich enables lis
possessor to utilize to th'ý greatest advan.
tage the experience of tbe past, the know-
ledge of facts and principles wbich tIse
wvorld already possesses. But should noi
the fact that men bave so cultivated their
talents tbat tbey bave been mistaken for
geniuses, encourage us to the use of those
talents wbicb we have? Supposing 2
scholar bas a genius for the study of lan-
guages, wbite another bas to depend upon
a modicum of talent, tbe former wvill excel
in bis recitations, altbougb be does no:
study so long nor so, intently. But wliich
derives tbe most benefit from his study?
The be-nefits of language study and esp-e
cially tbose derived from the dead lan-
guages, do flot so much consist in the
mere ability of reading the languages, a;
in tbe nmental training wbich tbis study
inîparts. And s0 it is plain, tbat the
scbolar who bas to dig hardest at bis
Greek, derives the most benefit fromi it.
Genins will save tbe student from liard
work at college, and will place hini
easily at the head of his class ; but in
practical life, ivben tbere comes a time
wbcn perseverance, accuracy and intense
and continued application are iequired,
genius alone will not answer, but tbe %vel
trained mind performs tbe task.

Let then, such examples spur us to an
awakening of our latent powers. We knoie
flot ivhat we can accomplisb. Habits of
perseverance, industry and tboroughnes


