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SOME PI-IASES 01F GERMýiAN UN1TER-
SIY LIFE.

If one %votld sec to what extent academie life
eau rmie iii social affairs, a visit shiould bc paid
to somle of the .snialler Germnan uiniversity towns.
1Il iflost of themii, the d istinictions of class resolve
thellnselvus inito a tlîre fold difïcrentiation-tlîe
acadeniic, the civilian, and the znlilitary-and the
.?icatest raf thec!ýe is the first.

àis truce that to the officers of the Germi
alIly, ai1 l ieL tributes of respe)ct arc pre-Senlted,
but without dt acconîpanînîient of an1 aCa(eleic
carcer, even the hauhtyýli - offizier' " will ofien
find it difficuit to graini accus,; to whant is Coli-
sidered dte niost excluisive social set of the uni-
versity town. 'I lerc, initel lect predcoi na;te.
and w~hile the greatest dlisrecgardc is mnanifestecd
for aIl other adjtincts of social life, ail respect is
(lenanded for the university professor.

Anîong the students thec-e are equally scvec
distinctions, thouigl hure the social standard ks
eîîtircly difftent-and it nîay truly bc said thiat
few% countries exist whose unîveîcsity- spirit so-
cially ks cqually diitcrte. Wilc in the
States it ks custonîary for those Who, aspire to
plca.salt social relations in thecir college carer,
to join one or other of the Grel, letter fratcrn-
rtce, it ks inîperative for the Gernian student to
joi sonie of the siifflar orgaiiizations there
found, if lie would nmake congenial fricends of ail
in the ive%,rsity-. Iln this way sets and cliques
are fotund conîposing varionis elenientary branches
of the more conipreliensive parce associations
ivliii ex ist thiroughiout the country.

'iese divisions- arc indeed so nîarked tlîat
aniong the yotinger students it is rare to find
nienibers of one **Vcrbindung ''ýr or organization
assc)ciating ivitl those of another.

111 Uhe laýjOritY Of unîiversî;tes 4 or 5 suchi
main societies exist, cadi beiîig again subdivided
into 6 or miore branches in the s'allie toivn, and
the whiolc being corrclatcd with organlizations of
aý similar naine in otlîcr univcrsities. Of aIl
thecse the Corps is facile princeps, being at onice

the niost aristocratic and( exclusiv'e. To belon-
to it, wealth and social position are to soine cxz-
tcnt cssentials, particuilarly the former, foi th,
cost of "h loldingý, Ili one's end '' ii thîe nîutual
relations of corps life is by no nîcans insignifi-
cant.

Eacli branci of this organization (of whichi
too therc are uistally si-, in the siliall unliversi-

tc)has a domicile of its own or at ail events
luxzurious and conifortablc ibodu-Nt-iiie as a
miutilai nicans of recognition the nieniburs a-re
a(lorned hy colored caps (the iiiiitze) and ribbons
slaslied accross thecir waistcoats each branch
liaving a (li.ýtinCtivc tint.

The extravagance nianifest iii souxe of these
corps hoimes would Ntell rival that of any of the
lavislî Aniiericanil fraternities, and it is cver a sur-
prise to the foreigîîcr îw'ho is fortunate enlougili
to gain acccss to these roollis to sec the ivealthl
of Nvood carvingrs iviiicli adorn the %valls and fur-
niture, the elegrance of the hicavy silver plate
used by the fev whlo, talze uip tlcir lodgrings ini
sone of tliese rcsidences, and to observe %vitlî
whiat a lavishi hand the ornaniclîts are distributcd
over the building-. Sucli at kcast is the case in
one of thesc corps houses iii Gottingen whicli tue
writcr hand the opportunity of visiting froni tinie
to tinie. It ivas the l3rcnicn brandi to whieli
forimerly the King \Vurtenîiburg, an d others of
ilote liadi belongcd iii tlheir student days, and it
ivas more than deliglilsau" to observe Uhe %varmtl
of intcrcst shiown by th'-se political lions in thecir
animal donations to the actià e nicmlbers of thecir
brandi.

WhIiIc the numiibcir of voting nienîbers is coi-
paratively simili iii cach bran ch, the niost being
40, anid thc average nîluch less, yct the hosts of
eIders (the grraiduates) wlio inaintain an intcrcst
in the corps is iii itself sufficient to defray ail
expcnscs con nected with thxe current taxes of
Uie brandi.

Ever since the: carliest days of the society,
phiotograplis (.1nd iii thec older days wcre daguier-
otypes) of thec nienibers hlave bcen prcscrvcl


